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THE 
PREFACE. 


H O' the Prevalence of 
thoſe V ices, which the 
following T reatiſe # de- 
fund to Corret#, might be more 
a enong/) to jwſti the Publt- 
cation of -it's and the Sceafon-' 
ablenefs of the Attempt , be'a 
ſufficient Apo "the /Mean- 
neſs of = Performance: 7et 

hurving been Induced to Write upon” 
this Subjett by ſuch a Conſidera- 
tion, ar, Þtbink, cannot jeſt' 

a-3 e 


The Preface. 
be excepted againſt 3 it may not 
be jon x befoe f proceed wide 
I chiefly aim at in this Preface, 
to give ſome ſhort Account, How 1 
came to be Engaged in tit. 
IT has been the great, and at- 


moſt ſungular, Care of our Eng- 


liſh Government, to Provede, 


its Municipal Laws, not only 


guinf Falſe-Swearing; (a Vice 
in which the Intereſts of Pub- 
lick- Society are - ſo apparently 
concern'd , that ſcarce any State 
bas ſuffered it togounpumiih'd ;) 
but even againſs Common and 
Vain-Swearing too: Hndwhich, 
becauſe it does not ſo immeazately 


affe8' Mens Civil Intereſts 1 


cannot tell) whether any Laws, 
beſides our own, have thought 


it 


—_ —_— _ —_ 
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'The Preface. 
21. thetr Buſineſs to meddle with 
it, 

HOW prudent ſach a Pro 
Tefuon, as this, 1s,. even with re- 
ſpe to the Publick Welfare, 
can be doubted by none, who e1- 
ther believe it to be the Concern 
of- States and Kingdoms to marn- 
tain 4 General Senſe of Reli- 
gion a the Minds of Men ; or 
have conſidered what a mighty 


Influence an Oath,  Particu- 
lar, has upon the Aﬀairs ag 


ernment ;. and of what Im 


tance it muſt therefore be to tt, that 
Men d be kept under a very 
Serious — i egars Eſteem 
it. re nothing more 
Li, than that if once Iu be 
.allow'd to Profane an Oath by 
a 4 Com- 


Tr 


[Vii 


Fhei Breface. 
Common aud V ain Swearing ; 


they will from thence be apt to go.” 


tu a hattle while, to a farther 


£ y artive to an: 


{5 (ven far Perjury ts ſelf > 
as! ofien- as it: ſhall be far. their 


Intereft to Forſwear themſel'ves ; 
and they may hope to do. it with- 
out the danger of a' Preſent Pu- 
niſhment far : Impiety. 
41 T muſt therefore be acknow+ 
ledged te bave beenuat only.a Pt 


ous, but Politick Defnd tong.of 


thafe goat Men, whoſoever they 
were, who by putting a Reſtr atnt 
26pen Bs Swearing, ff 
endeavour d to raiſe an Oat 

2 Juſt Reſpect amongſt us > 4nd 


| concluded, with our Saviour, that 


the 


_ of it> cud fo Law's 


SS 4 vs 


bs 
f 
Y | 
tt 
# 
” 
a 
t 
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The'Preface. 
the beſt Way-'to cut off the ve- 
ry Ground , of Falſe-Swearing, | 
would be tomake it Peral four Men 
to Swear atiull ; wnleſs it were 
| upon ſome great occaſion, aud 
when it was erther abſolutely ne- 
| ceflary , or (at leaſt) very fit- 
| ting for them ſo to do. 
| | £ND. as I think it xs for 
| the-Honour, as well as Benefir, 
of our Country ; that our Civ1l- 
Laws bave taken ſuch Care m a 
| Matter which bas been generally 
| negletted by -moſt others : So 1 
cannot but obſerve it to the Prarſe 
| both of aur Religion, and of the 
Preſent Government ; that - of 
the Two Attempts that: bave 
been' made, of this kind, among 


| our ſelves; the * Furſt was fance* 4" in 
the 21 746. + 


vi 


* See 5 E- the * Statutes, relating to-: that | 
*** Sin, ſhould be ſolemaly-decla- | 


The Preface. 
the-2ime\ of the Reformation 5 | 
as we know-the Latter, and Foo 
Perfect, © owing to the Wiſdom: 
and. Piety of the Peeſent Elta- 
bliſkment. L9H wh 

BUT. becauſe the beſt. Laws | 
ſantfie but very little, unleſs they 
be, withal, both generally made 


known, and duly. obſerved : | 


It has, therefare, been. the Cave | 
of our Law-givers to. ſhew thety 


Prudence no leſs mm gheir. Provi- | 


E | 


fron for the Publiſhing, of this. 
Law, than in the Subſtance of. | 
the Law-ts ſelf. + And as mithe | 
Caſe of _Perjury, (im which the | 
Civil Courts are principally can- | 
cernd ; ) it has been order d. that | 


: 
, 
. 


red | 


IDPPEary 0s fte0Q 


Ta 
La 
uf 


anc 


! enc 
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; end: Novell. vill. C. 14- 


| *Ancient a Cuſtom his 


| rims and ally, 
favour of —_. which he order'd to be publiſh'd in 
| this Caſto 
| fitill on, 
ſhew. 
Santinus P 


The- Preface. Vil 
red at every Aſlize: So for this, 
(which -ſcems tobe: more properly 
Religious) they have apporuted 

the Publicarion f it to be mutde 

m the * Houſe of and 'at* 21 Joc. 


CC. 20s 


the "Time that Men are Aſlem- ſo in this 
bled forthis Service it. C idiom 
"+ S'FA4 LL need ſay very — 
Forres _—_ 6, . 
"Yer 'fſhew erther bow In the Then 
fot ical Law of _ 
Free Dalles » and 
Read in the Churches 
of Rome, Anno 370, 


has been tm all Chriſtian 


- \Coun- 


| Cad. Th. Lib, xvi. leg. 0. | Bot Sulpicius Sever carries us 
| yet higher; and mentions the Reading of the Emperouy's 
Leiter 


\ Anne 355. And Gethofred, int his Comments 
ads foverdl ecbec Ioflances ofthe ke Natora, 


m held 
the other Inſtances of that learned Man plainly 
To which add te REST Eo ES by Gas 
orphyrogens publiſh eve ear mn 
Churehbes, in Aer ap! hy A Vid. Marth, nr, Lir. 
T.cap. 1 it appears from : Imperial 
fpoag 34s not only publiſ'd in rhe Cherelan but were laid 


ug in their Archives ; and fix'd upon. Tables in the Porebes 


and Avyenves of them ; and direQted to the Biſbeps for that 


The-Preface. 
Countries; :Qr.with what good 
Reaſon owr: own Law - 81Vers 
have herein; follawd the Exams 
of therr Fore-Fathers, upon 
the like occaſions. Por ſure rf ever 
Men will be diſpoſed ſertouſby to 

confider thetr:Dwty, we may jt 

ly bape they will tben, eſpecially, 
he fo, when they come together. for 


Divine-Worſhip. A4xd. when it. 


ſhalt there he ſhewn them , that 
both thetr Preſent, and their Fu- 
ture Welfare . are | concern d in 


this obſervance; That what the 
Law enjoyns wider a Civil Pe- 


nalty, © 10 more than what the 


Goſpel had. before required- upon 
Pain. of Eternal Damnation. ; 


- Either Men muſt be utterly loft 


to. all Rational Conviction," or 


they 


| 


EOS 8%.» w 
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The Prefact. 
| abu) will: be prevail d with, by 
| theſe Motives,to forſake a Vice; 
| enwhich there is ſo great a Dan- 
| gery ſo little Pleaſure, and w 
Advantage. 

LF was upon the firſt $olemn 
Publication, at which, / was pre- 
fem pf this Law. m that Church, 
en whichat has pleaſed God to cal 
me to Minefter 5 that I co 

the following Diloutſes ; ; nd 
embraced that Advantage, which 
the Publick Auchorky bad (o 
happily put into ny bands, to lay 
openithe:Hamoutſnels of 4 V ice, 

which bad wot ſome-ſucb Care back 
taken conCorreCt'3, it would, JF, 
fear, have. been very; ficule fob 
| wn by all our other len 
1 | ever fo have put wftop're; © | 
| BUT 


_— —_— 
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The Preface. 

B U T' tho: the  Occafion 
which 1 toak. to: Write wipe. 4bs 
Subject led 'me no « than 


Swearing ; yet having reſotved 
to Write upon-it , 1 was willeng 


* Mar. v. 


"hs Parts of 


Method,: (the Ground. 1.choſe-to 
Yoon ) diret# to. me to 


AND, foſt; Arche laid 
the Foundationef his Diſcourle, 


Chap. I. (but tm ſhort, 


under that Di 


if m my Account thereof 1 have 


to Treat of Common ard: V ain- | 


to make a farther Progreſsin its | 
And to. purſue it mall the ſeveral | 
it,'. that our * Saviburs | 


upon the State of this Matter.un+ | 
der the ry bave T' bere; | 

avour d to ſhew, | 
How the Caſe of Swearmg ſtood, 
penſation. - And | 


adven- 


4 
( 


ZZ =3i;g SS» > 
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: 
* 


.adventured to. gre a mate ge- 
| -neral "Interpretation - of /- the 
| GHIRD COMMAND- 


cha T, than ſome othe 


much greater Knowledge m theſe 
Particulars,- have done: 1 ſhall 


| many more; 

| neither leſs.Jearned, nor-leſs ap- 

| proved of, thaz they,” | / 

l 4 HAV 4NG) thus-lard' the 
| Foundation for a* Reght \Under- 

| ſtanding--of + our Saviour's Di- 
| ſcourſe pon this Subject ; t-go 


on ,- with him, to the Conſtderas Chap. 1. 


| 

; tion of that. which is, on all-banas, 
allow'd to have been expreſly For- 

bidden 


'The Prefate. 
bidden: to. the "Jews andley* - 
Law, viz. the Sin of Perjury : 
And beve endetrwour ld to 
my Reader with ſuch Prin 
as may ſerve to avets him 
how 1o avoid it '5--aut how to dv- 
ſcover, whether -be\has at afty 
time, or won any occalion, wm 

happily fallen under the ovileof 
it Py And' harning thus late open 
the Nature of this Sin ; 


d- | 
ered , in the next place , 7 
the aligniy of t c\ Ind how 
deſperate” an Ofttace 'is Gm 
Mrgores 


not 'onl'y'a 
| ah Com 
or FY of ram ono 

THE» wath ng"Petjury, as | 
tt #5" «\Sirv of the" ms Eltinous| 
Nature,” whetherwpe confoder the 


| 
: 


Gre 


Ho- | 


he 


7: 
ſh 


| 


. 
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The Preface. 
Honour of God; or the Inte- 
reſts of Men : So has it always 
"been purſued not only with the ſe- 
,vereſ# Denuntiations of Ven- 


Pocance mn the ' other World ; 


but, for the moſt part, with ve- 
ry ſhameful and bitter Puniſh- 


| ments #7» this; 


INDEED, among the 
* ancient Romans , * tho * the* Civer. do 
Cenſors enquired very { crupul Ole iis. PE 


| ſly into it ;; yet, for a long time, 


jv | the Penalty of 'it , was on- 


ly a'+ Publick Infat | / 
a And ſo happy were a i Sn 
thoſe Times, that that 75:15. 35 gon! 
alone was thought to bave 

been Puniſhment enough for it. 


| But as the Manners of Men 
grew worſe, ſo both they were 


b forced 


xiv The Preface. 
* pid, Le. Citst. tar. forced to * Encreaſe the | Dt 


Arcad. & Hener 
WaPerjeres Tho' Per- Regour of therr Laws as | | bee 


ditiary C 
fer, Vo eefore pu. to this Matter : Aud | 
_—— ——c moſt | rogue by ariOnS 7 char 


| Dieder. Si | 

1. pag. 6g. _ the _utmol TI s | 
yh <p; the Guilt of it could | 

" eXpiated with nothing leſs than | 
he Life of bim who fell under it. \p. « 
pf tho Ce to what I have x5 
now obſerved o theRoman Law; {*'*2 
fee a. 0ur QWn * Statutes bave , of | 
7 Fo latter Times , been more +4 = 
13 E6%-25 ourable to ſuch ny Ne 
ONr || d-Common- 4 
1 dla ww. w they were treated | 


41 Aﬀ.. 1 


bb. nu 19. 2” with b ſuch a Rigour , as 
os, fans: tho ut did not extend to 


ERS 
of all is thing 1 Thac Death ; yet ſeems to have 
—_—— Jada been more —_ 
[4 | 


And the Law of K; a" 
even to Canoe A id. 


"The Preface. XV 


Death its ſelf would have 910 hound nerve 


been. his Wife and Children 

ſhould be turn'd out of 
Doors ; his Fields ſhould be ploughed up ; his Gardens and Or« 
chard; be ſpail'd ; his Goods and Chattels ſhould be forfeited to 


x the King ; and himſelf be condemmn'd to Perpetual Impriſonment. 


This was the Law in the Caſe of a Potty Jury , attainted 


1 for a falſe Verdi: See Coke 1 Inſtit. lib. iti. cap. 8. $. 514- 


And ir ſeems to have been taken from the Laws of King 
Alfred, upon the like occaſion : Yid. leg. Alfred, $. 1. Bur 
for other Perjury it has been queſtion'd whether there was 
any proviſion made by the Commes Lew before the 3d of 
Hen. Vii. ——_— Eliz. fol. 243. b. And 1 Crook, 
P. $20, fot. ob > dp wk —_—_ ſpeak in ge- 
neral of Perjury, 1 it : Ch- iv. $. 19. 
before mentioned, ext 

|. c. cap. de Jure-jurande. 


as 


FROM thi Sin of Per- 


Jury, by all confeſs d to have been 


than under the Goſpel 5 1 go on, Chap. 11. 


o that in which ſome have thought 
he PerfeCtion of the Goſpel a- 
ve the Law to have conſifted, 
to this Matter ; namely, to en- 


re, Whether it be Lawful 
b 2 for 


XV1 


The Preface. 
fo us Chriſtians to Swear at | + 
all ? ; 
THAT ti were very much 4 
to be wiſhd, that Men would 
Live ſo Well , and Deal ſo 
Faichfully with one another, as | hi 
not to. need ever to make uſe of | 
an Oath for the confirmation of | Sy 
what they ſay, is not to be que-\ , 
ſlroned. Nor do I doubt but that 
they might live ſo, as to avoid it 
in many Caſes, i which they too) + 
eafuly indulge themſelves mm the! 
uſe of it. - But yet ftull, the pre- 
gs of the W, ty T9] 
I do not ſee bow it # poſſible 
for the Beſt Chriſtian, altoge- 
ther to decline it : Nor is ther: Pl 
any reaſon why Any one ſhoulc G 
make it a Matter of Conſciency - 
wholly toavoid it. W 


The Preface. XVii 
WE are told : F maeed , of 
* Gregory Nazianzen , that * vid cre. 
; | xpon bis Converſun to the Chri Fr. Grp 
Cc tan Faith , he reſolved , once * - 
for all, Rats to Swear while he Naz. carm. 


at © 


Id 
1} lived 5 and that be did manage uf 


dl bimſelf i in ſuch wiſe as to keep to 4 
of his Reſolution ; and aid - not 
o Swear to the Day of his Death. 
ue- ind ſeveral of the * AOD- * naftjn Phal. xiv 
| cient Fathers there are, Mi. Thaw, B. 
1 who have ſpoken, im ſuch Mere meet cn. 
\ Terms, 0 0K Matter ; 1hano[.Serm. De Paſ- 
as if ſuch a Reſolution Tom.l p: 995 
"4 bad not been ſo much the Parti- 
cular Praiſe of that Great Man, 
1 az the Common Duty of All 
S” 7 Chriſtians. But get, when all 
we is done , either the Methods of 
= Government mu be wholly 
NnCcE - | b 3 chan- 


The Preface. 

changed, - and _ ſome new Models | 
be ſet up, that were never get pra- | 
Ghiſed: m the World : Or were | 
thoſe Fathers 'now living , they 1 
muſt ſet ſome Bounds to therr | 
Expreſſions ; and plamly Re- 
{train them to that, which I do 
mndeed look upon to have been their 
True Meaning; viz. Not to | th 
Forbid All Swearing whatſo- } n, 
- * That this was VET > Out only * All 0 
ehelenſs of Greg. «x. Voluntary , and Vain | ki 


(one of Oppoſers of SWearing 3 and in which | cr 


Swearing in thoſe \. . 
avs) wevidentfrom Fey were moſt certainly | tn 
chat Excellent Dil” 7, the right '3C 
courſe of his, which got. , 
ſtill remains to us, a+ _ 

gaioſt choſe, who Swear much, Where firſt he adviſes, if ic 

may be, as moſt ſafe, not to Swear at a#: But if that can- | g5 
not be obtain'd ; then in the next place to Swear only in Þ} th, 

Co 0 Bow to be hype pur an Oarh; Asto 2 ,; 
ree @ Man's [e & ; to wvindicate hs Reputation, 

and the like. "ay roy A at large puradd by him, : Ss 


To. ii. Iombic: wn. legs Bloaubguus, p. 224- ; | fh 


The Preface. XIX 
IT was a Remarkable Defe- 


1 rence 'that was paid to the Ho- 
1 neſty of One heretofore among the 
1 Athenians, * That being call d, * Vid.ci- 


ceron. Orat, 


1 ujon a certain Occafuon, to SWear pre 1. com. 
# to the Truth of what be faid "nas: 
| and being come to the Altar (as 
the Mamer there was) in order 


to | thereunto ; the Judges would by 
(0- } no means allow of it " but thought 


\Il J it a ſhame that 2 Polen of fuch 


in known Integrity, ſhould not be 
ch | credited without an Oath. 4nd 


X* . 
' | tn ſome of the * Ancient » x, 5, www, 
7 Canons, confirm d ( As % 1 xavoves xwndy- 
ot KAnerxdy Ouuna, + 
4 to fays Photiz, Nomoc. 
Tit. ix. cap. 1. pag. 
953. See alſo Cod. Theodoſ. Lib. 1. Tit, iii. Conft. 25. And 
the ſame is affirmed by Mart, Blaſtare: ; viz. That the Ci- 
wvil-laws themſelves excuſed. Cler, -men from Swearing. 
Synt agm. Alphab. Lit. E. cap. 22. "And odores Balſamon 
© Is he ſame Opinion 3 at leaſt from the time that the Ba- 
fillem was + : In Phot. Nemocan, Tit. ix, cap» 27. 
T in the. Laws of Lombardy , and in the Capitularies of Louts 


che Emperour, the ſame Exemption was continued. Vid. Noe. 
| Fabrotiy 


KK The Preface. 
Fabrotii «d Balſam : ColleR. e Lib. r. Cod. Tie. tid. c 23. % 
And even in our own Country , the Council of Bergham- | er, 
fead, Can. 17, confirm'd this to the Biſbops : And 1a the al 
Excerpta of Egbert Arch-biſhop of Tirk, not long after, we 5 
find the ſame Priviledge extended to 44 Pricfl : Vid. in 


Spelmann. To. 1+ 
to this Matter ) by the Civil 
Laws; there was that Relpect (py 
paid to the Prieſtly FunGtion, þ 
that he who was admitted unto F 
Holy Orders, was from thence- (; 
forth free from All Obligation þ 
to Swear, even in thoſe Caſes, By 
z which All Others were. ex- 
preſly required to dozt, Only, if dhi 
need were , they might be obliged 
to grve ſome other Caution of Tb, 
therr Fidelity, that did not ſeem Di 
ſo much to. reflef# upon _the Sa- Be 
credneſs of therr Character. S$w 
BU T. fill, -to Swear upou ano 
# juſt Occaſion, was in the. ge- @vi 
| neral | 


| The Preface. XX 
35" tyeral allowd to be not only Law- 


[he Fal, but Neceſlary : And thoſe 
{is ery Exemptions that freed ſome 
;/- Certain Perſons from :t, did but 
vil gbe more confirm the Churches 
ct Wpprobation of it in Others. 
T © enter upon a Particular 
Examimation of the ſeveral Pal- 
pes of the Primitive Fathers 
on which ſeem to ſpeak againſt All 
es, Pwearing whatſoever ;_ # an 
eX= taking neither Pro or 
yif bhi - Why nor otherwiſe de 
red ary for the V indication of what 
of T have Aſlerted tn the following 
em Diſcourſes. But that the moſt 
Ya- Bevere them did allow of ' 
dwearing, when duly Required, 
pou &nd Reverently Perform'd , i 
ge- Evident from-bence ; That we fad 
ral | the 


Cen 


* 


Xxii The Preface. 


the moſs Religious Emperours, | 


and over whom thoſe Fathers, 

which ſeem to ſpeaki\-with the 
greateſt Warmth againſt ut , had 

a very Powerful Influence ; never- 
theleſs both to have. Solemaly 

« & an tnfanes © Oworn themſelves , 
of this in Conſtantine and to have Continued 
ye: Ld i Tire. the || Neceſhity of others 
Sr» Fg. doing likewiſe. And yet, 
PFCos Iii Tit.go,” 78 4065 70t appear , that 
noun £712 er they were cenura 
Phot. Nomocane Tits by any of thoſe Father $ 
pai upon this Account. al 
BUT this is not all : They 

did not only Conſent to the Ne- 
celſity- of Mens were, as 
Impoſed by the Imperial'taws ; 
c/o AurTe x Purfued the 

Jame Method ; and” by thats 


own | 


The Preface. XXlil 
own. Conſtitutions required it 
lthewiſe. 
IT was a very Selemn, and 
( which ought yet more to be Re- 
markd ) a Voluntary Oath 
| too, that * Athanaſtus _ 
made , m his Apolo- ;. Ro w who ho 
gy to Conſtantius ; to es ts 
jree himſelf from a 4 Loc. ſupr. Ci- 
certain Suſpicion which 
that Emperour had, it feems, 
(without any juſt Grounds ) ta- 
. hen up agamſt hm, 
St, © rug freely ©, ono cap-he 
tells us what his own 
PraCtice, m this particular , 
was : 'That he neither choſe to 
Swear, when be could avoid it ; 
nor refuſed to Swear , when be 
wae lawfully required fo to do. 
Even 


| 


KXIV The Preface. 


ment. in Can. XXIX. 


S. Baſilii : Nay he el than whom none has 
took = into Or- ſe f, 


Jers who had raſbly Written more exprel] 
Sworn not to accept 


DS Gan againſt All Swearing ; 
A, 16 Jet #8 Þis Canonical E- 
£ apud 6. <ihch. piſtles, wot only empoſes 
_ no Punſhment on thoſe 
who Swore as they ought 

| See Can, S. Boſh to do ; but by aſſigning a 
| oe: * ſuitable || Pennance to 
thoſe who Sware amiſs, 

did, m effet#, acknowledge the 
Lawfulnelſs of Swearing, when 
prouſly and carefully perform d. And 

a more ancient Father than he, 

St. Cyprian , complaming of the 
Decay of Diſcipline the 
Church ; and that ſo far as to 
aſcribe the Decian Perſecution 

to the declenſun of it ;, inveighs 


mndeed 


* See Balſam, Com- FZypy * St, Baſil bim- ; 


+ © a1 


| 
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| indeed bitterly againſ; the Inqui- 
ty of thoſe Times, * for SWEAT- * Nm jurs- 


re ranium 


ing faltly, and without 4 due Temers, 


+» ſed adhuc 


regard to what they Swore 3/77, 
but ſays not a word agamnſs the jerare: De 


thing zts ſelf : Which yet, had Er Oam 


he thought all SW earing what- 


ſoever to have been unlawful, be 


would hardly have let paſs, with- 
out declaring, upon that occaſuon, 
his Reſentments againſt it, 

IT was much about the ſame 
time, that we find * A= _ | 
nother of thoſe e Holy CEE 
Men refle&ing,with ſome 429; & a1, o9hs 
warmth, upon N ovatian, he ſametime,both 


allow'd of and pra- 


for obliging thoſe,to whom Auſcd Swearing. 1. 
cad. 40. Þ. 190. C. 

Je And if we would go 

yet higher ; St. Baſil 

will furniſh us with the Example of St. Clement , the Com- 
panion of St. Pau! : Lib. de Sp. S. cap. 29, Tofay nothing 
of that Repreſentation which Lucian makes of the com- 
mon prattice of rh:2 Chriſtians, as to this matter, in his Phi- 
lipat. pag, 1121, 


———— —— 
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he gave the Communion, to SWear 
to him, that they would never fall 
off from his Party. This he re- 
preſents to us as-a moſt Wicked 
Attempt ; but without the leaſt 
Reflettton upon the ACt of Swear- 
ing, as zf there would have been 
any thing blame-worthy in that, 
had the Subſtance of therr Oath 


been lawful, and the Nature of 


zt allowable. Nor can it, n- 
deed, be thought that Novatian 
himſelf , who ſet up for a more 
exatt Obſervance of the Dilci- 
pline of the Church than any o- 
ther of his time ; and pretended,for 
that very reaſon, to ſeparate from 
the Communion of the Catho- 
Iick Biſhops, that they did not 
keep ſo ſtriflly, as they ought, 

to 


| 
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tort 3 would not only have obliged 
others to Swear to him, but would 
| bave * ſolemnly fworn him- * zi. 


| Glf; Go that whilſt he was Fg =_ 
| Jet in the herghth of bis Reputa- 3,7 


| tron) had there been any thing 


in the ACt of Swearing contrary 
to the Opinion of the moſt Pre- 


” ciſe Men i thoſe Days. And 


if we look yet lower, we ſhall mect 
with whole Councils which have 
net only conſented to the ſt ame 


| PraCtice, but have been the Au- 
; thors of forcing Mex to ſubmic 


to it : as the || Council of Ephe-[ 774.6+. 


Voſſi: Hiſt. 


ſus, zn the Caſe of Neſtorius, p:i:g. . 


is particularly obſerved to have. $2.44 TO 
done. And from all which it plam- 


by follows, that the ancient Fa- 


thers were not againſt All Sw ear- 
ing 


- «as —o- 
= - — 7, 


SP —. = 
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Vid. Grot. 
Amnnot. in 
Mat .v. 34+ 
here 
there are 
ſeveral In. 
flances of 
each of 
theſe. 


ing whatſoever : Nor zntended 
any more by ther Expreſſions to 
this purpoſe, than what ſeveral 
of the Heathen Moraliſts them- 


ſelves did , when they adviſed 


their Diſciples to abſtain, m like 
manner, from Swearing altoge- 


ther 3 but yet expounded them- | 
ſelves ſo, as to ſhew, that by 


Swearing, they meant only Vo- 
luntary Swearing 3 and that 
they ſbould forbear even that too, 


only where there was no need of 


zt , nor any ſufficient Engage- 
ment laid upon them to oblige 
them to it. 

ISHALL conclude theſe 
Remarks with that Notable Ac- 
count which Joſephus-has grven 
wu of the Eflenes 3 one of the 


ſiriteſt 
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ftrifteſi Sects among the Jews, 


and ſo conformable 


mn their 


Manners to the Rules of the 
Goſpel , that ſome have miſta- 
ken them for Chriſtians. Now 
one of the Maxims by which, (if 
we may credit that Hiſtorian) 
they govern d themſelves, was this 


of our Saviour, * Not 
to Swear at All. 4nd 
get to this very Rule 
( among. others ) they 
bound themſelves with 


' an || Oath ; the better 


to ſecure therr obſer- 
Pance of it. And the 


* De Bello Tudaico : 
lib, ii. ,c. 12, Kai Nay 
wy 73 pn38, Ow 
Tay iogupsTeeg! Gora * 
Tas CES 'Aulois 
Fic] fiocp T7 The 
Emmoprins Wveronaubd- 
yoy]es. 

|| 16. p. 586. Edir. Gl, 
INety NN # zotvig dx a5% 
Teggins, "Oexus *Auleis 
*"Ourvun gemandis. 


only Account that we can gre of 
which ſeeming ContradiCtion, 
between therr Principle and Pra- 
Etice, is this ; That im Matters 


C 


f 
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f this nature, tho the Expreſ- 
10ns be general, yet they muſt 
fill be moderated with ſuch Li- 


mitations as both the Nature of 


the Thing zts ſelf requires, and 
the general Conſent of Mankind 
agrees, ought to be put upon them. 
But eſpecially, when, by ſo domg, 
there 1s nothing allow'd of, but 
what is both innocent and rea- 
ſonable ; And the denial where- 
of would wnavoidably run Man- 
kind znto endleſs Miſchiefs and 
Inconventencies. 

AND now, having ſaid thus 
much in Anſwer to the Two 
Great Prejudices which ſeem d 
to iye agamft the Account which 
I have gven of our Saviour 's 
Prohibition, Swear not at All: 


The 


— 


=] 


Lay 
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* . The one taken from the Univer- 
| fality of the Words themſelves ; 
the other, from the Opinion , 

' which the moſt Primitive Fa- 
thers, have been thought to have 

| \ entertain 4 of this Matrer ; and 
2 ſhewn that lome Temperamenc 
F muſt be allow d of in the Expoſt- 
| tion of 2t: 1 ſhall ſay no more 
mm behalf of that Interpretation 
which I have grven of it , than 

- + this ; That if the Principles 
which I build upon be allow ; 


XXX 


(as, I think, [ have * ſhewn * Chapt. 


# * they cannot reaſonably be de- 
> | nyd) then muſt my Explication 
d be confeſs'd to be both very Natu- 
Þ | ral m ts ſelf , and very Apree- 
S | able to that which was Evidently 
*  owr Saviours Deſign i that 
e C 2 place ; 


SeR. 25, 


&s«. 
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place ;, viz. To reſcue the Au- 
choriry of the Third Com- 
mandment, from thoſe Abuſes 
which the Jews bad made of it. 
And tho by this means it will fol- 
low, againſt the Errour of Some, 
that All Swearing, © not for- 
bidden ; y:t will tt alſo follow, 
againſt the | icentiouſnels of O- 
thers, That all Vain and Need- 
leſs Swearing , but eſpecially 
That of Mens Common Di- 
ſcourſe, zs Utterly Wicked and 
Unjuſtifiable. 

BUT our Saviour was not 
content ts reſtram Men from the 
PraCtice of Cuſtomary-Swear- 
ing only; but, if I am not very 
much miſtaken, did alſo Farther 
aim at Another Corruption, 

very 


| 


'The Preface. XXXUit 


very frequent among the Jews; 
and improved by them to Very bad 
purpoſes; and that was, of Swear- 
ing after ſome other manner, 
than by the Name of God 
only. 

THIS was mdeed a very 
prevailing Wractice not only a- 
mong the Jews, but among moſt 
* other Nations, mm _ 
thoſe days. And that Ci. Virg, En ——_ 
which render d ut the 4% Par" 4 yo 
more dangerour, Was, 7n v % 3h 57, tn 
that they accounted it £6. xxiv. cap. 5. Proc. 

e Bell. Perſic. Lib. I. « 4. 

a Matter of Piety, 
to Swear after this Manner : 
l| nd thought that they hereby | gen; 
ſhewd a great reſpet# to thetr z 786. $:n 
Gods, m that they did not make z;rg. x». 
uſe of their Names, upon every 7; * © 
+ ord1- 


= 
= | 
'F 
8 
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ordinary Occaſion. Aud the 
Conſequence of it was with them, 
as we are told it was with the 
Jews 5 That they fell, by this 
means, into a Cuſtomary Pra- 
Ctice of Vain-Swearing ; and 
often tames accounted it no great 


Crime, even to for{wear them- 
ſelves. 


IT is I ww Very confidently 
afferm d by ſome, That it was no 
art of our Saviour's Deſign to 
Aboliſh ſuch Swearing ; which 
they are ſtill willing to favour, as 


AW... 


innocent and allowable. But if | 


this Swearing were not only juſt- 
' See be Ly to be * Reproved zn the Jews, 


19w, Chap. 


* HI. $.30. but was made uſe of by them to 


very 1l] Purpoſes too ; Jud if 
the * Deſign of our SaVICUr was 


? 


wed s. wes wt es 5% = = 4 


VT I i. "I 


The Preface, KXRV 


to Correct thoſe Abuſes which 
that People had introduced mmto this 
Practice, and to prevent Our 
falling znto the like Hereafter : 
then, (mice this could no way ſo 
efteCtually be done, as by tor- 
bidding this kind of Swearing 
Altogether, and that brs Words 
Do Naturally invite Us to ſuch 
a Conſtruction ; 1 cannot tma- 
gine why we ſhould not Rather 
Extend them to ſuch a Senſe, 
than put ſome kind of Violences 
upon them for the ſake of a Pra- 
Ctice, :f zot plainly FE- . 


C 4 VI 3 after the manner 
of the Gentiles is Evil, cannot be doubred. Hence 
it was that the Anciznt Canons of the Church expreſly For- 
bade it : See Concil.Trull. can. 94. Conf.Can. Baſil. 81. And 
the Civil Law made ſuch Oath; Void, Baſil. lib. xXn. Tit» 5. 
But the Canon Law is more General: and forbids Swearing 
by Any Creature : 22, 0. 1.cop- 7,8,9,10. Yet fill they Al- 
low'd ro Swear Otherwiſe than by God only. v. g. Pcr 5alutemn 
Imp. Baſil. ib. By the Euchariſt. Euſeb. Hift. Eccl. /. vis ap-43+ 
Not to mention any moreParticulars. id. Auguſt.Serm deVers. 
Apeſt. xxviii. Greg. Naz. Carm, lamb. xx. Tom. ii. Pag. 220» 
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vil, yet to be ſure not Good ; 


nor that can naturally lead to any 
Wiſe or Good End. But I ſhall 
mnſiſt no longer upon a Point, 
which, however it be determaned 
will, ether way, meet with a 
ſufficient Reſolution, as to what 
concerns our PraCtice ; and then 
tis no Great Matter what becomes 
of our Speculations concerning 2t. 
And it is Time for Me to Q on 
from the Conſuderation of what our 
Saviour has forbidden us ; to 
Inquire, How He has direCted 
us to Behave Our ſelves, n Our 
Communication with One 
Another. 

I N the Proſecution of which 
Enquiry, 1 muſt here Once for 
All freely Confeſs, that I have 


net 


not kept ſo Cloſely, to the Words 
7 of our Saviour, as zn the Other 
{ Particulars 1 took Care to Do. 
| The Reaſon of which was, that I 
' was willing, upon this Occa gfon 
! to Conſider Alll the Several So 
> of Contirmation that are com- 

monly made Uſe of in Mens Con- 
verſation with One Another , 
Under the Degree of an Oath : 
And which being the Only Thing 
Our Saviour was here concern 4 
; to Forbid, I thought that What- 
| ſoever was "Short of T hat, mzgbt, 
at leaſt, be fairly Reduced to 
the Del1gn of this "Hire 

I HAVE, mdeed, endea- 
voured in my Reflections upon 
this Occaſuon, to ſhew, that not 
oaly the Deſign of ozr Saviour 


Ars 
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did Extend to All theſe ; but | 
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that bis very Expreſhions Them- 
ſelves might be ſo Interpeted, 


es to Comprehend the moſt of 


Them. And ſome very Learn- 
ed Men there are, who have 
Accordingly Gryen us ſuch an 
Account of Them. But as 1 
will not make my ſelf a Party m 
this Debate 3 ſo having fairly 
Repreſented the Grounds wpon 
which they Go, and grven them 
all the Strength that, 1 Concerve, 
They are Capable of ; I ſhall 
leave it to Every One to Juage 
as he ſees cauſe to Do. Only as 
to the Rules of PraCtice which 
have drawn from my Remarks up- 
on this Point ; theſe, I think , 
are Plain and Secure : And may, 
as 


— Ga a i. af td 


wes ELDAR Ei BR. Eon, os. DAG os 
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as ſuch, be follow'd without any 
Danger, or-Scruple, by Us. 
FROM the Direction of 


our Saviour, How we ought to 


Behave our ſelves in Our Con- 
verſation with One Another; 
1 paſs on to the Reaſon grven by 
Him, Why we Ought not to 
proceed any Farther ? Namely, 
That Whatſoever is more than 
Theſe, Cometh of Evil. 4nd 
of this I offer Two Interpreta- 
tions, Both Good, and Both m- 
differemly Agreeing with his 
Words, as they ſtand m the 
Original. And [ thought it Bet- 
ter for Me to Take Both, than to 
Prefer That which our Own In- 
terpreters ſeem Rather to have 
Approved of; That ſo I might the 


more 
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more clearly ſhew upon what juſt 
Grounds this Aﬀſertion of our 
Saviour zs founded ; and what 
Good Reaſon He had to Re- 
quire us, to Manage our Conver- 
ſation, according to Thoſe Mea- 
{ures be had before Preſcribed to 
Us. 

HAVING thus Gone thro 
the Diſcourſe of our Bleſſed Lord 
upon this Subject ; 1 Conclude 
all with T wo farther Confide- 
rations, the better to Improve 
what I had before Offer d, and to 
Reduce the Whole to Practice. 
Ih the Former of which, I En- 
quire into the Caules f that 
Great Encreaſe which has, m 


theſe latter times, been made of 


Both the Sins forbidden by our Sa- 
VIQUT 


| 
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viour on thts Occaſion ; viz. 
Both of Falſe , and of Vain- 
Swearing: And having done 
this, I, m the next place, take 
Occaſun from thence to lay down 
ſuch General DireEtions, as ſeem 
to be the muſt Proper, under Our 
preſent Circumſtances, to Draw 


Men off from the Practice of 


them Both. And the Here, 
( as indeed throughout this Whole 
T reetiſe ) I have endeavour 4 to 
bring my RefleCtions imo as 
Narrow a Compals as :t was 
poſſible, without either falling mto 
Obſcurity ez the One hand ; or 
Omictivg what was fit to be Ta- 
ken Notice of on the Other : 
Tet, [ hope, 1 have laid down 
ſuch General Rules, as being 
care- 


xli 
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carefully Applied, may ſuffice to 
ſerve the Neceſſities of the Moſt 
of thoſe, who ſhall need ether Di- 
reCtion, or SatisfaCtion as to 
theſe Matters. 

A S for the Compolure of the 
following Diſcourſes , zt ts as 
Plain as 1 was Able to make it ; 
and as the Firſt Deſign [ had im 
Compoſing of Them, Required 
zt to be, But becauſe it May now 
be expetted that 1 ſhould Anſwer 
for the Grounds of my Aﬀlerti- 
ons ; and give ſome Account up- 
on what Reaſons 1 Built Them : 
I bave therefore taken Care for the 
Satisfattion of Thoſe who are 
more Learned, to add all Along 
ſuchObſervations,as ſhall, truſt, 
be ſufficient to Vindicate me fron 

A=- 
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| having, either in my Interpreta- 


' tion of Holy Scripture, or mm 
| my Deductions from tt , ad- 


vanced Any thing without ſome 


| tolerable Reaſon ; and ſe/dom 


without ſome Good Authority 
alſo, for my Domg of tt. 

IF, afier All, it ſhall be 
Askd how 1 come to Publiſh my 
RefleCtions pon this Subject, 
I ſhall only Add thus much to what 
I have already ſaid ; that as 1 
firſt Compoſed theſe Diſcourles 


\ out of a juſt Reſpect to the Pub- 


lick Authority, and for the Be- 
nefit of Thoſe whom God has 
Committed t9 my Charge ; ſo 
being Perſwaded that what was, | 
Hope, not Un-Ulctully Heard 


' Once, may be more Proficably 


Read, 


—— — — — —— — 


xliv The Preface. 
Read, and Conliderd agarn ; 
and Reach many from the Preſs, 
whom it is not Poſſible for me to 
InſtruCt from the Pulpic : And | 1 
having never met with any Ori» | | 
ginal Treatiſe in our Own Lan- ; [ 

EM 
| þ 


guage, that had ſo particularly * 
handled this Whole Argument ; |” 
I was willing to Contribute my | 
Part, towards the Reforming 

of a V ice, which our Laws had © 
taken ſo Worthy a Care to ſup- © 
re 


T HIS was the Motive that © _. 
firſt led me to the Publiſhing of | Sr 
Theſe Plain Diſcourſes ; And | ofs 
I hope, through God's Bleſhng, © anc 
They may not be dltogether Uln- © = 
profitable to this End. Thus |? * 
much I dare ſay, in Behalf of | 


them ; 
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1 them ; That to the Pious and 
Unprejudiced, they Will offer 
| Reaſons enowgh to Convince 
| them of their Duty as to theſe 
- 7 Matters : And for thoſe who are 
- 2 not ſo; tt rs in Vain to Hope by 
y : Any Arguments whatſoever to 
2 Reclaim Them. 


edt Ea 


mn © ww Vs 


at | The Genuine Epiſtles of St. Barnabas, 
' © St. Ignatius, St. Clement, St. Polycarp. The 
of 2 Shepherd of Hermas, and the Martyrdoms 

= of St. Ignatius and St. Polycarp. Tranſlated 
p, and Publiſhed with a large Preliminary 
1. | Diſcourſe, by W. Wake, D. D. 8*. Sold 
_ * by R. Sare at Grays-Inn-Gate in Holbron. 
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CONTENTS. 


CHAP. I. 


N which it is briefly 
| ſhewn, How the Caſe 
of Swearing ſtood with 

the Jews, under the Law. 
Page 1. 

The meaning of that expreſſi- #4 

on, 1t hath been ſaid by Them | 
of Old times, briefly hinted 
at : And an Enquiry made 
into the Probilation of our 
Saviour ; Thou ſhalt not For- 
ſwear thy ſelf, &c. $. 1, 


s 3. The 
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The State of this Matter under 
the Law, deliverd in four 
; Particulars. p.-4. 

' 8. That the Zews, were (in 
> Genera] allow'd to Swear. 
g- 4 5- Buryer, 

2. That they were to Swear 
' onlyby Gods Name... 6. &c. 
Ay  3- Nor by God s Name on every 
light, or frivolous Occaſun ; 
-þ Nor,-particularly, in their 
Common Converſation with 
25 One Anothor, g. 10, &c. 
"©. 4. Much lefs Falſely, which 
was the main thing they 
were required to have a 
Care of, $. 12. 
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CHAP. 1 
Wherein is con{iderd, What |: 


Perjury 1s ; and How ma- +. 
ny ways it may be Com- 
mitted 2 And ſome Re- . 
flections are - offerd to ' 
ſhew the particular Heznouſ- 
neſs and Maliynty of it.p.13. 

Oaths are of two kinds ; 4ſ- 
ſertory and Promiſſory : and 
Perjury may be divers ways 
committed in Each of 
Them. 5. 1. 

I. In an Aſſertory Oath. 

By } wearing to the Truth of 
any thing, which at the 
ſame Time we either Cer- 
tainly Know to be Falſe, - 

0 
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do not Know to be True. $.3. 
By Prevaricating in any Confi- 
derable C:rcumftance of what 
we Swear to ; Of which 
ſeveral Inſtances are offer- 
ed. g. 5. 
IT. In a Promiſſory Oath. p. 17. 


: He forſwears himſelf , who 


Promiſes to do that which at 
the ſame time' He does not 
zntend to perform. Q. 7. 
Or to Do that which He 
knows He cannot Perform.g.8. 
Or which He knows He 
Ought not to Do. $9, 10. 
Orto A& contrary to what He 
had before ſworn to do.g.1 2. 
He Forſwears himſelf, who 
having Sworn to do Any thing, 
afterwards neglects to make 
d 3 (Good 
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Good his Promiſe. g. 14. 
What chings are required, in 
. All Kinds of Oaths, to-pre- 
vent our being Perpured, in 
taking of Them 2 g. 16. 
He who cauſes Another to 
. Forſwear himſelf,is as Guilty 
of Sin, as1f, he had done it 
| Himſelf. q. 47. 
Nor.1s he clear, who requires 
another to ſwear to that, 
; which He has reaſon tobe- 
.2 Lieve, . will make Him Gwl- 
Fi ,. ty of perjury. g. 18. + 
""ſ Of the peculiar Maltgnuty of 
\l - this Sm. p.26. 
it. With reſpect to God.. g. 21, 
2%. To our Selves. $27. 
3% To Other Men. . 34. 
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"F"— CHAP. 11. 


1 | Wherein is ſhewn, That 
= = wearing whatſoe- 


. ver, 1s not forbidden un- 
| dertheGeſpe/: Andan En- 
( quiry 1s mades What thar 


Swearms 15 which our Savi- 
'S our has prohibited, as Abſo- 
- lutely Evil, and Unlawful ? 
F P. 39: 
{- | Our Saviours words ſeem to 
Probibit All Swearmg ; and 
f ' ave been fo Unertfo by 
ſome. 4. 1. 
1 The meaning of Them ſhewn 
1n-the Three following Con- 
cluſuns. 


d 4 1. That 
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1, That it was not the Intent:- 
on of our Saviur to Forbid 
All Swearing whatſoever ; as 
ſumply, and abſolutely Unlaw- 
ful, underthe Gofpel. $. 3. 

There was no Reaſ9, why He 
ſhould do it. $. 4. &c. - 

It is Certain He did not zntend 

\ .todoit. d. 12, ec, 

2. That we are not to Extend 
the Meaning of ſuch Expreſ- 
frons, to the utmoſt ſenſe 
that the. Words are capable 
of ; when it otherwiſe Ap- 
pears that We ought not ſo 
to do. Fg. 20, 


3. That to, know what -the | 
true Meaning of our Saviour | 


here was, we muſt conft- 
der, what was Amis in the 
Com- 
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Common Prattice of the Jews, 
as to this Matter ; and what 
our Lord delign'd to Corrett 
F in It. 5. 24. 
. 7 The prattice of the Jews en- 
2 © . quired into. $. 25, 

' Our Savuurs prohibition from 
{ thence explaind. g. 27. 

And ſhewn to Forbid, 

1 1. Common-Swearmg. 9.27, 
= _ 2. Swearing Otherwiſe than by 
e God only. 5. 30. 
e * Practical Obſervations on 
J- 
O 


y T. 


| 


. a, 


Each of Thele : And, 

'1. AStTO Common-Swearing, 
To ſwear in our Common Diſ- 
e courſe with One Another, is 
r Abſolutely Evil and Unlaw- 


1- ful, $. 33. 
No 


| 

[ 
© - 
: 
bi 
f 


— = —— 
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No Man ſhould ever chooſe to } 


Swear in Any Caſe, where | 


he can fairly Avoid the do- 
ing of it. s. 37. 


a Care of entring ito Pro- 


| O 
But eſpecially, we ſhould have ' 


- miſſory Oaths, as the moſt © 
dangerous of any to be ta- ' 


ken by Us. 5.41. 


2. As to fonamy Otherwiſe 


than by God only. 


It is mas ſafes never to uſe 


any Oath, but by che Name * | 
we BI 
it 15 Unlawful to ſwear after any ; 


of God -only. 5, 4 4+ 


Other manner, for thoſe Evil 


Ends that the'Jews'had, and | 


that Ochers commonly have, 
n the Doing of it.-6. 47. 


CHAP,* 


Tl 
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CHA P. IV. 


Of the ſeveral Ways of 
Confirming \'What is Spo- 
ken' or Promiſed, under the 
degree of an Oath : How far 
they may be made {{/e of in 
Men's Private Converſation ? 
And for what Reaſon it 

- was nor fitting that Men 
ſe | ſhould have been Allow'd 

| to Go any farther? p. 76. 

| The meaning of that paſſage, 

1 let your Communication be yea, 

ul yea; nay, may ; inquired 

1d © Into;and the Account given 

6, by ſome of ic Rejected. 6.2. 

That we may Repeat what we 
affirm or deny 3 the better to 
g1VC 
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give Credit to the Truth of | 
what we ſay. &. 5: 


= 4 


That we may Confirm what we © 
ſay, by adding an fſjevers ' 


tzon tO 1t. 5* 7. 


And in ſome Caſes, may go 
yet higher : and do more to © \ 
confirm che truth of what we 


ſpeak.-'s, 10. 


Whether .it be lawful to Uſe | 


Imprecations for this End. 
9. 


An Enquiry made, 1ato the | 


Reaſon offer d by our Sav:- 


our, why we muſt not go | 
beyond choſe bounds : viz. 
That whatſoever 1s more than 


theſe,” Cometh of Bil. 
P- 93: 


And 


The Contents. 


of 2 And the Truth of it ' ſhewn at 


io | Jarge, from ſeveral Confide- 


s rations. &. 23. &C. 
| CHAP. V. 
08 
" * Wherein an Enquiry is 


made into the Canſes 
le. both of that Common and 
Falſe-ſwearing which fo 
much abounds in theWorld : 
h And ſome d:rett1ons are of- | 
M6 ferd forthe better Prevents 

” on of Bothof Them. p.uz, | 
4 * 1* Of che Cauſes of Commun, | 

Jan © 
pil, 


and Falſe-ſwearing. 

How Men come to ſwear lo 
frequently in their Ordmary 
converſation, 9. 4. 


nc | Whence 
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Whence. it is that they are fo 
ready to do it, on Every lit- 
tle Occaſion 2 5. 6. 


Four Mccovnts offered of it ; to 


$. zG. 


How Men are brought ſo eaſi- | 
x ly to Forſwear themſelves 2? 


( 16, 
2% Some direftions offer'd for 
' the Correfton of both theſe 
Evils, 
Of Perjury. 5. 23. 
Of Common Swearmg, 5.29.&c. 


The Whole concluded. 


s, 44. ec. 


St. Mat, 


nm 


St. Mat. v. 


33-* Tebavebeardthat it hath 

been ſaid by themof Old Time; 

* T hou ſbak not torſwear thy ſelf, 
but ſhalt perform unto the Lozp 
thine Oarhs. 

34. * But I ſayunto youlwear 
not at all: Neither by Heaven for 
i is God's Throne ; nor by the 
Earth for it is bx Footſtool ; nei- 
oo by Jeruſalem, for it s the 

City of the Great King. Neither 
fak thou {wear by thy —_ 
C- 


i C2 — D——————  —_— "Ze 


aac 208 2, 2 YA <a a © 


becauſe thou canſt not make One 
Hair White or Black. 

7. But let your Communicati- 
on be Yea, yea; Nay, nay: * For 
whatſoever is more than theſe 


cometh of Evil. 


4 


In 


A 
Practical Diſcourſe 


Concerning 


SW EARING. 


* . &, # 


In which it i briefly ſhewn, How © 
the Caſe of Swearing ſtood 


with the Jews, under the Law. 


z have 
LIC be ef 0 = 


B ty 


a. —<—_- _ _ 
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ty He was here about to propole 
to-us 3 Te have heard, that it hath 


+ So the Syriac 
Verſion renders it, 
and St. Chryf. here- 


' tofore underſtood it ; 


Hom. xvi. in Mat, 
CompareTh-ophyl. on 
the place. And fo in» 
deed the Oppoſition 
between this and the 
following Verſe, re- 
quires us to expound 
it: "Epp63n Tois ee- 


| Xatiug'-- E203 RN ak 


4 vply. 


been ſaid BT, or rather | 
TO, Them of Old Times: 
(Whether in thoſe words 
He deſigned to referr to 
the Law, as delivered by 
Moſes to the Jews; Or as 
Expounded, and Corrupt- 
ed, by the Gloſſes of T hoſe 
who folow'd. after : ) Yet 
this I take to be without 
all doubt; that in the 


Command, or rather Prohibition, be- 
fore ns, there is nothing propoſed 
to us but what may, if not in Ex- 


preſs Terms be found in the Law of | 


Moſes, yet by plain and undoubted 
Conſequente be drawn from the 
Words of it. 


ol 


[| So Grotizs in his 
Annotations vn this 


2. I T has been thought by 


1] Some, that what'the E- 
vangeliſt here renders, Thou 


place ; and in-his Ex- ſbalt not Forſwear thy ſelf, 


plication of the De-+ 
onogue, Command. 
30, 


was Originally. delivered 
by our Bleſſed Lord, in the 


very 


concerning Swearmeg. 


very Words of the Third Com- 
mandment ; Thow ſhalt not take the 


* Name of the Lord thy God in Vain: 


* And that what follows in the lat- 
ter part of this Verſe, But ſhalt per- 
form unto the Lord thine Oaths, was 
added by him from Numb, xxx. 2. 
as an Exepgetical Explication of that 
Precept ; and to ſhew, that what 


he was about to deliver concern- - 


ing it, was principally to be un- 
derſtood of Promiſſory Oaths ; and 
to which he ſuppofes that Com- 
manament was always intended , 
more Eſpecially, to referr. 

3. WHETHER this Conje- 
Aure be Good or no, yet this, at 
leaſt, we may be Confident of ; 
That we cannot” take a better 
Courſe to Underſtand what our 
Saviour meant to preſcribe to us 
Chriſtians, as to this point of Smear- 
ing; thanto conſider How the Caſe 
of an Oath ſtood heretofore under 
the Law , and What God propo- 
{ed to the Jews concerning it. 

B 2 4. AND 


* Grot. ib. 
in Mat, vv. 
33s 
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4. AND here, (iſt) Ir is cer- 
tain, that it was, in the general, 


permitted to Them to Swear ; pro- 
vided that They did it with that 


Due Care, and after ſuch a Manner, ' 


as I ſhall preſently ſhew God re- 
quired Them to Do it. 


5s. THIS, in many Caſes, ' 


the + Law of Moſes ex- | 
© cher pol prefly Obliged them to: 
—- Xs 20, * And their moſt Holy | 
Numb. v. 19,2! Afey not only did it up- | 


* Toſh. ii. 12, 17, &c+ 
=. 19,20, On Other Occaſions; || but *' 


— when they did ir, look'd | 

Ezra Xx. 5+ | upon It as an Honour paid 

{ Nehem. v. 12, 19. to God, and as a Service 
* 29 which ſhould not fail to 


be both Accepted and Rewarded by 
Him. And to take away all ſcruple, 
as to this particular; G OD him- 
ſelf not only, upon ſeveral Occa- 
ſions, Sware to them; but declared 


t Ifai. xlv. by his Holy Prophets, That + Eve- 
* Bot Ixiii, 7 £0984 Jhould Swear by him; * And 
11. - that They who did ſo ſhould be Com- 


mended, 


6.IT 


| 


QA. a Oo: 
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}\ 


concerning Swearimg. 

6. I T is certain, therefore, that 
it was allow'd to the Jews to Swear, 
whenever a juſt Occaſion required 
their doing of it. But then {2dly) 
They were to Swear ONLY by 
God's Name, and not by the Name 
of Any Other. 

7- THIS was Implied in the 
Third Commandment ; but was ex- 
prelly Declared to Them in ſeve- 
ral other parts of their Law. So 
in the VIth of Deut. verſ. 13. Thou 
ſhalt Fear the LOR D thy God, 
and Serve Him, and Swear by his 
Name. And again , Chap. x. 20. 
Thou ſhalt Fear the LORD thy 
God; Him ſhalt thou Serve; and to 
Him ſhalt thou (leave, and Swear by 
His Name. And in the Lib of 
Iſaiah, God again repeats this Com- 
mand, and that with a more than 
Ordinary Vehemence, Verſe 23 : 
IT have Sworn by my Self, the Word 
is gone out of my Month in Righte- 
0uſneſs, and ſball not return; That 
unto me Every Kee ſhall Bow, eve- 
ry 


A Prattical Diſcourſe 
ry Tongue ſhall Swear. And from 
all which it is evident, not only, 
that God reſerved This to himſelf 
as his Own peculiar Prerogative ; 
but, withal, *for what reaſon He 
did ſo ; Namely, Becauſe #his is a 
Part of that Relrgious Service which 
is Due to Him Only, and which 
cannot, without Impiety, be ap- 
plied to Axy Other. 

8. HENCE we find, thar 
when Joſbus, in his laſt Exhorta- 
tion-to that People, thought it ne- 
cellary, above all things, to warn 
them againſt Apoſtatizing from the 
Worſhtp of their Own God, to the 
Gods of the Canaanites among whom 
they dwelt ; He thought himſelf 
particularly corncern'd to mention 
This to them, among the Other 
Inſtances of that Service which 
they were to-pay to God Only : 
Jah. Xxiil. 7. Come not, lays He, 
among Theſe Nations that remain 4- 
mon you, neither make mention of 
the Name of Their Gods ; nor Cauſe 


10 


had 4. ww 


mw> D500 3 S244 A Et ADD = Ar a= 
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to Swear by Them , neither Serve 
Them. == But Cleave unto the 
LORD your Goa. 

9. AND when in proceſs of 
time They began to break in upon 
this Caution, and to Swear by ſome 
Other Names; We may obſerve 
how mn God reſented 7his, 
almoſt beyond any Other of their 


Sins; Amos vill. 14. They that Swear Compare 


by the Sin of Samaria, and (ay, Thy 
God, O Daz ! liveth ; and the Man- 
ner of Beer-ſhebah liveth ; Even They 

ſhall fall, and never riſe up again. 
10. BUT this was not yet all : 
God required the Jews not only, 
when they did Swear, to Sweer by 
his Name; but moreover , (3dy) 
To take care not to Swear by his 
Name upon Every Ordinary Occa- 
fion, nor without a due Regard to 
what they did Sweer by it. So the 
exprels letter of the Commandment 
aſſures us; Exod. xx. 7. Thou ſhalt 
not take the Name of the LORD 
thy God in Vain: And in which, 
| B 4 tho' 
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tho' the Original Word be dubious, 
and may indifterently {ignifie et- 
ther what is Vaiz,or what is F alſe : 
Yet, 1 think, we ought not So to 
ſet up Ore of its Senſes, as to ex- 
clude the Orher ; but ſhould ra- 
ther ſuppole , that God therefore 
pitch'd upon a Term which com- 
prehended Both, that ſo we might, 
from the Ambiguity of it, inferr, 
that Both thoſe kinds of Swearing 
were Unlawful. 

«7,, 14. NOW in this Opinion I 
words of am the rather confirm'd 1n that I 
—_ find the * Chaldee Parophraif, the 

28 FAras 

phraft both moſt 
in Exodus and Deuteronomy are NI JDY and NMPW) the for- 
mer of which, not only in the Chaldee, but Syriag and A4ra- 
bic, denotes what is to no purpoſe, for no Gain, or Advantage : 
the latter, ſomerimes in v4in, but more properly fa//dy. Nor 
can it be oppoſed. that the Parephraſft delign'd by his Jat- 
ter Expreſſion to explain his former (for if ſo, what need 
had he to make uſe of it? ) but being willing to reach the 
fall meaning of the Original, and knowing the Hebrew word 
fo be capable of botþ thoſe ſenſe, be thought good rather to 
mention both, chan to prefer eicher. Bur others were not 
ſo cautious : The Feruſelom Targum, and thar of Jorathan, 
both render it T2 by, in Vain: The Ixx 63 udldiw:; A 
Quila, 15: 94 ; And rhe Latin Yerfions are unani-nous in the 
ſame ſenſe, and that no* only ſince St. Hierom's time, bur 
from the beginning 3 as is plain from St. Cyprian, Teſtimon. 
lib, ii. num, 32. | 


concerning Swearing. 
moſt Authentick, as well as moſt 
Antient Interpreter of the Old Teſta- 
ment, of the ſame mind : And for 
that reaſon rendring it in One part 
of the Command by a Word which 
properly ſignifies i» Vain; in the 
Other part by an Expreſſion, which 
originally denotes Fa/ſly. And fince 
it cannot be doubted but that /;ghr 
and vain Swearing is in its Own Na- 
ture /izful, and what muſt, by Con- 
ſequence, have always been For- 
bidgen by God as ſuch : I cannot but 
wonder what ſhould move Thoſe, 
who freely Allow this,and acknow- 
ledge the words of the third Com- 
manament to reterr indifferently to 
both the ſignifications here propo- 
ſedz yet, atter all, todoubr, * Whe- 


ther God deſign'd to Prohibit any v 


thing more than Perjury by ir. 


* This 
pinion 


as very 
ancient : 
Theodoret 


mentions it, Queſt. in Exod. 2x. 41. Bur Oppoſes it, as not 
coming up ſufficiently to the deſign of the Command, 
to the proper ſignification of the Words of ir. See Gree. in 
Loc, Dr, Hammond, Praf. Catch. Set, of Swearing. 


12. BUT 
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12. BUT (4thly) and to con- 
clude theſe Refletions : Tho' for 
the Reaſons now mentioned, I am 
perſwaded, that all Vain and Com- 
mon Swearing does not only fall 
within the Defiga of the Third 
Commandment, as now Expounded 
to Us, but was Originally forbid- 
den in the very Letter of it : Yet 
as;Perjury, or Falſe-Swearing, is b 
far the Greater Sin, and more dif- 
honourable to God ; fo I donot at 
all queſtion, but that it was more 
eſpecially Therein prohibited by 
Him. 

13. AND to much the words 
of our Saviour , Marth. v. 37. do 
Undoubtedly imply: Who for this 
reaſon deliver'd this not only as a 
Good Senſe of that Command, but as 
the Allow'd Interpretation of it 4- 
mong the Jews ; Thou ſhalt not For- 
ſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt Perform unto 
the LO R D thine Oaths, Nor in- 
ded could they poſſibly have made 
any doubt of this, after that expreſs 
Pro- 
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Prohibition which God had given 
them tothe ſame purpoſe, Lev. xiv. 
12. Te ſhall not ſwear by, my 'Name 
falſly ; Neither ſhalt thow profane 
the Name of thy God: 1 am the 
LORD. 

14. SUCH was the Caſe of 
Swearing under the Law : And I 


need not fay , that Chriſt, (Who Marv: 17. 


came not ta aefliroy the Law, but to 
fulfil it, and who in the very 1»- 
ſtance before us has effeEtually done 
ſo;) ſtill. requires at leaſt the 
ſame Care, as' to this matter, of 
Us now, that God did of the Jews 
heretofore. But becauſe this laſt 
Point 1s not only of much- the 
greateſt moment of any 1n this 
Caſe, but taken for Granted by our 
Saviour, asa Thing of which no 
one could make any doubt : I ſhall 
Therefore begia my RefleQtions 
with a particular Conſideration of 
itz and ſhew, iſt, What it is for 
a Man to forſwear Himſelf? And 
how many ways he may be Cann 
0 
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of ſo doing? And then, 2dly, 
Wherein the peculiar Ma/igzity of 
this Siz does Confiſt ? And ha- 
viog ſo done, 'I ſhall need ſay no- 
thing more to perlwade any ſeri- 
ous, conſidering (Chriſtian from the 
Praiice of a Sin, both ſo Hainows 
in it ſelf; and ſo Reinoxs, not on- 
ly to Our Future Happineſs in the 
Other World 3 but even to our 
preſent Peace and Security in This. 
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CHAP. I 


Wherezn is conſider d,, What Per- 
jury. 5 and How many 
Ways :t may be Committed 2 
And ſome Reflefttons offer d 
to ſhew the particular Hai- 
nouſneſs avd Malignity of 


. 


I. ' O proceed the more clear- [7ho« ſole 
ly on this great Point, gon 
muſt firſt of all Obſerve, that to ſuf; 5c 
Swear, is properly nothing elſe but /- —_ 
to Call God to W, itneſs 5 To Ap- the LORD 
peal to God: for the Trzth of what thine 
we Speak; as the higheſt Confirma. ***" 
tion We are Capable of giving 
to it. 
2. NOW the Truth which 
we may be required , by this 
means, 
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means, to Confirm ; may relate ei- 
ther to what is Pai#, or Preſent ; 
(As when we Afirm a thing to Be, 
or ot to Be; To have been Done, 
or not Done; In ſuch a Manner, and 
with {uch Circumſtances; Or Other- 
wiſe: ) Or it may relate to ſome- 
what yet to come ; (As when we 
Oblige our ſelves to Do ſuch a thing, 
or Not to Doi#t; and that under 
ſuch certain. Conditions, or Without 
them ; as the Nature-of our En- 
gagement ſhall Chance to be. ) 
The Former of theſe is uſually cal- 
led, an Aſſertory; the Latter, a 
Promiſſory Oath, And becabſe a 
Man may divers ways Forſwear 
Himſelf, in .Each of Theſe, if he 
has not a due Care to prevent it ; 
It will be-neceflary for me diſtinQ- 
ly.to Conſider, what are the gene- 
ral Ways by which we may be 
moſt likely to ContraQt ſuch a 
Guilt in Either of Them. 


3. FIRST 


We Ys % 
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23. FIRST then, In the Caſe 
of an Aſſertory Oath; He Forſwears 
Himſelf, who Swears to the Truth 
of any FaF, which at the ſame 
time .He either Certainly knows to 
be Falſe, or does not know to 
be True, As for Example; That 
ſuch or ſuch a Thing was Done, by 


# /uch or ſuch a Perſon ; which, at 


the ſame time, He' either Knows 
that Perſon did not Do , or has no 
ſufficient Evidence ,to move him 
to believe that he Did Do. For this 
being a down-right Lie in the 4/- 
fertion, muſt needs become a Perju- 
ry by the Addition of an Oath tot. 

4. AND here it matters not 
whether a Man certainly knows 
what he Swears to be Falſe : It is 
enough that he does xot know it to 
be Trae. ' Nay, or ſhould it 'hap- 
pen to be. True ;. yet if he thought 
it to have been Ocherwiſe, and yet 
Swore to the Truth of it ; He For+ 
ſwore Himſelf : Nor will his Mi- 
ſtake at all Contribute to the Ex- 
cuſing 
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cuſing of his Perjury before God. 
5. AGAIN: A Man may For. 
ſwear Himſelf, not only by Swear- 
zz that which is Altegether On- 
true ; but by Prevaricating in any 
the lca# Circumſtance of what he 
delivers, and confirms with an 
Oath. As tor Inſtance; * If He 
Swears to a Matter as Certain, of 
which He has only a Probable Aſ- 
ſurance: * If he Afﬀfirm that up- 


on his Own K owledge, which He | 
has received only upon the Credit | 
of ſore Other. * It He Aads any * 


thing to what He Relates; Or | 


willingly Coxceals any thing that ; 


may give light, or weight to; or, 


in any other Circumſtance, nota- * 


bly A/e&A the Point to which He 2 


Sweers, In All theſe, and the like 
Caſes; He who knowingly and de- | 


ftenedly Prevaricates, or otherwiſe 
departs, but in the leaſt Tittle, from 
the Truth of what Hedelivers, For- 
ſears Himſelf; tho? what He fays 


ſhould, in the main, be never ſo 
Trae. 6, IN 


Y T* TpY gs wr i Os wmrey F _ n 
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6. I N ſhort; He who will 
Swear with a Good Conſcience, in 
any Oath of this kind, muſt firſt 
duly Conſider what he is about to 
ſay 3 -and> then muſt proceed ac- 
cording to the ſffriFe# Meaſures of 
Truth and Fidelity in it. He muſt 
neither Aad to, nor Diminiſh from, 
what he knows to be the Truth. 
Muſt deliver what is Certain, as 
Certain ;* What is' Doubtful , as 
Doubiful : What he knows Himſelf, 
as upon his Own XKpowledge ; What 
he has Received from Others, as Re- 
ceived\from Them : And in ſo do- 
ing he may be ſure that he ſhall 
not forſwear himſelf. 

7. AS for the Other kind of 


| Oaths, Secondly ; Thoſe whichre- 


late to ſomewhat yet to come 3 he is 
to be accounted, in the fir# place, 
to ant himſelf, who promiſes 
upon his Oath to do that, which, 
at the ſame time, he reſolves not 
to perform : | As for example, That 
he will meet « Man in a certain 

C place ; 
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place, where yet he intends not to 
zeet him ; Or yhat he will do him 
ſuch a kin4neſs, which he reſolves, 
all the while, ot to do for him. 

8. A ND, |becauſe no one can 
be fuppoled realy to intend to do 
that, which he &#ows, before-hand, 
he Cannot ao ; therefore, Secondly ; 
He who Swears to do any thing 


which is apparently beyond his Abs- 


lity, and which he cannot - but be 
ſenfible is ſo, muſt be reckon'd to 
fall under the fame gw/tz and to 
forſwear himfelf, as effeRually, as 
it he had dire#y intended not to 


"qr what he obliged- himſelf to | 


9. THUS if a Trader who is : 
not worth a Hundred Poupds in the ; 
World, gor knows which way to | 
fiod credit 0 raiſe ſuch-a Sum ; ' 
ſhall yet, to over-reach._ another, | 
who isa __ to his Concerns, | 

me preſent advan- | 

tage to himſelf by it, Swear, upon | 
a Certain day , to pay bim ou | 
HH * 


and to gain 
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Hundred; and fail of fulfilling it : 
He muſt be look'd upon to have 
been forſworn, not only after ſuch 
his failure, but from the very fir## 
Minute that he {wore to do that, 
which he knew it was not in his 
power to perform. Nay , tho? by 
{ome lucky accident, which he did 
not fore-ſce, he ſhould be enabled 
to wake good his Promiſe, and ac- 
cordingly fulfil it ; yet would not 
this clear him of having ſwors fal- 
fy, at the time that he made his 
Oath : Becauſe, at that time, he 
had no profpec# that he ſhould 
be able ; nor could by conſequence 
really intend, to be as good as his 
word, A 

10, AND for the ſame reaſon 
it will follow farther, Thirdly x 
That if a Man ſwear to do ary 
thing which he knows it is not 
L awful for him to do ; he forſwears 
himſelf , tho*, at that time, he 
ſhould intend to falfil it. Becauſe 
by ſo doing, he _— himſelf ” 
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do that which he knows he Ought 
not to do; nor, it he means to 
behave himſelf like a good Man, 
\muſt preſume to perform. 

11. INDEED, as to theſe 
two laſt Inſtances; If the Promiſe 
ſo ſworn to, as I have ſuppoſed, 
had neither any known Impoſſibility 
in it, nor was Unlawful to be fal- 
filPd, at the time when the Oath 
was made; but by ſome following 
Accident became either Impoſſible or 
Unlawful, before the time 1m which 
it ought to have been accomphliſb'd : 
In this Caſe, the Perſon who ſwore, 
will have done nothing amiſs; nor 
be otherwiſe Obliged by his Oath, 
for the preſent , than to perform 
what he promiſed, as far as he is 
yet-Able, and it may be Lawful for 
him to do it. Bur if, in proceſs of 
time, theſe Impediments ſhould be 
removed, and the Obligation of his 
Oath {till continue 2» force : Then 
he will, from thenceforth, become 
engaged to a compleat PR 
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of his Promiſe ; and forſwear him- 
ſelf, if he ſhall negleF, or refuſe 
the fulfilins of it. 

12. B Y conſequence, Fourth- 
ly3 He who Swears to ao any thing 
contrary to what he had before ſworn 
to do; (his former Oath (till conti- 
nuing to oblige) muſt ſwear fal- 
/ty ; and put himſelf under an ab- 
"Ol neceſſity of being for/worn. 
Becauſe, in this Caſe, either he 
muſt keep his /atter Oath; and 
then he will be guilty of Perjury 
by the breach of his former Obliga- 
tion : Or he muſt ſtand to his frſt 
Engagement ; and, by ſo doing, a& 
contrary to his ſecond Oath. 

13. AND this I fay, ſuppo- 
ſing the former Oath ſtill to continue 
to oblige. For, otherwiſe ; It the 
Oath firſt made, were either in it 
ſelf unlawful; and, as ſuch, from 
the beginning of no force : Or if the 
Obligation of 1t were founded upon 
ſuch Circumſtances, as render it 
valid only for a certain Time, and 
C 3 un» 
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under ſome certain Conditions ; and 
either that 7 i## is paſ#4, or thoſe 
Circumſtances are altered ; and 0 
the Reaſon, and Foundation of the 
Oath Ceaſing , the Obligation of it 
Ceaſes together with them + In all 
theſe Caſes, the /atter Oath will be 
never the leſs lawful to be taken, for 
its being contrary to the Tenour 
of a former, which either zever 
did oblige at all; or the Obligation 
of which was evidently expired, 
before the taking of the other. 

14. BUT, Fifthly: Tho a 
Man ſhould promiſe zothixg , but 
what he is both Able to perform, 
and may Lavfully falfil; and ſhould 
tfuly I[ntend, when he ſwears to it, 
to AF according to his Oath : Yet, 
if he ſhall afterwards change his 
Mina; Or, by any culpable mep- 
teF, omit to make good his Promiſe, 
or render himſelf uncapable of doing 
it ; In all theſe Caſes, he will be- 
come perjsred by ſuch his omiſſion : 
Not indeed from the time that he 
took 
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took the Oath; but from the time 
that he ſbou/d, and, but for his 
own fault, might have perfornwd 
it, 

15. AND this I ſay, ſuppo- 
fng that the Oath was neither ob- 
taind by any ſuch force or fraud, 
as render'd it void from the begin- 
ning ; and that the Perſoz to whom 
it was made, and who was alone 
concern'd in the advantage of it, 
does expe, and i»ſfi# upon, the 
performance of it. For otherwiſe, 
if either the Oath were word from 
the beginning, and did never oblige 
at all ; or if he to whom it was 
made, and for whoſe ſecurity it was 
taken, ſhall think fit to releaſe it : 
In this Caſe the Per/oz who took 
the Oath will become clear of all 
obligation by it ; and not be for- 
ſworn, tho' he ſhould zeg/eF to 
my , What he had promiſed to 
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16. I T will, Ipreſume, beneed- 
leſs for me to add, Sixthly 5. That 
he who will keep himſelf from 
ſwearing falſly, muſt deal clearly, and 
openly, in all that he ſwears unto, 
* Mult 7ztend to be underſtood, ac- 
cording to the common and natural 
import of the words in which he 
ſwears. *. Muſt uſe,no Equivoca- 
tion, no Mental- Reſervation, where- 
by to impoſe upon thoſe to whom 
he ſmears, But mult account him- 
ſelf obliged to do, according as his 
Words and A#ions declare: And 
not think to eſcape with his * Pre- 
tence, who ſwore with his Tongue, 
but kept kis Mind free from being 
obliged by it. Becauſe all theſe are, 
in truth, ſuch manifeſt Prevarica- 
tions , {0 oppolite to the Fairneſs 
and Ingenuity of an HoneSt Man; 
that a Man muſt be deſperately 
deluded indeed, before he can 
think that he may eſcape the guilt 
of Perjury, by {uch means. 
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159. I WILL rather obſerve 
this.one thing farther y and which 
indifferently reſpe&ts both the kinds 
of Oaths I have now mentioned : 
That as, in all theſe Caſes, he who 
negletts to acquit himſelf accord- 
ing to the true meaning of what 
he ſwears, forſwears himſelf; ſo if 
he ſhall by any means knowingly, 
and purpoſely, ſeduce ,) perſwade, af- 


frighs, or otherwiſe tamper, with 


any other perſon, to forſwear him- 
ſelf; he-will, by his ſo doing, be- 
come partaker in the Perjury; and 
render himſelf even more guilty, 
than he who by his encourage- 
ment, or inſtigation forſwears him- 


18. N AY farther : * He who 
exaiFs an Oath of another, where- , 


* So Fe. 
- ; uguſtine 
by he either certainly knows, or may exprelly 


etermiins: 
Ved- £ erm. de 
Verb, Apoſt. 28, cap. 10. Et ipſe qui exigit jurationem multum 
intereſt , /# neſcit Ilum falſum juraturum, an ſeit» Si enim neſ= 
cit, & ide dicit, Jura mihi ut fides ei fiat ; non audeo dicere 
20n eſſe peccatum ; tamen Humana tentatio eff, Si autem cit 
eum feciſſe, novit feciſſe, vidit fecifle, &- cogit jurare, Ho- 
micida eff. Iſle enim ſuo Perjurio ſe perimit : ſed iſte Manum 
interficientis & expreſſit & preſſit « 
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reaſonably ſuppoſe , that the Perſon 


of whom -he requires it will for- 
ſwear himſelf ; does by that means, 


| 


if not involve himſelf in an equa! | 


guilt, yet render himſelf not much 
leſs criminal, than he who com- 
mits the Perjury: And muſt expett 
to render an Account, not only for 
the Diſbonour which, thereby, is 
done to God ; but alſo for his Vz- 
charitableneſs towards his Neigh- 
bour's Sonl, 


19, FRO M whit has been |} 


faid, it may appear, What it is for 


a Man to Forſwear himſelf? And 


how many Ways he may be liable ſo | 


todo? I proceed, . 


(2dly) Tooffer ſome RefleRions |: 
to ſhew, Wherein the Pecu- | 
liar Malignity of this Sin does |: 


conſiſt ? 


20. N O W that will appear 


from this one plain Obſervation ; ® 


and which no one, who under- 
ſtands 


| 


- 
i 
. 
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ſtands what an Oath is, can make 
any doubt of : Namely, That he 
who Forſwears himſelf, does there- 
by not only in a moſt deſperate 
manner * Afroit the Majeſty of 
God, and * Wound his own Son; but 
does, moreover, * Render himſelf 
eriminal towards his Neigbour allo; 
and, as much as in him lies, * De- 
clare himſelf a Common Enemy to 
Mankind. | 

21. FOR iſt: As to what con- 
cerns the Majeſty of God ; What 
can ſtrike more dire&aly at that, 
than this S;» of Perjary * When a 
Man ſhall not only preſume to 
Lie, and Cheat, and Abuſe his 
Neighbour ; but, the better to ac- 
compliſh all this Wickedneſs, ſhall 
dare even to Appeal. to God for his 
Integrity : And, by ſo doing, en- 
deavour to intitule him, who is 
Trath its ſelf, to a part in his Sin 3 
as if he would approve of his Villa- 
ny; and become, in ſome meaſure, 
Confederate with him in his Im- 
piety. 22, THIS 
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22. THIS is the true Meaning | 
of every Wilful Perjury : And then || w 
I need not ſay, what a Complica- | e; 
tion of Guilt and Impudence, there |} Tt 
muſt needs be 1a it. | fo 
23, IF we conſider the NVatare |} pi 
of this $i», with reſpe&t to Men, |} or 
the leaſt that can be ſaid of itis |} th 
this; That it is a w{ful, deliberate, || ve 
Impoſition upon the (andor and Sir- |} be 
_ cerity of him to whom we ſwear : || ch; 
Which ſure muſt be one of the b4- Þ thi 
JeFt, and moſt diſ-ingenuous Prattices || ab 
in the World. W- 
24. AND as for the Deſign of |{ hat 
it ; that is, uſually, not at all leſs |} »or 
ſinful, than the Means that are 4 all 
made uſe of for the accompliſh- || /ed; 
ment of it. Whilſt the Perſon to jy don 
whom we ſwear,isnot only to be de- IF bot 
ceived, but, by vertue of that de- | clu 
ceit, 1s to be injured in his Eftate 5 ſcan 
his Reputation ; nay or , it may Mpab 
be, to the loſs of his very Life it win 
{clf. J Goc 


25. AND! 


: 
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25. AND this, God kgows, 
were bad enough, were the Sx to 
| end here. Bur that it does not; 
| It proceeds ſtill farther : Whilſt 
for the accompliſhment of this vile 
! purpoſe, the falſe wearer does not 
| only not tremble at the thought of 
| the Divine Juſtice ; but flies 1n the 
| very face of it; and recurrs to God 
| both for the countenance of his Trea- 
chery , and for the confirmation of 
the Lie, by which it is tobe brought 
1 about. 

! 26. NOW he whocan be fo 
q hardy as to do this ; muſt either 
J 20t believe that there is any God at 
all ; or he muſt diſclaim his know- 


h- 4 /edge of, and concern for, what is 


3 done here below : Or, if he confeſles 
Z both theſe 3 he muſt then be con- 
q cluded to defie his Vengeance. For I 
cannot ſuppoſe any one to be ca- 
pable of 1o far miſtaking the Ds- 


it Fvine Nature, as to think, that a 


3 God of Truth, will either endure 
to be made a Party to what is 


falſe ; 
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falſe; or not avenge himſelf on 
that Man, who {ſhall preſume fo | 


to do. | 


27. SUCH therefore 1s the | 


Malignity of this Sin , as it relates 


to God : Nor is it, 2dly, any leſs |: 


as it re/pedts our ſelves, 
28. FOR proof whereot I muſt 


obſerve, that in every Oath God is | 


appeal'd/-unto, not only as a Wit- 
neſs of the Truth of what we ſas ; 
but as a molt juit and powerful 
Fudge too , to puniſh us for our 
falſhood, it *it' be nor. 


| 


29. T HIS'is fo Eſſential to the | 
Nature of an Oath, that, without | 


it, all the {ecurity of ſuch; gn Ap-| 
pea! would be quite loſt ; and the 
deſign of Swearing , - overthrown. 


For what reaſon would any one}; 


have to believe another upon his; 
Oath,more than upon his Bare Word; 
but that both he who ſears, and} 
he to whow the Oath is made , do! 
believe, that God 1s thereby made! 


will 
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will avenge both Himſelf firſt, and 
then the Perſon whoſe Tru## is, by' 
this means, deceived ; upon that 
Man, who ſhall be fo preſump- 
tuous, as by ſweering falſly, to abuſe 
both ? 

30. NOW this being granted ; 
and which, without deſtroying all 
the Benefit and Intention of an Oath, 
cannot be deny'd ; it muſt follow, 
That there is hardly any Siz by 
which a Man does ſo direQly 
wound his owr Soul, and cut him- 


ſelf off from all the hopes of Salvar 


| tion, as by this, Becauſe in this Sim, 


a Man gives up all claim to God's 
Mercy ; nay more, deſires God ſa 
to dea/ with him as what he ſays is 
true ; (that-is, in other words, tg 
damn him, if it be not. And what 
can he-who has done this pretend 
to, or even hope for, at God's hands? 
Who has already given Verdi@ as 
gainſt himſelf 5 and with his owg 
Mouth. pronounced , or rather cho- 


3 /en, his own Doom? 


31. AND 


- 
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31. AND thisI take to have 
been the Ground of that terrible 
(lauſe in the Sanilion of the Third 
Commandment :; - the like whereof 
we do not meet with in apy o- 
ther, nor can we ſuppoſe that it 
was added to this, without ſome 
peculiar deſign in the doing of it : 
Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the 
LORD thy God in Vain; For the 
LORD nil! not hold him guilt- 
leſs that taketh his Name in vain. 
He will not hold him guiltleſs, that 
is, he will not forgive him : Will 


A a a A ce re PEImno——_—_— 


not treat him with that Favour he | 


will do other ſinners : But will look 


upon him as a'guilty, condemn'd Ma. | 
lefaFor ; one whom his own Mouth | 
hath convicted, and will puniſh | 


him accordingly. 


32. SUCH is the Danger to | 


which every Perjury a Man com- 


mits , expoſes his immortal Soul. | 


And if we may eſtimate 'the Hat- 
nouſneſs of any Sin, by the hatred 


which God bears to it; we muſt 7 
ed then | 


| 
| 
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then conclude this to be one'of the 
moſt grievous. of any 3 as. we are 
Jure it is of all others, in a (fiogu- 
lar manner; odioxs to God, and de- 


ſtruttive of Our Salvation, 


33. I ADD, 3dly : Thatit is, 
aboveany other S:, the moſt injure- 
ous to Mankind; as being, in/itsown 
nature, directly oppoſite. to the 
Peace and Secnrity of the World, 

34. IHAVE already obſer- 
ved, that the general Caule which 
moves any- one 'to forſwear himſelf, 
is cither to gratifie his own Luſts, 
or to promote his Intere# ; tho' at 
the Coſt of -bis Nezghbours Welfare, 
And, I believe, wholoever ſhall con- 
ſider the main'Inſtances wherein 
this Sin is uſually committed, will 


find that I was.not miſtaken in my 


Judgment of.it; 1 ! + 1 {1 
35. . BU F\che Evil does not 


ſtop here; but often- times affe&ts 


the Publick), as'well as violates 


'Mens \ Private Rights. - Suchi'are 
- all thoſe Perjuries which areicom- 
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mitted in the Publick Adminiſtration 
of Fuſtice ; and by means of which, 
either Honeſt Men are Condemned ; 
or Evil-doers are Acquitted;; and the 
Miniſters of Jaſtice'are made the 
Inſtruments of Unrighteon(meſs ; and 
all rhe Ends of their” Inſtitution 
are rendred not only Uſeleſs , but 
even Hurtful to the Common-wealth. 
36. AN D thus far, every fagte 
Att of 'Perjury is an Offence againſt 
Man, as well as a Sj» againſt God. 
But now, if we'ſhall 'confider the 
Nature and Tendency of ſuch a Pre- 
Fice in F08 yay and Ra, 
upon t and natural Effects 
ofits we thall find it to be a Com- 
on Abuſe of Mankind : Deftruttive 
of the very Foxndation of Humane 
Society ; and which being allow'd 
* muſt mo to = gone of 
all Peace, and Rzobe, and Property, 
in the World. "*0 
37. AND that T thus prove : 
The Foundation of all Socrety, and 
without which no Aﬀairs of Lite 
can 
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can. be tranfaQed, is thar Common 
Tru#f and; Confidence »' which, Men 
naturally;.bave in | 0ne; another. 


Withous abis, ao State, no Com- 


munity, tho never ſo {mall 3 not a 


Private Family can ſubliſt. . There 
can be no. dea/ing with, nor deper- 


dance upon, one another. Every 
Man: mult become. afraid - of his 
Neighbour ;; and-.not-,account his 
Goods, or even his Life.it ſelf, any 
longer his Own, thanhe can guard 
them againlt the Cunnizg. or! Force 
of the next. Man. be meets,. and 
who '(for qught he knows) may 
deſign to rob. him of both. 

38. WHICH being fo, it 
muſt follow, That whatſoever does 


.10/ its own, nature tend to Over- 


throw this Trei# between Mar and 
Man, muſt be look'd upon as a 
Crime againſt Hamane Society ; be- 
caule it. naturally /24s to the de- 


| ſtruction of it» 
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29. NOW that Perjury, in the 
moſt outrageous mariner', does: 
Inaſmuch as it violates the' ſtrongeſt 
Security, - that one Man is capable 
of giving to Another, of his Truth 
and Sincerity. And therefore the 
falſe ſmearer is o far from deſerving 


any Favour of Men, that were he | 
dealt with, as he 'ought' to be, he * 
- ſhould be'accounted to have forfez- | 
ted all Right to the Benefits of So- | 
 ciety Should be treated as a kind | 


of Oat-law' 10" the Conmmon-wealth ; 
an Enemy"to Truth and” Fuftice, to 
Peace.and Property; and no longer 
under the ProteFton of thoſe Laws, 


by which others are preſerved in | 


their Rights and Liberties. 


40. A'N D now, when ſuch'is * 


the apparent Malignity'of this Sis, 


that it renders Men not only Ob- | 


n9xions to'God"s Vengeance, but even 
Uncapable of * his Mercy 5: and, as if 
that were not enough , "expoſes 
them to the Reſentments of Man- 
kind too; One would think no- 
thing 
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thing more. , could be deſired to 
draw Men oft from the praQtice of 
ſuch a Vice,, as at once beſpeaks 
them unworthy to live upon the 
Earth ; and, without a very ex- 
traordinary Repentance , will be 
ſure to ſhut them out of the King- 
dom of Heaven. _ 

41. I Tis. igdeed a Matter of 
very ſad Conſideration, to think, 
that under .ſo Pure and Holy, ſo 
Juſt and Sincere an Inſtitution, as 
that of the Goſpel ; there ſhould be 
any need either of laying down any 
Rules for the Prevention of {uch a 
Sin, or of Uſizg any Arguments, to 
draw Men off trom the Commi(ſwn 
of it. But alas! Experience ſhews, 
that there 1s, at this day, but too 
much need of Both. And that at- 
ter all which either the Commands 
of God, or the Laws of Men; have 
been able to do for the Suppreſſion 
of it ; yet by reaſon of Falſe-ſwear- 
ing, not only Mens Souls ſuffer, but 
our very Land its ſelf mourneth. 
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2. I SHALL conclude theſe 
Refleftions with the ſame Exhor- 
tation that the Prophet Zachary 
hHeretofore made to the Jews; un- 
der much the ſame Circumſtances 
with ours at this day, as to what 
concerns this Great Evil: XZech, 
Viti.16, © Theſe are the'things that ye 
6 [hall Do : Speak ye Every Man the 
« Truth to his Neighbour ; Exccate 
6 * the ] Tadgment of Trith and Peace 


* in your Gates. And tet None of | 


&© 70 imagine Evil in your Hearts a- 
&« oatnſt his Neighbour ; And Love 
& 20 Falfe-Oath © For All Theſe are 
« Things that I Hate, ſaith the 
«LORD, 


* 
Y 
| 
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CHAP. III. 


Wherein is ſhewn, That All 
Swearing whatſoever, '1s not 
Forbidden wnder the Goſpel : 
And an Enquiry i made, 
What that Swearing is, which 
Our Savuur has Prohibited, 
as Abſolutely Evil and Un- 

. lawful, | 


1. JT T has been the Miſtake of (Bu: 1/ay 
* ſome who have attcaded £722 


"OL Swear not 
more to the H/ords. of our Saviour, a: 44;8&c.] 
in that Paſſage of St, Mar. ch. v. 34. + gevera 
I ſay wnto you, Swear not at All; Paſſages to 
t 
D 4 than t.* we 
find in ſome of the Fathers themſelves: But the Pelagions 
held it as their Opmion : See Hilar. Epjft. ad Auguſt. T. 2. 
Ep. $8. Pelag. Epift- ad Demetriad. apud Hieron. T. 2. Colts 


ftins : Env; T..4; oe Scientis Div. keg. So did the 


Waldenſes after them : not to'mention thoſe Fanaticks of our 
own times, who dolikewile, 
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than either to the Occaſiow, or De- 
ſign of them ; to Conclude, Thar 
All manner of Swearing Whatſoever 

# utterly Forbidden to Chriſtians un- 
der the Goſpel. And indeed not on- 
Iy the Prohibition of our. Bleſſed 
Lord: in that place z but that Ex- 
preſs Confirmation which we meet 
with of ir, in the vth of St, James, 
ver. 12; does ſeem, at the firſt ſight, 
to give. but too. much Countenance 
to-lach a'Conclufion. ., 

2; TO clear this Difficulty, and 
to ſhew How far it may flill be 
lawful tor a Chriſtian to Take an 
Oath; but yet withal, with how 
great Care and CircumſpeQion he 
onght to Do it ; I ſhall now enter 
upon a; particular Enquiry into 
thiswhole Matter :' andendeavonr 
with all poflible Exa@neſs to diſco- 
ver, what the Deſign of our Savs- 
our was, 1n that paſſage upon which 
this difficulty is founded, and by 
which it muſt be determined. 


3. IN 


concerning Swear ng. 

3..IN purſuance of which Ea- 
quiry, I ſhall not doubt in the (1ſt) 
er Place to Affirms; That. How much 
J= ſoever the Words under Debate, if 


- | firitly taken, may ſeem to favour 
d |} ſuch an Opinion ;yyet it was ne- 
- |' ver the Intention of our. Lord wtterly 


J's to forbid All Swearing whatſoever, as 
s, [& Simplyand Abſolutely Unlawful, un- 
t, der the Goſpel. And that I At- 
Ee firm, upon theſe two Accounts ; 


1/. That there was »o Reaſos 
Why He ſhould Do fo; but 
rather a Great deal of Reaſon 
to the Contrary, And, 
2aly. That it is Certain He did 
net Do it: And therefore that 
we muſt put ſome Reſffrion, 
| upon that ſeemingly General 
| Prohibition before mentioned, 
Swear not at All. 


ko 4. And 1/#, That there was zo 
7 | KReaſon why our Saviour ſhould 
* have Forbidden all Swearing what- 
* fſoever, is Evident from hence ; 
That 
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4 
That an Oath (being in its Own 


Nature nothing elſe but an Appeal Fx 
to God for the Truth of what we pe 
ſay, muſt be Acknowleged,: when D! 
Duly and Rewerently taken, to have no 
nothing Evil, or otherwiſe Irreg- Ar 
lar init: but on the contrary, to Je 
be an AF of Religious Worſbip ; hix 
and by which the Honour and Au- N, 
thority of God, are eminently ad- ceſ 
vanced. Foraſmuch as by Calling to 

of God to Witneſs 1n all Places, and ha 
upon all ſuitable Occaſions, Wwe cons Vo! 
fels Himto be Every where Preſent ; Af 
To Kzow and Obſerve all the Af- ly 


fairs of Men; To be the Searcher nif 
of the Heart : In a word, To be | 
moſt True and Faithful Himſelf; of 


and a moſt Juit and Powerful Aven- Re 
ger of all Falſhood and Treachery in ha 
Others. And. by all this, We do it 1 
evidently Declare and Magnikie his ſhi, 
Divine Perfeitions 3 and ſthew to Go 
all the World what a Senſe we wW 
have of his Goodneſs and Great- wh 
#e/s, Ut 
5. HENCE 


— 


concerning Swoaring. 43 
s. HENCE it is that God 
Evermore Reſerved this as a pro- 
per Part of that Worſhip which was 
Due to Fiimſelf Only ; and might 
not, without Impiety, be given to 
Any Other. He commanded the 
Jews not more to * Serve , ; 
him, than to Swear by Hu _ pda 
Name : And when, in pro Exod. xxiii. 13. 
ceſs of time, they began J9b xxii. 7,8. 
to Swear by ſome Orher Gods; I 
have ſhewn you both How grie- 
youſlly He + Reſented the + Jer. v. 7. 
Afﬀeront, and How ſevere- _ iv. Is. 
ly He was pleaſed to Pu- 7eph.i.s. © 
niſh them for it. See above, Chap, I. 
6. NOW this being the Caſe 
of an Oath, that, when Duly and 
Reverently taken, it is ſo far from 
having any thing Amils in it, that 
it is rather an A of Religious Wor- 
ſhip; and, as ſuch, Homourable to 
God, as well as V/eful! to Mankind: 
What Reaſon can there be given, 
why our Saviour ſhould Aim at the 
Utter Aboliſhing of it ? Or what is 
there 
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there to be Aſſign'd in it, Unwor- 
thy of that Religion, which He 
Came to Eſtabliſh in the-Worlg ? 

7. BUT if there be therefore 
no Reaſon to be given, Why our 
Saviour ſhould have Forbidden All 
manner of Swearizg ; Sure I am 
there are Reaſons enough to be 
offer'd, Why He ſhould not: And 
thoſe ſuch as will render the Opz- 
niou of Thoſe who pretend He 
has Done it, very Improbable ; 
which is All I am yet concern'd 
to Do. 

8. FOR, indeed, What. Pra- 
Fice is there upon which the Peace, 
and Welfare, and Security of Man- 
kind, does more depend,. than up- 
on the Serioxs, and Sacred Uſe of 
an Oath ? It is this Unites Men 
into Society with Each Orher ; Se- 
cures to the' Magiſtrate, . the Obe- 
dience, and Help of the People; 
and to the People the Careful, and 
Regular -Governmeat of the Ma- 
giſtrate. /» It is upon This Aſſu- 

rance 


RACES IT <- 
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rance that the Women Afﬀairs of 
Life are tranſafted ; Mens For- 
tunes, determined ; and Juſtice its 
ſelf Upheld: and Maintain'd. By 
This, Evil-doers are Convitted 3 
Injuries are Redreſs'd ; And Right 
is Adriniſtred. Thro* This, Men 
are enabled to Treat. with Thoſe 
whom they never ſaw before : Of 
whoſe Integrity they can have no 
Other Security ; nor, Having This, 
do they deſire any Better. In ſhort ; 
How great a Confuſion, How 1a- 
ſuperable a Miſchief, the «tter A4bo- 
liſhing of all Swearing, muſt bring 
to the Afﬀairs of Mankind , this 
One Conſideration may ſuffice to 
ſhew ;_ that, (the Treachery and 
Diftruſt of Humane Nature con- 
ſidered) it would almoſt utterly 
deſtroy all Confidence in One Ano- 


ther ; would Diſlolve Society, and. 


lay the Ground of an Eternal Fear- 
fulneſs and Suſpicion between eve- 
2, Man and his Neighbour : and 

0 bring in, in Good Earneſt, that 
State 
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State of War, which ſome have fan- * 
cied Mea natarally are Born in; | 


and which, *cis certain, nothing 


but Matual Truſt and Compact, | 


can keep them from. 

9. AND, if this be ſo, can it 
Reaſonably be imagined that our 
Saviour Chrik, who was {o Great 
a Lover of Men, and who {o well 
knew of what Uſe, or rather of 
what Neceſlity, the Religious Pra- 
Qticeof Swearing was to the World; 
would, without any juſt Ground 


| 


for his ſo doiag, have Utterly For- | 


bidden.the Continuance of it ? 


Ie. BU T eſpecially, when it | 
ſhall farther. be Conſider'd, that | 
God, under the Law, did not bare- | 
ly Tolerate this Prattice in the Jews, | 


their Infirmities ; But.upon every 
fitting Occaſion, Himſelf|| 


{ Above 7oInftan- ©. -tothem; andin ma- 


ces of this may be ta- 


as a Neceſſary Condeſcenſion to | 


ken out of the Old Ny Caſes, F Required them | 


Teſtament. to Do likewiſe ; as has 


 cm——_ been before obſerycd, 


1 5-» Deut.Xxix.12. 2 Chron,vi.2 2. I1.NO wW 


1 

4 
j 
L 
| 


11. NOW this, as.it * 


plainly ſhews, that there 


can be nothing ſif#/ in the 
Pradtice of Swearing, in the 
General; ſo does it ren- 
der it ſtill more Improba- 
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* Auguſt. de Verb. 
Apoſt. Serm. 28. Sl 
Peccatum effer Jura- 
tio, nec in Veteri Le- 
ge diceretur,Non Per- 
jurabis, reddes autem 
Domino Jus jurandaum 


tuum, Non enim pec- 


catum * preciperetur 


ble,that our Savronr ſhould nobis. 
not only , without need, 

have deprived Mankind of ſo Uſe- 
ful an Inſtitution; but by doing of 
it, '{hould alſo have caſt ſome fort 
of Refletion upon the Law of God 


its ſelf, which not only Allow'd, but 


Required the Uſing of it : And that 
too with Relation to that part of 
it,of which He tells us,nevertheleſs, 


in. this very Chapter ; That He Mxrv.17- 


came. not to deftroy the Law, but to 
fulfil it. And which we ought not 
therefore to doubt was what He 
Intended,in the Third; as we Con- 
fels it was what He Did, in the 
Other Commanaments. 

12. I CONCLUDE, there- 
fore, that upon all theſe Accounts 
it 1s, at leaſt, very Improbable, that 
our 
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ful. 


ar. 


* It is true St. Auguſtine 
tells us , that the Pelagians 
deny'd theſe to be Oazb: : 
and Held nothing to. be 
Swearing, unleſs it were-put 
into that expreſs Form ;_B Y 
G © D.But He tells us with- 
al, that their only reaſon-for 
denying this was to avoid 
the Example of St. Paul, and 
the force of our Argument 
taken from it : And juſt. 
Iy charges them thereupon 
with an utter Ignorance of 
what it was to Swear. See 
To. 2. Epiſt. 89. ad Hilar. 
And yet St, Bai! was once 
Almoſt of the ſame mind : 
Bur it was the ſame Reaſon 
that ſeems to have led him 
to it. See his Expoſit. in 
Pſal. xiv. 
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our Bleſſed Saviour ſhould havede- | 
ſigned Utrerly to Forbid all manner 
of "Swearing as Sinful 'and Unlaw- 


I add, 2dly, That whatever 
that Paſſage, we are Here enqui- 
ring into, may ſeem to Offer to the 
Contrary , it is Certain He did 
z0t do it ; as I ſhall now make Ap- 


1;- THAT St. Paul has ſo- 
lemnly Sworz in almoſt every One 


poſſible for any One | 


of his Epiſtles, 1s a | 
Truth fo Evident, | 
that it muſt be Im- ! 


who knows what an | 
Oath is, to be Able | 


ſeriouſly to doubt of |: 
it, God « my Wit-\ 
neſs, ſays He, Rom. | 
I. 9. IT call God for a' 
Record upon my Soul, | 
2 Cor. 1. 23. The 
God and Father of our | 
LOR D Yeſus Chrift, | 
who is Bleſſed for E- | 


VErmare, 
4 
| 


concerning Swearing, 
wermore , knoweth that 1 lie not, 
2 Cor. xi. 31. Behold, before God, 
T lie not, Gal. 1. 20. And Teveral 
other Expreſſions he elſewhere has 
of the like nature. 

14. NOW in All Theſe, ei- 
ther this Great Apoſtle was Guilty 
of Sixning, or he was not. That 
he committed any Six in thus 
Writing 3 but eſpecially a W:{fal, 


| Known, and Deliberate Sin; is ve- 


ry hard to ſuppoſe: I am ſure 
muſt never be allowed by thoſe 
who believe him to have been aCt- 
ed, by the immediate /»/piration 
of the Holy Gho#, in what he 
wrote. And yet ſuppoſing our Sa- 
viour to have utterly forbiaden the 
Je of Swearizg, to All Chriftians, 
and upon Any Occafion ; How 
ſhall we ever be able to Excuſe 


7 him, from a Groſs, Preſump- 


tuous Contempt of his Command- 
ment ? 


16 THAT 
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153, THAT St. Paul ſhould 
have continued all his Life igno- 
rant of ſuch a Prohibition, is very 
ſtrange : Nor has it, that I know 
of, been Pretended by Any. 


16. T HAT he had any parti- * 
cular Allowance made to him , to : 


exempt him from the Obligation of 
it, and to Authorize him to A# di- 
rectly Contrary to the Command of * 


Chriſt, and to the Common Dw- | 


ty of all other Chriſtians, does 


not appear ; 


ſome very good Grounds to be ſup- |: 
poſed by us. I conclude, there- |: 
fore, * That had the [| 
Uſe of Swearing been | 
utterly Taken away un- |. 
der the Goſpel ;, nei- || 


f 


% So St. Auguſt. l. de Men» 
aacio ad Conſentjum , To. iv. 
Juravit ipſe Apoſtolus in E- 
piſtolis ſuis, & fic oftendit, 
quomodo accipiendum eflet 
quod Diftum eſt ; Dico Yobes, 
Non jurate Omnino. --= Anda 
little after: QNuia precepti 
Violati reum Paulum, preſer- 
timin Epiſtolis conſcriptu atq; 
Editus ad Spiritualem Vitam, 
Salutemq; Populorum,nefas eſt 
dicere;  Inteligendum eft it- 
lud quod poſitum eft, Omni- 
no, 4d hoe poſitumy ut Quan- 
cum 


nor ought, without | 


ther would St. Paul 
have laid ſo great a 
Stumbling-block in 


our way, as he could |: 
not but think his} 


; 


| 


| 
| 


{4 


Coed uan ewe 


Example might be|! 
to the |: 
Church | 


likely to prove 
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Church of Chriſt : 
Nor would the Holy 
Ghoſt have given 10 
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F1 


tum in te eſt non AﬀeRes, 
non Ames, non quaſi pro Bono, 
cum aliqua DeleFattione, Appe® 
tas Jus-jurandum, == 


much Countenance to a Practice, 
neither very Commendable in its 
ſelf; nor, upon any Account, to 
be Imitated by Thoſe, for Whoſe 
Benefit and Inſtruftion, thoſe ve- 
ry Epiſtles were Inſpired by him. 
17. BUT we have not only 
the Example of St. Paul, tho? thar 


were enough , to direCt us in this 


* Vid. Cz- 


Matter. Our Blefſed Saviour Him- j,; x,i6 
{elf has done likewiſe ; and * that de S:ienris 


by the Confeſſion of thoſe, 
who yet will by no means 
allow of his Apoſtles Swear- 
ing. It has been thought 
by + ſome, that that Form 
of Speech {o often uſed by 
our LOR D in Conkfirma- 
tion of what He delivered, 
Verily, werily, I ſay unto 
you; was not meerly a Ve- 
hement Aſſeveration , but 
rather a Dire# and For- 
| E 2 


Divine le- 
gis : Apud Hieron, 
T. IV. p. 63. --- 

+ So Origen in Mat. 
Trad. 35. p. 114. L. 
Chryſ.in Heb.Hom.n. 
Auguſt. in Jo. Traft 
41. Hie#on. in Ezek. 
c..XVis In Vet. Te- 
ftamento Dei Jura- 
mentum eſt, Vivo 
Ego , Dicit Domi- 
nus: In Novo autem, 
Amen, Amen, dico 
Vobis. Greg. Ny//-n. de 
Scop. Chriſtian. To- 
Ii. Þ+ il. 

mal 
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man Oath. Tho' in this, I confeſs, * 
I am not ſo well ſatisfied, as to be | T 
willing to lay any great ſtreſs up- ' 1! 
« See Dr. onit; yet that he did, truly * Swear, !. 7 
Hammond, at his Arraignment before the | N 
xwviLeri, High-Prieſt, is hardly to be doubt- } # 
Gree. in . ed, When being Adjured by him, | tt 
63.--.> (after the Manner uſed among the *' '* 
Jews )to tell him Whether he were the 
Chri#, or No : He readily com- : hz 
plied with the Obligation that was | £L 

laid upon him; andanſwer'd plain- : 


ly, that he was. And in the xtb of | fa 


the Revelations, St. John puts it $1 
beyond all diſpute, that the Axgel, » 
| O4q 


\ with whom he diſcourſed, did do * 

| likewiſe, and that with great ſo- * 9 

| lemanity too ; For he lifted up his W 
hand, and SWARE, by Him that | 

Liveth for Ever and Ever : Ver. © 

$2 6. þ.-> 

18. I CONCLUDE there- } D 

fore, That what God both * Pre- } ©n 

ſcribed, and * Pra#iced under the } #4 


je Bone=; 
— 
Lg) 


wit Law; * Whatnotonly St. Pa#/, but ro 
our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, and an | *© 
An- 


. 
| | - d - -- | 


os > oa ARS . 45. ©. 
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Azgel from Heaven, continued to 
Uſe under the Goſpel : * What, be- 
ing duly perform'd, is for the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Benefit of 


| Mankind ;5 but, being * Utterly For- 


bidden, muſt turn very much to 
the Detriment of the World : As 
it cannot be zz #ts ſelf Evil, fo 
neither was it ever intended to 
have been AboliſÞ?d by our Bleſſed 
LOR D as ſuch. 

19. BU T what then ſhall we 
ſay to this Paſſage of St. Matthew ? 
Swear not at All. Can any thing 
be more Bagreſ ? Or could our 
Saviour have ſpoken more plain- 
ly, had he deſign'd to have done, 
what ſome pretend he has done ? 

20. T O this I Anſwer, and it 
is the next Conſideration I have 
to offer for the clearing of this 
Difficulty, (2dly) That it is not 
enough that the Woras of any Pro- 
hibition are General, to oblige us 
to underſtand it in the utmoſt ex- 
tent that the Expreſſions are ca- 
E 3 pable 
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pable of : But we muſt withal 
conlider,what it is reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe was deſigned to have been for- 
bidden by them. | 
21. FOR Proof of which Re- 
»:ark, Let us look back only to 
the 21f Verſe of this Chapter; where 
we meet with a Caſe not very dit- 


OSLO 


ferent trom that before us. Te have * 


heard, ſays our Saviour, that it has 
been ſaid by them of old times, Thou 
ſhalt not Kyll. And 1n the xxtb of 
Exodus, the Command is Abſolute 
and Expreſs, Thou ſhalt not Kzll. 


And ſome, we know, have been | 
ſo very tender as to imagine, that 


it is no leſs unlawful in any Caſe, 
or upon any Pretence, to put 4 
Man to Death , than others have 
thought it to be to take an Oath. 
And yet at the {ame time that 
that Prohibitzow was delivered to 
the Jews,God himſelf eftabliſh'd the 
Power of Life and Death, in the 
Civil Magiſtrate ; and in one of the 
firſt Laws that was given to Man- 


F 
% 
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kind, 


CH 
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' kind, declared, That whoſo ſhed Gem. is. 5 
' May's Blood, by Man ſhould his 


Blood be ſhed. 

22. T O know therefore how 
far we are to extend the Force of 
any Prohibition ; we muſt conli- 
der, not only how General the 
Letter of the Law is, but what 
were the Occaſion and Deſign of 


Sixth Commandment, was to reſtrain 
Private Violence ; Ifid to tie up 
Mens Hands from raſhly Aſſau{:- 
tug, and Hurting of one another. 
And therefore to Private Perſons, 
and in all the Common Circumſtan- 
ces of Life, the Command is Ab- 
ſolute, and admits of no Reſtri- 
Qtion ; Thou ſhalt not Kjll, But in 
the Publick Adminiſtration of Ju- 
ftice ; Tn Defence of a Mar's own 
Life; In a Lawfjul War, where 
the Welfare and Security of our 
Country are at ſtake; in theſe 
Caſes, as the Deſign of the Law 
is not concern'd, ſo neither muſt 
| E 4 the 


| Making of it. SE Exdof the 


| 
| 
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the Meaning of it be extended to 
mo 

. AND fo it is 1a the Point 
W4 us: Swear not at All, ſays 
our Bleſſed Saviour. But 72 what 
Caſes? And after what Man- 
mer * Why not on every Slight 
Occaſion ; Nay not on Any Occaſion, 
where, without violating the Bonds 
of Juſtice and Charity, you can a- 
void the doing of it. And even 


there where you cannot, yet Swear. - 
not after the Manner that the Jews © 


were wont to do; for whole Corre- 


&tion our Seviour,as I ſhall preſently : 
ſhew, deliver'd the Prohibition, of ' 


pn we are now ſpeaking. 


AND this hrings me to - 
"Sc Cad) and laſt Thing I have to : 


obſerve, for the clear Underſtand- 


ing of the Words before us: And | 
that is this; That if we will come ' 
to a Right Apprehenſion of our 


Saviour's Intention'in them, we muſt 
Examine what there was Amiſs in 


the common Practice of the Jews, as | 
to © 


_ 
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| to this Matter ; and by that we 
/ ſhall be able the more eaſily to 


judge, what is forbidden to us in 
| It, * 

25. NOW the Faults of the 
Jews, as to this Point of Swearing, 


were theſe: 1ſt. * That 


| theyallow'd themſelves to 


Swear, almoſt upon azy Oc- 
cafion, tho' never ſo Vain 
and Impertinent; Provided 
only that they did not 
Swear by the Sacred Name 
of God; and which indeed, 
they agreed, was not to 
be taken into their Mouths 
but upon ſome great Occa- 
fion, and with a due Regard 
had to the Hozour of it. 
But that which was yet 
worſe, was, 2ly : +. That 
they ſuppoſed that by Ma- 
ny of thole leſſer Oaths, 

they 


* Vid, Philon. wee! 
of oy Yiſve Nowaoy : 
Pp. 769, 780. *-» See 
Dr. Lightfoot's Exer- 
cit. on St. Matth. in 
Loc. p. 148, 149, fol. 
Inſomuch that Aben- 
Ezra accounted this 
to have been one of 
thoſe ſins, for which 
God delay'd the co- 
ming of the Meſſiah. 
Vid. in Decalog. 


+ So St. Auguſt. de 
Serm, Dom. in mont, 
I. 1. c. 17. Lightfoot, 
Loc. cit. p. 149. And 
on Mat.23.16. Muſcul 
in Loc. Vo. Hiſt. Pe- 
lag. p. 522. Nay in 
the Talmud its ſelf, 
Tit. Shebuoth,there is 
this expreſs 4ſertion : 


Qui Jurat per Calum & Terra m, Liber eft.; ſed qui jurat per 
Dei Nomins, tenetur, Hornb, conty. Jud. cap. de Juram : ++- 


And indeed what ſtrange ways they have at this very 


day of 


avoid- 


— 
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avoiding the Obligation of an Oath, is notorious : See to this 
purpoſe Fag:ius on Exod. xxiit. Buxtorf, Lex. Rabb. in YAV : 
Pug. fid. pag. 730. from their own Authors. In ſhort, it was 
upon both theſe Accounts that Martial fell ſo ſeverely upon 
them inthat Epigram, ix 95. And which ſufficiently ſhews, 
both how ready they were to Swear , by thoſe leſſer Forms 
here mention'd ; and how little they thought themſelves 
obliged by them. 

they were not {9 ſtritly obliged to 
Speak, and A, according to the 
Intention of them ; but that they 
might , without being Forſwors, 
either Diſſemble their Kyowleage, 
or Negle# their Promiſes , which 
they Confirm'd only by ſuch Oarths 

as theſe. 
26. THA T theſe were the 
Meaſures by which the Fews go- 
vern'd themſelves, as to this Mat- 
zer, both their own ancient Wri- 
* See Mat. ters tell us; and our * Saviour 
v- 35:35 himſelf, in part, declares to us. 
&c.Seethe And I need not ſay any thing to 
foregoing ſhew, that the Deſign of all this 
Morer. was to avoid the Obligation of the 
Third Commandment ; to the Due 
Ob(ervance whereof , our Saviour 
therefore, in thisplace, intended to 


reduce his Diſciples, 27. AND 


td 


| 
F 
; 
þ 
, 


« ts Bert 5 es AG ens. * 
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27. AND to that end, iſt: 
That he might the better keep up 
the Reverence of an Oath, he ex- 
preſly forbids that Cuſtomary and 
Familiar Uſe, which the Jews had 
been wont to make of it. 1 ſay 
unto you, Swear not at All ; Neither 
by Heaven, for it is God's Throne ; 
nor by the Earth , for it is his Foot- 


ſtool ; nor by Jeruſalem, for it is the 


City of the Great King. That is, 


Swear 10t at all after * that 
Way that the Jews were 
wont ſo readily to do 3 
Nor in Þ ſ#ch Cafes, in 
which they therefore made 
uſe of thele /eſſer Forms 
of Swearing, becauſe they 
thought it neither De- 


* See Heinſivs : In 
Loc. Calvin. Harm. 
Evang. in Loc. 

t 1. e. Voluntary 
Oaths : For in all ſuch 
as were Impoſed by 
Authority, they were 
not permitted to ſwear 
otherwiſe than by the 
Name of God. 


cent, nor Lavful, to Swear by the 
Name of God. 

28, NOW that which yet more 
confirms to us the Reaſonableneſs 
of this Interpretation, is, that our 
Saviour himſelf, in the proſecution 
of this very Subjett , plainly re- 
ſtrains 
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ſtrains his Diſcourſe to the ſame 
Caſes, in which the Jews were | In 
wont to. uſe thoſe Forms of Swear- | ,p 
#mz, which he here mentions. But | 


let your Communication , ſays he, | 
be, Tea, yea ; Nay, nay. That is, in 
your Private Diſcourſe and Afﬀairs 
with one another ; let it rel & 
you, inſtead of Swearing after the ? ,.., 
manner of the Jews here reproved, & g,, 
| barely to Affirm or Deny what you J 1, 
\'4 have to fay: Or at the moſt to}, 
þ add ſome Innocent Aſſeveration to 
it, for the farther ſatisfaQtion of © bel 

him towhomyouſpeak; For whar- |, 
\| ſoever is more than this, cometh of | p,, 
evil. Jtha 
29. AND thus far it was un-; Tem 
doubtedly the Deſign of our Sa-J7:., 
wviour , to Forbid the PraFice of Jrot 


E 


Swearing Altogether 5 and to de-* 
clare it, in ſuch Caſes, to be Ur-7 

| zerly Evil and Unlawful, And there-? a. 
\| fore, as to what concerns this kina\ fizch 


ty of Swearing ; (and to which VS 


Com 


the PraFice of the Jews here 1n- wit! 
tended * 


concerning Swearing, 

© | tended to be Correfed; and the 
© © Inſtances given of the Oaths which 
'- © they made V/e of; and the Dire- 
* 770 of our Saviour how to be- 
3 have our ſelves on ſuch Occaſions, 
2do All evidently refer ; ) the Prohi- 
© bition 18 Univer{(al, and admits of 
_ | no Exception ; | ſay unto you, Jwear 
1e * not at Al: no not tho? what you 
d, | Soca be never ſo Trze, or you 
2 ? ſhould be never ſo much Provoked 
tO? to Swear to it. 

| 30. BUT indeed, I am apt to 
| believe that our Saviowr intended 
a- {ſomewhat more than this, in his 
of 7 Prohibition as to this Matter : And 
I that, becauſe the Abyſes which-the 
N- Jews are charged with in this par- 
| ticular , required ſomewhat more 
of ito be done for the ſecurity of that 
Je- | Commandment, which he was here 
Jr- -concern'd to reſtore to its full Force. 
re-* And that 1s this : That becauſe 
ſuch is the Nature of Mankind, 
oth? that we are but too apt to trifle 
1N-7 with the moſt Sacred Things ; as 
Jed we 
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we ſee the Jews, in the Caſe before © 
us, moſt notoriouſly did ; who 
for that reaſon ſet up the /eſſer kind| 4 


of Swearing here mentioned , that'? (7 
ſo they might both the more free-* as 
ly uſe it, and the more eaſily break ; $1 
thro? the Obligation of it : There- 7 þ 
fore our Saviour reſolved, at once, ar 
to prevent all future Corruption of | y( 


2" this kind, by utterly * Forbidding | Ss 


rome, In 


Loc. Epi. Men toSwear any otherwiſe,than by * an 
han. r. y 
peas re the Name of God only. 31.) xa 


3 uyeror, Na 73 wine Tives aiyeiv wv diors ovouuaoy tr 
cexov Tepbantyar But above any , St. Cyril admirably 
explains and confirms this, Lib. vi. de Ador. in Sp, & Ver." 
p. 212. And affirms it to have been a great part of our Sa- 
viour's deſign in this very paſſage. For having ſhewn, that ! . 
we ſhould avoid all Swearing, as much as may be ; he adds, ſai 
that if we muſt needs Swear, *Oex:O- tw Oeds, wird irs} Sn 
puy "Ovoua Tyaggromitite Tway. And then he goes on L 
ro ſhew how contrary to this the Pra#ice of the Jews was ; © 
and how our Saviour labour'd to Corrett this Error, p. 213, US 
AnarlsFIidaiur niorordTlw iyvoiey xaleubiawuny | So 
5 Z@]de, wh fly Sour Atwy, wiTE W TH vegy?, Cc. - 
"AY *xbiye; Angauults Eparkey , TagTe enoiuas © owlig Py 
$oI3&yCa)]o, ravlaxn nalaraacoy, x; £% od" 3g Eavge | wy] 
pivoy 8Aiſywy auTAy T8 Ty TexTOS whahts. And ha 0 
ving farther ſhewn the Grounds of this Reſtraint, he thus c 
concludes, p. 214. "Eg Totzagiy T3 vel x, 72 5, mgyy > lai 
Tois deter Pity nevwivors Tens xetia T2 & Iovayus' == "EZ 2, 
RN dT14QoTo mes Tis T8 vai, x; 70%, F "Oguwy n ove | | 
TsTE&ge3w AorToy 6Hi 78 P14T, n" xaf nuds, warner os 1 j 
x&T4 Tao! THY xliny. 


ſpeaks of this paſſage : *Eq8 IN ati TiTv vouiTo Seomiont | it, 


Cconcernt ng Swearing 


21. AND if this be allow'd, 
then here we ſhall again have ano- 


> ther good Account of the Cniver- 


at'? ſality of our Saviour's Prohibition 


_ 
- 


2? asto this matter. 7 ſay unto you, 
» Swear z0t at All; that is, not at all 
* by Heavey, or by the Earth, or by 
* any other the like Forms : But when 
| you ſhall find it needful to Swear, 
| Smear direftly by the Name of God; 
| and then you will both the more 


rarely do it, and when you ſhall do 
it, will be the more /ike/y to Swear 
truly, and to Performto the LORD 
your Oaths. 

32. FR O M what has been 
ſaid, we may now fee what that 


| Swearing is, which our Bleſſed 
! Lord has forbidden, as Unlawful to 
3 us Chriſtians : Namely, Firſt, To 
* Swear at all in our Common and 


Private Aﬀairs, with one another ; 


-} when there 1s neither any Suitable 


Occaſion for itz nor any Neceſſity 
laid upon us ſo to do. And, Se- 
conaly, To ule thoſe little, affeted 
Moaes 
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Modes of Swearing, which Cuſtom © a 
and Deſign brought in among the | v 
Jews, and which are ſtill bur too | © 
much allow*d of among us at this | , 
day. And by Both which, the Ma- | 
Jeſty of God is profaned ; Perjury is | | 
encreaſed ; Faith and Confidence are © di 
teſſen'd among Men ; and their Im- 
mortal Souls are continually expoſed G 
to Ruine and DeſtruFion. I ſhall NE 
therefore make a few Pradical Re- toc 
fleFions, upon Each of theſe Kznds | th: 
of Swearing ; and ſo conclude this © th 
Chapter. = 
33. A ND, Firi#: As to the 
Caſe of Light and Cuſtomary Swear- | 
#ng, it is certain, That for a Man | 
to Swear in his Common, Ordinary | 
Converſation ; where there is ei- | 
ther 20 xeed at all of an Oath, 
or none that is Proportionable to 
that Reverence which ought to be Of 1 
_ to it; is Abſolutely Evil, and #0 C 
lawful. It is indeed to Profane #610 
the Sacredreſs, and to Proſtitute the B41 


Deſgn of an Oath : And puts ſuch : 
an 7 


concerning F Wearing. 


m 
(4 
he | would be aſhamed to put upon one magaged 
00 | of our Fellow-Creatures. by St. 4- 
thanaſing, 


is} 34+ AND yet, alas! How or- 
re © dinary a Practice is this among us ? 
»-. And how often do we ſee Men Cal 
ed | God to Witneſs, not only without 
al] - need, but with ſuch little regard 
te too; that T am afraid many times 
ds . they do not know themſelves when 
his © they do fo. 

' 35. NAY and well were it for 


he ithem, if they did this only upon 
Ztoo /zzht Occaſions : But very fre- 


Aquently they do it upon ſuch, as 
Are extremely Indecent, if not Siz- 


ei= 54. To Bear Witneſs to their Lewd- 
h, eſs, their Profaneſs, and their De- 
to bhauchery, To Bind their Obligations 


be of Iniquity upon theit Souls : And 
ad £0 (onfirmtheir Enviows, their Ma- 
ne 75} and Covetous Purpoſes, a- 


he Painſt their Neighbour. 


ch : i 
-1 F 36. THESE 
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7 an + Afront upon God, as we See this 


US ** with great Elegances Lib. de Paſfon. Cruce Dom, To. I, P- 995, 


ih Tſocrat. ad 


1 Pemonis Heathen Moralif?, that a Good Mats 
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36. THESE are, God knows, © 
very terrible Conſiderations: They 7 y 
make me even tremble at the re- 7! «| 


membrance of them. And yet thus 7 a 
is God's Name profaned without Z {ſo 
Horrour ; and we ſuffer it without ® m 
Concera. N, 

37. BUT I muſt go yet far-® do 
ther : For tho? this be that Swear-7 thi 
ing which our Saviour ſeems chiefly ® 2; 
to haveſpoken againſt in this place;! 
yet I doubt nor but that much 
more is required of us. And: 
therefore I add, 2dly : That as a; 
Man ought zever to Swear, but up- 
on ſome Great, and Solemn Occaſi: 
03 ; {o neither ſhould he Swear, 
Choice, even Then ; Nor till he ha 
firſt indeavour'd, as far as is fittin 
to avoid it. | 

38. I T was the Opinion of {7 


ought never to Swear, but upon On 
of theſe Two Accounts z Either t 
Serve his Friend, Or to Vindicai 
Himſelf trom ſome Fonl and Sc: 
dalons Aſperſion. 39. THO 


Concerning $ Wearing. 


39. THO 1n this, I think, he 

was too ſevere; yet as, I preſume, 
* there are not many Caſes in which 
= a Man ought voluntarily to Swear ; 
= ſo, I believe, this one General Rule 
at | may comprehend the moſt of them: 


OOO 


D 
4 


Namely , That we ſhould never 
do it, but when it is neceſſary, ei- 
= ther for God's Glory; our Own Ju- 
ly ® ſtification ; or our Neighbours Good. 
2 But as for any other Conſidera- 
ch tions , I am perſwaded , = it 


'S a) | under any tolerable rune avs 
up2 than flee to an Oath for the preven- 
:aſtY tion of it. 

40. AND this I fay as to the 
Caſe of Voluntary Oaths : As for 
thoſe which are Impoſed by Publick 
% Authority , the Subjeifs Rule mult 
of Abe to yield to them in all Hone# 
wand Lawful Matters; and to take 
ſuch, as he can, with a good Con- 
er tF ſcience, take. As for the Reaſon- 
call ableneſs of Requiring them, that is 
their buſineſs to confider who 0b- 

Þ 2 lige 
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lige us to the taking of them : And ® tc 
who ought to remember, that they Z 
ſhall aſſuredly anſwer to God for 7 U! 
it, if by impoſing them zoo oftex, 7 0! 
and upon too ſlight Occaſions ; where ©: 
neither the Neceſſity of Governmezt, 
nor the Publick Peace require the! 
doing of it ; they ſhall cauſe God's * 
Name to be profaned ;, ſhall burden | 
their Neighbours Conſcience; and, by | 
degrees, take off very much from 
the Religion and Reverence of Swear- | 
ing. 
41. But, 3dly : and to conclude : 
theſe firſt ſort of Remarks. As the © 
Commandment here referr'd to by: 
our Saviour , Thou ſhalt not For-. 
ſmear thy ſelf 5 and expounded by ? 
that additional Paraphraſe , But: 
ſhalt perform to the LORD thine 
Oaths 3 has ever been look'd upon® 
* See Geer. tO relate * more eſpecially to Pro- 
in Loc. © miſſory Oaths 5, in which the Dar-} to. 


Explic. De- h : | f 
cal Exod. ger of Perjury 1s much the Freed | VIZ 


xx.7. eſt, and there will therefore need? and 
the greateſt Care and Circumſpettion for 
t0: 


concerning F wearing. 


id ® to be uſed, in order to the preven- 
ey © 70s of it: So am I apt to think, 
or © upon all theſe Accounts, that we 
'n, } ought to look upon our ſelves as 
rel ® yet more concern'd to Avoid ſuch 
* kina of Oaths, as far as it may be 
”_ in our power {o to do, rather than 
d's © any others. 
2» 42. A WISE Man will ob- 
by 3 lige himſelf, as ſeldom as he can, 
m | by a tare Promiſe : Becauſe he can- 
7. | not tell what may happen, nor to 
what Inconveniencies he may ex- 
de | poſe himſelf, by the making of it. 
And ſurely much leſs ought a Good 
! Man to bind a Promiſe upon him- 
ſelf by an Oath; unleſs it be upon 
: ſome urgent Occaſion, and in which 
z he ſhall account it to be his Duty 
2 ſo to do. 
on} 43. AND this may ſuffice to 
-o. have been obſerved, with relation 
yz. to the Firſt thing here forbidden ; ; 
af. | viz, the Frequent, and Onpeceſſary, 
ed? and Unworthy Uſage of an Oath. As 
oy | for the other Caſe 45 tk I _ 
| 3 the 
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the Abſtaining from thoſe /eſſer 
Modes of Swearing here referr'a to ; 
and, I believe, forbidden too by 


our Saviour : It may be conſt- © 
der'ds b 


wad 2. 


ox 7 


Bay 


eg 


TY 
A 
"$7 

R J 


44. 1ſt: THAT tho'it ſhould ® 
be doubtful whether it be ſimply, and ; 
abſolutely Onlanful, xo make uſe of * 
them ; yet it cannot be queſtioned 
but that it muſt be much Safer, xot 


z0 do ſo : Nor can there be any | 


4 
el 


reaſon given, why a Wiſe and Good 
Mar, ſhould ever venture upon the | 
ſe of them. | 
45 THAT it muſt be much 7 
Safer to abſtain altogether from them, | 
is manifeſt from hence, that it is 
(at leaſt) probable that our Bleſſed © 
Lord did intend, in this place, of 


reſtrain the «ſe of them; I am ſure ' 
no one can ever ſhew, upon any * 
good Grounds, and fuch as may 

juſtific a Man's Conſcience in the © « 
allowance of them , that he did © ! 
not | 
46. AND*”., 


A 
"N 


; 
ſſer © 


Concerning S Wearing. 
46. AND then, for the other 


to; Yd part of my Aﬀertion 3 That there 


* can be no reaſon for a Good Man 
= to venture upon the uſe of them, it 
> 15 evident ; 


Becauſe, thoſe things 
which , in ſuch a Caſe, a Man 
ſwears bs, mult be conlider'd ei- 
ther as relating to God, and Ter- 


Ti 


minating the Oath in bien ; : And * * Socur 


then, to ſwear by them, is the ſame 


Saviour 


deter- 


thing as to ſwear by God himſelf ; mines it, 


and to proſtitute ſuch Oaths to a 
Common Uſage, is as criminal as to 
profane the very Name of God : Or 
if they are «xcapable of being thus 
referr'd to God, and for that rea- 
ſon may be thought not to oblige 
then 1s the «ſe of them vain and 
deluſory ; and ſo either zo End at all; 
or, to be ſure, no good one can be 
delign'd by them. 

47. BUT, 2dly: Whatever be- 
comes of this Refleftion, thus much 
Is certain 3 That to ule any of theſe 
Oaths with the Intention of the 


'D- Jews, here condemn'd by our S- 


VIOWY ; 


F 4 


Mat. 


16, KC. 


KX111., 
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viour ; that is to ſay, for the Pro- 
motion either of Common and Vain : 
Swearing, On the one hand; or of © 


I 54.644 


Fraudulent and Deceitful Swearing, 


on the other ; or to recurr to ſuch 
kind of Oaths in any Caſe, 1n which : 
we {ſhould not think it decext, or 
lawful, to Swear by God himſelf , is 
abſolutely Unlawful; and undoubtedly © 
prohibited by Chri#, as ſuch. 

48. BUT here then I muſt not 
be Mif- underſtood : For tho'I ſay 
that a Good Chriſtian ought not 
to Swear by any, bur God only ; yet 
I do not pretend that we muſt al- 
ways do it with a diret# Mention 

b of his Name; and in thoſe expreſs 
tis >, Terms, * which ſome have vainly 
Epiſt 89 thought aloze properly to conſtitute 
= re an Oath, Many are the Forms into 
1aziani:) Which the Subſtance of an Oath may 
+ nnd be caſt, and 1n ſeveral of them the 
p22; Name of God notat all expreſs'd; and | 
vi, quid fit yet the Oath be made by himonly. 


=, it GR cn pups, us 


qt» Phat iRmsn.[zmwo Þ ct wo ow... 


FTuramen- 49. TH US | w 


Fum prore 

Js lemrant. Putant enim ſe non Turare quando in Ore _ , fo 
ſcir Dens, © Quis non dicicur PER DEUM. Er de Verb. * 
Apoſt. Serm. axviii. cap. vi, To. x. : 


| Concerning Swearmy. 


* 49. THUS $t. Paul, tho 
» he generally mentioned the very 
= Name of God, yet ſometimes he 
2, > put his Oath into another Form; 
: and * Proteſted by the 
> Rejoycing which he had 


© 
Py 


* That this was proper- 
ly an Oath , Sr. Augi/hine 


Or F 1n Chriit Teſes Orr ftifly contends, Serm. de verb. 

is © Lord,t Cor. xv. And M9-*xvii. c.5. And re- 
a . bij fers to the propriety of che 

aly 'q when often riIMES WE Original Greek for provk of 
> OUr {elves lay our it, But __ 1 
; more expreſs ; and puts in 

ot : Hand on the Holy by way of explication , the 

ay | Sripenres , and ha- very wn —_ _ 

p : yer others doubr of 1t, an 

wt * ving firſt conceived {\jnk jr © have ad On 

Jet the Subſtance of the Form of an Oath, without 

al- Oath conclude with being really fo. See Baſil, 

: "I in Pjal. xiv. To. I. p. 133. E. 

on * this Form, So help 

eſs | me God, and the Contents of this 

aly 7 Book - We as really Swear by God 

ure 7 Alone, as if we had altogether 

ato 7 ſtopp'd in the former part of our 

ay 7 Appeal ; or only faid with the 

he * Apoſtle, God us my Witneſs. 

nd} +50. IN all theſe Caſts, it is 


y. 2} enough that we make it plain that 
we refcr to (od, and to him Only, 


* 


'1 for the Trath of what we ſpeak : 


And 
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And then howſoever our Words 3 
may run, the Oath will ſtill be © 
underſtood to terminate in him A- | 
log. : 
51. I SAY to God ONLT:® 
Becauſe otherwiſe tho* we ſhould ? 
Swear expreſly by God, yet if we 
ſhall joyn any Ocher together with 7 
him, as the Jews did ſometimes 7 
heretofore, and as thoſe of the |: 
Church of Rome do notoriouſly at * 


+4 
21 


this day : In ſuch a Caſe, our ! 
Oath will again be faulty 3 and | 
we ſhall, in the very Manner of * 
our Swearing, be guilty of a Sz, but : 

little leſs criminal , than that ot F 


- 
i 


1 


Perjury its ſelf, / : 
52. AND thus have Ioffer'd to? 
you ſuch Conſiderations, as ſeem'd |; 
neceſſary to ſhew, what that Swear- * 
zng is which our Saviour has tru- 
ly Forbidden under the Goſpel. I 
ſhall conclude this Potzt , with : 
thoſe Words of the Sow of Sirach, : 
Ecclus. XXiit. 9. Accuſtome not thy. 


Mouth to Swearing , neither Uſe thy 
| ſei 


, 
4 
4 


concermng Swearing. 75 
* ſelf to the Naming of the Holy One. 


For as a Servant that is Continually 
= Beaten, ſhall not be without a Blew- 
3 Mark; ſo he that Sweareth, and Na- 

* 3 meth God, Continually, ſhall not be 

F aultleſs. He that uſeth much Swear- 

* ing, ſhall be filled with Iniquity, and 
| the Plague ſhall never depart from 
* his Houſe, 
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CHAP. Iv. 


Of the ſeveral Ways of Con- 
firming what is Spoken, or 
Promiſed , under the De- 

gree of an Oath ; How far ? 
They may be made Uſe of im * 
Mens Private Converſation ? | 
And for. what Reaſon it was 
wot fitting That Men ſhould © y 
have been Allowd to Go wd 
Farther 2 


[Bur let 17, AVING now ſhewn, : 
— from the Words of our * 
be Tea, you Bleſſed Saviour , how careful a ' 
Nay, #4] Good Chriſtian ought to be not © (. 
only Not to Forſwear Himſelf; but, © ,,, 
as far as he is able, Not to Smear at * 1 
M1! : It remains, for the final clear- 7 f;, 


10g 


| concermng Swearing. 
= ing of this Subjet, that we go 
” on, upon the ſame Principles, to 
= enquire, How we are to behave our 
i ſelves, inour Common Diſcourſe, with 
* One Another ? And here the Rule 
propoſed to us is this; Let your 


- * Communication be Tea, yea; Nay, 

* zay: And this Reaſon given, why 
e- Þ we ought to confine our ſelves 
far ©} within the bounds of it ; For, ſays 
"71 © our Saviour, What ſoever is more than 
n2 4 74s, cometh of Evil. IT ſhall di- 


* ſtinCtly conſider each part of it; 
vas 2 And endeavour, Firſt, To ſhew 
ld 7 you, What our Duty, with rela- 
any | tion to this Matter, is: And then, 
* Secondly, To convince you , of 
* the Reaſonableneſs of that Motive, 
* which our bleſſed Saviour has here 
wh | made uſe of, to oblige us to walk 
our * according thereunto. 
al 2 2, And, Firſt : For what con- 
not * cerns the Rule here laid down ;, It 
but, } was the Opinion of a very learned 


ar # } Man in his Remarks upon this Pat- Gror. com. * 
lear- Yſagez That theſe Words of our Sa- 


108 Viour, 
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wiour, Let your Communication be, © 


Tea, yea ; Nay, may ; are to be ex- © 
pounded by thoſe of St. James, to 
the ſame purpoſe, Fam. v. 12. Let © 
1 your Vea, be Yea; and your Nay, Nay : > 
= And the account he gives of Both T7 
| of them is this; That our AF:ops 7 | 
ſhould be agreeable to our Expreſ- 7 | 
frons 5 and that whenſoever we 7? | 
promiſe any thing , we ſhould be Þ |] 
ſure to take eſpecial care that our 2 « 
| performance be accordingly. 'F 
ov 3. T HO" this be, no doubt, the : 
il Duty, and ſhould be the Care of 7 c 
lM every good Chriſtian; yet can I, 
[| 4 by no means, think it a proper. 
bs || Account of our Saviour's Meaning ® © 
i} in the Words before us: In which F p 
#1 it was certainly his Intention to? 
\is" direct us, How to manage our E tc 
. » © xz- ſelves ia our * Diſcourſe , or as" p! 
y& uv. we render it, our Communication A 
_—_ with one another 3 and not how to.” T 
conform our Performances to our in 

. Promiſes. 3 m 
4. THAT? w 


0 
'\ 


Concermng Swearing 


= 4 THAT St. James had a re- 
= gard to this Paſſage of our Saviour, 


= in that Exhortation which he gave 
= to the ſame purpoſe, I make no 
: 2 doubr : Nor ſhall I deny, but that - 
= they may poſſibly have Both of 
* them meant the ſame thing. But 
= that either the One, or the Other, 
2 intended to reſtrain the Doftrine 
* here delivered concerning Swearing, 
z to Promiſſory Oaths only ;, or indeed 
# aim'd at any thing more than to 
# ſhew us, How we ſhould behave 
= our ſelves 1n our Converſation with 
Z one another, does not appear from 
$ either of their Expreſ/zons; nor 
Z ought, without Reaſon, to be ſup- 
* poled by us. 
Z* 5: AND therefore, 2dly, and 
; to come more cloſely to the Ex- 
Ir as! plication of the Words before us : 
ation As it 1s plain from the whiole 
w to. Tenour of our Saviosrs Diſcourſe 
> out; 1n this place, that a good Chriſtian 
3 may, without all ſcruple, A4firm 
HAT? whatis Trae, or Dexy what is _ ; 
0 


| | 
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ſo the leaſt we can inferr from the 

Repetition here made of the Te 7 

+ So Dr. and Nay, is this; + That if Oze © 
pzmmond Aſſertion or Denial of either ſhould | 

zech. $. Of NOt be ſufficient to ſatisfie the Per- | 
Swearing: ſon with whom we converſe, of 

nd in hi; | 

Paraphraſ,; © Truth of what we ſpeak, we 

on the may rexew Our Diſcourſe, and Ccon- 

pace. firm-it again and again to him: ! 

And by that means move him the * 

rather to believe us, when he ſhall : 

find us conſtantly to perſevere 1n our | 

Aſſertion or Dental of it. 

6. NOR, indeed, can any Que: : 

ſtion be reaſonably made of the 
lawfulnefs of our doing thus much, 

to ſatisfie the Jealouſfie of our 

Neighbour, and to juſtifie our own 

Fidelity. Forif we may innocent-; 

ly declare what we know Once, 

what harm can there be in doing ” 

it a ſecond time? And if it be4g 

requiſite that we ſhould do fo, to : 

o21n the better credit with our! 

Brother 3 and to convince him the! 


more undoubtedly of the truth of, 
what 


Concerning F wearing. 


the * what we fay : ſeeing both the 
Tea © End for which we do it is Inno- 
Dae © cent, and there is nothing Un- 
uld 7 /awfal in the AF its ſelf ; where 
er- 2 canthe harmotſucha Repetition be ? 


,of} +7. THIS therefore is the leaſt 
we 2} wecan ſuppoſe our Saviour hereby 
:on- 2 intended to allow us to do, for the 


im: 7 better Confirmation of what we 
the ? Promiſe, or Aſſere. And I cannot 
hall Zell but that his Words may fairly 
our 2 be extended a great deal farther ; 
Zand be underſtood, 3dly ; To al- 
Que- Flow us , if need be, not only to 
the Fre-iterate what we fay, and there- 
wcb, by to fix the belief of it the more 
our firmly in the mind of him with 
own Fwhom we converſe; but that with 
zent- ſome kind of * Earneſtzeſs too in * $6 vic, 


Jnce, the Repetition : With ſome ſuch he” 17 ng 
onng Yehemence of Expreſſion as may ſerve |; ._ 


It be'to add a New Force to our Woras ; 
O, t0 and effetually ſhew that we have 
| OUt py duly confider'd, and are ve- 


n they well aſſured of the Trath of 
th of ww hat we Report ; Or of our Re- 
what? G ſolution 


' : cap 2, 
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ſolution to fulfil what we Promiſe, | 


in them. 


P 


8. THIS was the Method © 


which our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf © 
commonly follow'd in his own Con- 
verſation : And frequent Inſtances 


OE IR 


: we meet with of it, in all the parts 
of his Goſpel. So in this very * 


be. - * And which tho' 

' the learned N. Fuller 

| ſeems reaſonably e- 
nough to deny to be 

a formal Oath ; yet 

By. he plainly proves it 
in to be a Yehement Aj- 
” | v8 ſeveration: eſpecrally 
mu, when doubled , as we 
1 often find it, in our 
Saviour's Diſcourſes 
to have been. See 
his Miſcel.Sacr. Lib.L. 


(Chapter, Verſe 18. * Ve . 
rily I ſay unto you: And a- © 
gain , Verſe 26, Verily 1; 
ſay unto thee, And that” | 
this may reaſonably be * 
preſumed, to have been ; 
allow*d us in the preſent } , 
Paſſage, we may conclude ? | 
from hence; notonly that ; 

7 

y 


this is the leaf? degree of | 


Aſſurance we can give to 


the Truth of what we ſay, above 

that of a ſimple delivery of it 5 and” 

neither cometh of Evil, nor tendetl © 

| 70 it : but that the very Expreſſions.” . 

i themſelves which we render Te, ; * 
| and Nay, do import, not a * þ 


E 14 Affirmation , or Denial; but that 
| witl 
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with ſome ſuch Yehemence as this. 
Inſomuch that in the Holy Scrip- 

* tures themſelves, we find the word 

> which we render * Tea, 

* made uſe of inſtead of an * Na, and 4m, 


| "24 | are in Scripture indif- 
Aſſeveration 7 and by OUT ferently put for each 
=> OWN Interpreters tranſla- other.S0 what in Mas, 
"ay 7 fed accordingly. + And 2 36.5 Als: 

| « of in Luke X1, 51,15 Nat. 
> even where it 1s not ſo, In Revxxii.20. They 


Ap yet the Diſcourſe its ſelf r* Joyn'd together 
to the ſame purpoſe : 


h f ſhews, that there is ſome- And fothey are again, 
enat'? what more than a meer 2; i. 20. And in 
' DO Affirmation deſigned by it; jnentt mnhaabe He 
-—_-_ as might ealily be made —_ or Perily, they 
Jade | *PPear, in ſeveral Exam- Tencer Ne hoe us 

# ples, were it needful to in- 1:2, on Mar. v. 18. 


that | {iſt upon it. Verily 1 ſay unto you, 


> 


ee of: * explains it by, 7a: 
* T2 "Auls bebaw]ixdy Bay, 2v)i 74, Nai aig Uuly. And 

VE OY p.t2bl. here renders it, Cert#, Certs. 

bove £ | ; 

and + See Mat, xi. 9+ Luke Xii. 5. Rev, i. 9. XVi. 7. 


_ 9. LET us add to this, that 
Y: + in the Stile of the Sacred Pen- 
"27 men, the Repetition of any Word, 


2 generally Denotes ſomewhat of a 
(Gr 2 * Ve- 


84 

* A plain Inſtance 
of which we have in 
2 Kings x. I5. where 
when Jehs ask'd Je- 
honadab whether his 
heart were truly with 
him ; he anſwer'd, 
V3} w1, It i151 and 
It is, And to this 
both the Chaldee and 
Syriac Verſions hold ; 
expreſſing the Repe- 
ticion ; Tho' we, with 
the Greek and Latin, 
negle& it. And the 
deggn of this take 
from two perſons, ve- 
ry well verſed in thoſe 
Languages; Duplica- 
tur eft,ſays Munſter ,ad 
Majorem Rei Affirms: 
tionem. Geminatione 
werbivehement ius Af- 
firmat ſays Vatablus ; 
q. d. Proculdubio dir 
ligo te ex Anime. 
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* Vehemence deſigned by 
it. Hence it 1s that our 


Saviour does not only com» " 


monly make uſe of the 
Aſſeveration before men- 
tion'd; but when he would 
imprint what he ſaid, in 
a more particular manner, 
upon Mens minds, and 
engage them to a more 
ſerious Conſideration of it; 


Doubles it too ; Verity, Ve. © 
And © 
from all which put toge- ? 
ther, we may, I think, : 


very ſafely conclude, That ! 
| 


rily, I ſay unto you, 


we alſo, after the Example 
of our Bleſſed Maſter, may 
nor only with great 


lain- 
neſs and earneſt neſs Affirm the FTrath 


To 
»r 


#5 


7 


*”, 
—_—— 
+ 


( 


of what we ſpeak ; but may, if ' \ 
need be, add ſome ſuch Aſſevera- | t 
tion to it, as he was wont to do; 
and even fairly Interpret the very _ f 
WYords before us, to allow of it. 


io. FROM 


fi 
| k 


by 


concerning F Wearing. $5 
10. FROM what has been 


our = ſaid, it appears; Either that ſuch 
OM» * Aſſeverations as thoſe I have now 
the > been ſpeaking of, do expreſly fall 
aen- 7 withis the Deſign of the preſent 
ould * Text, (and that ſome havethought 
» In © to be the moreprobable;) Or moſt 


ner, * certainly, * are zot repug- 
and” yert to it. But now,athly : 
nore © and to advance yet one 
f it; | ſtep higher : What ſhall 
, Ve. ©: we ſay to another ſort of 
And © Confirmation, frequently 
oge- } made uſe of heretofore, 
ink, > and not uncommon with 
Chat © us at this day ; whereby 
ple to convince Men of the 
may | Truth of what we ſay ; 
lain- © and that is, by Pledging 
Tuth | (as it were) ſomewhat 
r, if | which is very valuable to 
yverg- the certainty of it. 


Ys 


" See Clem. Alex. 
Strom, lib. vij. Where 
ſhewing that his Tyw- 
xds,or Perfet Chrie 
ſtian , ought not ro 
Swear, he thus hews 
( from the preſent 
Text) how he ſhould 
Behave himſelf: *Ag- 
x& Thvuy as Het 
Ti ouwna]eSion 3 
T1 agrnou, moot hi 
veu T5 *AandIdr Ai- 
wel og Tt Pg oy 3 
un Negparloy aury 74 
Cibarey f Ymoxeiow 
ws. Pag. 729. B. 


us, for - 


do; 11. THIS is that kind of Con- 
very - firmation, which, as diſtinguiſhed *'See $2:x- 


t, © from the fore-going, is uſually cal- 


der:,de Fo. 
ram 0blig. 


| led * Obteſt ation : And it differs ?-a:v.5 4 


) M. 6g 


trom 


Tis 


_ ” 
- 
— Aer re 


_O_— Ew ESE” 
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from an Oath in this; That an 
Oath has alvays a re/ped# to God, 
and either expreſly, or by couſtre- 
Fon , derotes an Appeal to Hine 
for the © ruth of what we utter : 
Whereas, in the Way I am now 
ſpeaking of, we only interpoſe the 
Authority of ſomewhat, which is 
either Evidently Certain, or App 
rently Dear to Us; to beſpeak our 


Sincerity 1n what we Deliver un» ; 
- der the (astion of it. | 
12..SUCH a Ratification as - 


this is that which we meet with 
ſo commonly in the Old Teftawent, 
* As thy Soul liveth. And 
it has been thought by 
ſome , that Joſeph really 


did no more than thus, 


+ Yid. Saunders : d: When he ſeem'd to + Swear 


Jur. ONE $4 0; £0 his Brethren, by the Life * 


&. 7. 


pinion alſo was St. of Pharaoh, Gen. xlui. I 5, 


Baſil, 1n Pſal. 14. 
{| See below, 


of by St. Paul, x Cor. xv. 31. and 


And as for the New Tefta- . 
ment; || What if that | 
Form of Speech made uſe : 


which * 


concerning $ wearing, 
which ſome, as we have ſeen, will 


7 


have to be an Oath, was indeed no 
» more than an Obreſtation : [ Proteſt 
* By your Rejoicing which 1 have in 
| (Chriſt Jeſs our LORD. At leaſt 
71 cannot but think , that Thoſe 
* |} Primitive Chriſtians, of 
* whom Tertullian ſpeaks, 


: meant no more ; who re- 


4 fuſed to Swear by the For- 


; twng,or (zenins,of their Em- 


! perours; leſt they ſhould 
; ſeem to Appeal to the Dei- 


* 


CEE <4 A © | Sa 


' ties of the Heathen : But 
| yet-freely gave Aſſurance 


| of their Fidelity to them, 
* by their Health and Sefety, 


which (as he expreſſes it) 
was very dear to them ; and 
equal, in their account , 


| 


with the greateſt Oath. 


| Vid. Tertul. Apo» 
log. cap. 32. Tis true 
he there ſays expreſ- 
ly, Juramtu** per ſas 
lutem; but then he af- 
terwards ſpeaks more 
preciſely, Pra magno 
Turamento id Habe« 
mus. And Athanaſius, 
mentioning the Oath 
of Syrians toConft ane 
tins the Emperor, ſays 
not that he Swore, but 
Confirms his Promiſe 
to the Alcxandrians, 
Ate GiBaiwm]o wage 
TV er & Tl 5 
ow/nelzy, Apol. ad 
Conſtant. To. I. p. 689. 
Bur St. Ba{f! is ex» 
preſs to this purpoſe, 


in —_=_ xiv. To. I. E193 Jy Tives Abe , 9a] 2. i iz y 
Kay Vovles uv "Ogxer I dylus , LING Ieeg Tt To, 
” Tus xtoyTas » ws 0 Ivoyp + *Aryw]oy otnotsinCt, Ni 


: 


Th) "Yryvizy Guys ba 4pgt. Kat 5 


6 'Aro5or@& Ti Tess 


Roey dis Afanls 4 iau]s T4 gay, iow , Ni TW nud]eeg? 
x4 xumv iy Na on Xer5a, &e. P. 133 
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13. THAT ſuch kind of Cox- 
firmations as theſe, of the Trath of 
what we ſpeak, may (upon occa- 
fion) not only Innocently , but 
Commendably , be made uſe of; 
for the better prevention of down- 
right Swearing, is, I think, not to 
be doubted : But yet I cannot tell, 
whether they may be reckon'd to 
fall within the dire allowance of 
the preſent Text, tho' they are cer- 

*So St.s- tainly * conſiſtent with the de- 

{#, ec. £:'- fign of it. And therefore, I do 
fore excu- ſuppoſe rhat next to Formal-Swear- 
ſesSt.Pau",;ng > theſe kind of Obteſtation: 
traditing ought the mo# rarely, and with 
m_ Chip the greate## caution, to be made uſe 
| * of by us. 

14. B U T if the Matter be 
weighty 3 and if it be needful to 
do ſomewhat more than ordinary 
to convince the Perſon with whom 
we diſcourſe, of the Truth of what 
we ſpeak : And if ſuch a leſſer Ra 


88 


zification of it, will prevent our re-|| 
curring to the /4## and highe#?, I|4 Q 


mean, 


—— 


AO co or Aus _ WO” I —_—— _ 


7 


of |? 
} topledge our own Honeſty or Teuth ; 


| 


| 


concerning Swearing. 
mean, that of an Oath : I cannot 
ſee why weſhould not rather chuſe 


Or to corroborate what we ſay, by 
comparing the certainty of it, with 
ſomewhat of which there can be 
no doubt ; ſuch as our own, or his 


* Life with whom we converſe ; ra- 


ther than accuſtom our ſelves to 
Call God to Witneſs in any Caſe, 
in which it may lie in our power 
to avoid it. 

15. A N D thus have I done 


| with the ſeveral kinds of Confirma- 


tion of what we affirm , below the 
Degree of an Oath. 1 cannot tell 
whether it may be needful for me 
to.take notice of yet another Me- 
thod, which has but too much ob- 
tain'd in the World, to the ſame 
purpoſe: And that is, 5thly, When 
to Aſſert the Truth of what they 


; = Men flee to ſome Carſe or 
oY | 


precation apon themſehves, it they 
Prevaricate in it. But as every 
Oath does in its Nature imply an 


Appeal 


89 


yg— wwe 


go 


Bog. Pops 
Vol. 1. p. : b E 
491. __ us, if we deal falſly with: our Nergh- 


ex & *s bour ; $0 thus much we: may be 
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Appeal to the Juſtice of God-, as * 
well as to his Kyowleage ; and, by _ 
* Plutarch, conſequence, does interr a * Tacit © 


Imprecation of his Vengeance upon © 


ſure of, that were fiich [mpreca- * 
tions, otherwiſe, never {o lawful, 11 | * 
order to this end; 'yet they ought| 


not to be «ed at any t4me, of upon 71 


any occaſion, in which we may not 
lawfuily take an Oath. And there- * 
fore .that both out: of Charity to; * 
our Selves, and out of Rewverence 
to God's Judgments ; we' ought to 
lay aſide the Pra#ice of ſuch Curſes 
altogether: Secing they can neither J1 
be ever made without; Horrour 3 © 
nor may be 'made in-any Caſe, 
wherein we may not; give our 
Oath, not only with an Equal S+ * 

tisfaFion to our Neighbour , but 11 
with greater Decency and Confor- 
mity to the Principles of Chriſtia- | 
nity. 


16. AND 1a 


concerning Swearing, 
as > 16. AND now, to lay toge- 
by | ther, ia ſhort, the ſeveral Rules, 
t 7 by which we are to Govern our 
» ſelves in our Communications with 
3 one another ; according as I have 
* hitherto been more largely ſtating 
| of them to you. 


*Þ 


bool ' 17. IF what we ſay bea Mat- 
2 bt i ter of meer indifference ; 10 that it 
>0n 71s of no great conſequence, either 


not 2? to our ſelves, or any other, whe- 
2re- | ther we are believed or no: In that 
. to] } Caſe it may ſuffice * barely to re- 
ence late what we know of it ; without 
© to Jtroubling our ſelves, by any- of 
ſes \the Ways T have now been ſpeak- 
31ng of, to give any farther Copfir 
Imation tO it, a) 
18. I F our Diſcourſe be of ſuck 
a nature, that it may concern our 
| Neighbour to give credit to it 5,07 
tit may, perhaps, upon our ows 46> 
ont, be corventent that he thould 
;(t5a- 1do ſo : We mgy then confirm, the 
Trath of what we aſſert, either by 
ND 1a * repeated Aſſurance of it ; a if 
| that 


mg en — —_—_ 
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that will not ſuffice, by adding ſuch 
an * Aſſeveration as may ſhew that 
we ſpeak very ſeriouſly, and with a 
well-grounded Confidence of what we 
fay : ſuch as Verily, or Indeed, or 
In-Truth you may Believe me ; or 
by ſome other Expreſſions of the 
like nature. 


19. IF this does not yet fatiſ-|: 
fie the Mind of our Neighbour,| 
and the Subje& of our Diſcourſe} 


be ſo important as to demand a 


fill higher Convittion of the Truth| 
of it; then, Thirdly, I conceive 


we may proceed to a yet higher 


N 


and more forcible confirmation off 


what we ſay, by that moreweighty 


kind of Aſſurance , which, if not|' 


comprehended under the Exprefſ- 
fions of the preſent Paſſage, is yet 
certainly within the - Reaſon, and 
may be built upon the Graunds 0 
it. Such are thoſe * Obreſtation: 


| the 


ſo uſual among our ſelves, Upon|{T py 


my Word; If I am Alive ; As I aw 
an Hoxe# Man, and the like. _- 
ſuc 


+ 


Upon 


And 


concerning $ wear. 
ſuch was that of St. Paul hereto- 


Chrift s in Me. Oaly as theſe are 


| fore, 2 Cor. x1. 10. As the Trath of 


ſtill greater Corroborations of the 


Truth of what we ſpeak than the 


! Other; ſo ought they to be uſed 
| more ſeldom, and with greater care, 
and upon more weighty occaſions ; 
3 when *tis very highly expedient 
* that we ſhould be believed in what 
we lay. 

20. AND here we muſt ſtop 
in our Communication with one ano- 
ther. For the next Degree of Aſſu- 
rance, above this, is an Oath: And 
that I have already ſhewn you, 
muſt very rarely be made uſe of ; 
Jindeed zever but when we either 


-f$cannot, by any means, 4vozd it , or 


Ithe Matter is ſuch that we ought 
not to decline it. 


Our 


21, WHICH being thus re- [Po whar- 
olved, in anſwer to the firi# thing/ever # 
propoſed to conlider ; Let us gO :4eſ: 

I aw\}on, in the next place, to ſee, what «4 of E- 


he ſ-mport of that Motive is which ** 
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| 
our Saviour here propoſes to us, to 
engage us to keep within theſe |: 
Bounds, in our common Affairs with|?) ' 
oxe another ; and that is , That|$ 
whatſoever is more than theſe cometh 
of Ewil. 

22, I T has been doubted by}? © 
Some whether what we rendef 4 #1 


L, 


4 
y f 


Cometh of Evil , might not mor 7 u| 
180 Cafa- properly have been tranſlated, || Co.) J te 
te: Epiſ- meth of the Evil-Oze, But as the; 
Ft =” Original is certainly capable of ei * 
ther of theſe Senſes ; ſo the Aſſer|} th 
tion of our Saviour will hold good 3 


in both of them : The Cuſtom 0 
Viin-Swearing being altogether wick} M 


| ed and unreaſonable ; and not only} } 4: 
proceeding from an Evil Principl: 4 


but in its nature, tending to 
Evil End too ; and upon all theſeJto 
Accounts Coming from the E V I LJ acc 
ONE | 


23. AND Firit ; Whatſnevel 
is more than theſe Cometh of Evil: 
And that whether we reſpe& * On 


Selves,or * Others ; * The Cuſtom off Not 
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in| Making, or the * Cauſe of Requiring 
” an Oath, for the Confirmation of 


le 
th\2 what we fay.. 

| 24. IF weconſider the Grounds 
| of Common-Swmearing with reſpe&t 
! to * Our-Selves : It muſt proceed 
| either from an * Evil-Cuyſtom, or 
from an * Ewvil-Principle ; and 
upon -both thoſe Accounts, be ut- 
13 terly Wicked and Onjuſtifiable. 
3 25, FOR (ift:) As to the 
* ej) © Cuſtomof ſuch Swearing ;- We know 
14 that every Sz is by ſo much the 
4} more hainous in its ſelf, and more 
dangerous to our Souls ; by how 
11 much the Habit of it is the more 
deeply rooted in us. Inſomuch that 
it 1s from this that a Man takes his 
Denomination ; and is look'd upon 
to be either a Good, or a Bad Man, 
;3according as the Common PraGice 
of his Lyfe befpeaks him to be. 
26. T HE Beſt Chriſtian may 
14 be tempted, and fall into Sin ; and 
* 0,4 fometimes do that which he ought 
t,m of4 20t to do. But yet whilſt this is 
nor 
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not his Csſfom ; whilſt the General | 
Bent not only of his Deſires, and | 
Endeavours, but of his A&ions, |% 
and Converſation too, lie toward: | 

his Duty 3 neither will God exaR | 
every ſuch Sin of him, nor ought 
Men to cenſure him too ſeverely 
for them. For this is the Misfor- 
tune of our Preſent State, and 
while we are in this World, willl? 


we ſhall Offend Al. | 

27. BUT when once any Si[F tl 
becomes habitual, and Men make alF o 
common, or rather a conſtant, Pra 21, 
ice of it: the'very cuſtom of ith M 
renders ſuch a Sin both «npardon-[}} fo 
able by God, and juſtly cenſurabliY} ſid 
by all good Mem. Jap 

28. SO that ſuppoſing then that! th: 
Common and V ain-Swearing are ſin-|4 lig 
ful as both our Seviour here war-{J fib! 
rants us, and I have before ſhewn,|# cor 
we ought to account it : Theſy fan: 
Cuſtom of ſuch Swearing mult bel] cuſt 
yet more Evil; and. the ' Sir - wh 
tne 


; 


concerning '$ Wearing, 
the./e/s, but the greater for proceed- 


®” ing from it. | 


29, BUT indeed before Men 
can arrive to ſuch a Cu/tom, there 
muſt be in them ſome Evil Prin- 
ciple-or other to give Birth to it : 
And ſuch Swearing muſt, upon this 
account alſop (ome of Evil, that it 
mult be derived from ſome Sowrce 


l1}F that moſt certainly is ſo. 


30. FO R ſince ſuch Swearing 


$ 15 not-only plainly: Forbidden in 


thatl 


ſi 


war! 
-wn,\ 
'T het 
{ be} 
\ not 


the 


the Goſpel, but is withal , in its 
own nature, ſo Indecent, and Onfits 


| ting; that 'tis impoſſible for any 

th} Man who has either any true Va/ze 
4 for God, or has ever feriouſly con» 
q ſider'd the Meaning of an Oath, to 


approve of it : Certain it is, chat 
that Man muft be either very neg- 
ligent of Himſelf, and very unſen- 
ſible ofthis Duty ; or he muſt be be- 
come altogether wicked and pro- 
fane, who allows himſelf in the 
cuſtomary pradtzce of it. And from 
which + Coin of all theſe Principles 


H his 
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his Swearing does proceed, what © 
our Svionr here tells us of it will >: 
ſill remain true, That it Comerh of |: 
Evil, ve 
31. NOR will this Uſage be» 
found to fall any leſg under the? 

ſame Charader, if we conſider 

it with reſpe& to thoſe who require. 

ſuch Osths of Others, and prompt? 

Men on to the Practice of them. * 

*$ee Chap. 32+ * F OR fince to excouree:: 

I. s. 18. another to S;z, but much more to! 
—_- require what is Evil of him, muſt, 
 pift. 155. be highly criminal ; as being nay 
Lib.1. only contrary to the Duty which 
we owe to God, but alſo to tha, 
Charity which we ought to hav} 
for our Neighbours Soul + Certain, 
it is, that no one who looks uporlY, 
t 
c 


it to be unlawful to Swear vain! 
can, without Si», alow, much /e/ 
encourage and oblige anothbr ſo toll} 
do. And therefore it muſt remain$, 
that upon this Account alſo,as wel 
as upon thoſe I have already mer 
tioned, this Practice muſt be cor 
felled to Come of Evil. 33 


6 


= © © 


3 


concerning Swearmg. 
33. BUT, indeed, were it not 


th of * Wickedneſs of Men ; there would 
= be neither any Need of Swearing at 


> be'3 all, norany Tempration to it. And 


the ® this will yet more Verifie our Se- 
ſider # jour's Aﬀertion 3 and ſhew that 
quire'Z the very Ground and Foundation 
AMPLE not only of Falſe and YVain-Swear- 
2 ing, but of all Swearing whatſoever, 

; Cometh of Evil. 
| 34. N O W that I thus make 
out. The only Solid Reaſon 
10S that can be given why Men ſhould 
Fever Swear at all, is upon the ac- 
Ycount of its Uſefulneſs, or rather 
A Neceſfity, for the Confirmation of 
what they ſay. But now were it 
POIB not for the Corr»ption of our Na- 
twre, and that Falſeneſs and Inſin- 
FcerityEwhich fo much abounds in 
Sthe World ; and for thoſe Jealou- 
ſes and Suſpicions, which Men have 
entertain'd of one another upon the 
account of it; Where would be 
the Need of any ſuch Confirmarion ? 


9 L H 2 Were 


” for the Evil, that is to ſay, the 


: <A "A 
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Were there no ſuch 'thing as 0Ma- 3 
lice, or Envy ;: Intereit, or Deſign ; © 
Covetquſneſs, or Injuſtice ; Lying, or © 
Diſſimulatios , . known among. us, ® 
But, on-the contrary , every one 
was. Hone#t and Ingenuous 5; and 
might ſecurely be truſted by his 
Neighbour, as ſuch. In ſhort, were |® 
our Candition ſo happy,{ that Men|* 
reckon'd their Word, as Sacred as 
their Oath ; And would be as care- 
ful of what they Sazd, as of what 
they Swore ? 
- .. 25. BUT becauſe, God knows, | 
the Caſe is much otherwiſe with}: 
us ; and Men are fo full of Tricks} 
and Cheats, are.fa Subtle and De-1 
ceitful, fo Vain and Unconſtant ,|: 
that we know. not where to have/Y} * 
them, or when to rely upon them;) 
and it 1s hard to find out any;Bowd" 
that is ſufficient: to aſſureWthat'A - 
they: af? ſincerely 3, therefore it-has 
been found neceſlary to A 
this Obligation : That if there-belJ | 
any Fear of God, or any Senſe of 


ood- 


5 


gaged.to deal oprighty: and. not 


the Ground of ' our Appealing to 
| eſs and Falſeneſs of Mankind that 


* * For ſure a better, or more ſen- Conſiders b 


2 tis 1115r0s, x, Thu *, 9H "Ogrcoy Agp/Anay ein ieuc% 


concerntug Swearmg. 
Goodneſs remaining to them, they 
may by. this means, at leaſt, be en- 


preſume to Call (God ro Witneſs, 
but when they are reſolved to 
Speak and AF, as they ought to 
ao 


36. AND now' when ſuch is 
God at all; when *tis the Wicked- 


has given occaſion to the Uſe of ar 
Oath; . and without which there 
would never have been any need | 
of it: Well may -our S2v/our give x 
this for his Reaſon why all Ho- 

neſt and Good Men: ſhould decline 

Sweartng,as much as they can, That 

it cometh. of Evil - that 1s, was 

found out as a Remexy.to the Evil | 
of our Natures, and to Secure the 4 
Truth wof Falſe an Infincere Men., ,_ q 


tion urged 
H 3 ſible by Phot. 


Epift. 1. p. 34. And St. Baſil thus uſes the ſame Argument : 
"Auogoy  meavliags; x; Aviuloy eaury xalnygiy ©; dva- 


In Pſal. xiv. To. I. p. 133+ D. 


A Praftical Diſcourſe 5 
fible Motive cannot be offer'd to |? 
engage ſuch Perſons toabſtain from 7: 
it, than this 3 that "tis an Afront 7 
to their Honeſty, a Scandal upon 
their I»tegrity: At leaſt that it is 3 
a Tie which was never intended * 
for Men of their Charatey ; nor 
can be allow'd by them, without |? 
ſeeming to own, that they are not |! 
ſo faithful and ingenuous as they 7 
would be thought to be. F 

37. BUT, Secondly :- As the |: 
Praiice of Swearing, eſpecially in | 
our Common Dealing, and Conver- © 
ſation with one another , howſo- |: 
ever it be confider'd, Cometh of E- | 
vil ; fo, to complete the Iniquity |: 
of it, will it be Land to Texd alſo 7 
unto Evil : And upon that Ac- 
count, as well as upon thoſe al- 7 
ready mention'd, #0 come from 
the Evil One. And that eſpecial- 2 
ly in theſe ( 3. ) Reſpetts: As it ! 
is apt, 


"> 2 
SOD? © a w.O< — 


(1) To 


concerntng Swearing, 103 


(1.) To give an Evil Example 


ont to Others. © 

0n '* (2.) To take off from the Reve- 

t is rence of an Oath ; and from 

ded * that Dvue Regard which ought 

nor | to be had to it. And, 

out |} (3) In the Conſequence there» 

not |} . of, tolead Men into a Gemera/ 

hey 7 Profaneſs ; into an Onconcern- 
F eaneſs for, if not into a Con- 

the | tempt of, whatſoever is Sa- 

y in | cred. 

ver- 7 

rio-' 38. AND (iſt.) The Common 

E- i Prattice of Swearing, Tendeth 

uty '2 to Evil ; Tnaſmuch as it is 

alſo ? Apt to give an 1! Example to 

of | Others. 

4 + 


rom | For tho' this be a S:» which has 
1al- 2 neither any Pleaſure, nor Profit, to 
S1t 7 recommend itz nor {ſhould Men 

> therefore, one would think , be 

4 apt to be tempted to it : Yet alas! 
To 7 Experience ſhews us, that even C#- 
"7 H 4 ſtom 


g——_—_— 

, 2 
> ha £2 
— 
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ſtom its ſelf is alone ſufficient to 
propagate an Evil Prattice ; and 
to prompt Men to do that them- 
ſelves, which they ſee others do 
before them. 

39. THIS is fo juſt a Refle- 
Qion, that it 1s, perhaps, the Only 
Account that can be given, How 
Men Come to Swear {o Ordinarily, 
and upon ſuch little Occaſions , as 
they do: In ſuch Caſes,where there 
15 neither any manner of zeed of an F 


RN as a 


SS BSD Oo AD ODO=# KK ow 


Eg - - 


Oath for the confirmation of what I) tt 
they ſpeak 5 nor haye they, often | Ci 
times, any ſuch defies in it. But [iſe 
"tis a faſhionable way of Adorning, 1 th 
or rather of Profaning their Dz- F 
(courſe; the Praftice of it is become | 
almoſt Epidemical : And ; they | 
have, inſenſibly, accuſtomed their | 
Tongues to it, till at laſt they | 
either know how to avoid it, nor | 
2re themſelves {enſfible when they Þ 
do tt. ! bo 
: tO 
40, SO FU: 


- 
BY 


Concernms Swearme. 
40. SO ealily are Men brought 


4 to Profane the Name of God! And 


ſuch a Miſchievous Influence has 
the Practice of Commun-Swearing, 
begun at firſt by a few Profligate 


| Men, had, to ſpread a General 


Contempt of the Divine Majeſty 
over the Face of the Farthz and 
to weaken One of the moſt Sacred 
Bonas of Truth and Fidelity, that 
was ever given to Mankind. 

41. AND this brings me- to 
the next Ill-Effett, which this 
Cuſtomary Swearing has had, in Con- 
ſequence of the Foregornp : - And 


; 


(2dly.) To take off from the 
Reverence of an Oath , and 
from that due Regard which 
ought to be had to it. 


42. THAT Perjury is a Sin 


| both too lightly Confider'd, and 


too commonly PraQtis'd among 
Us ;. is too plainly ſeen, and has, 
I 
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I believe, been too ſenſibly felt | 
likewiſe, by many of us, to Wuffer | 
us to make any doubt of it. And | 
how far the Prevalence of (Common, | 
and Vain-Swearing, may have con- | 
tributed to this Evil, I ſhall leave 
it toevery ſerious Chriſtian to-con- | 
ſider. 
43. I N the mean time, thus 


much is evident 3 That an Oath, n 
from being one of the moſt Sacred FJ it 
and Sure Bands of Faith between G 


Man and Man, is now become off} V 
very little Benefit or Security to us. | 
Men take them without fear, andf 
too often without conſidering whatÞ 
they do : And when they have taken or 
them , they many times ſhew as} Sa 
little Regard to them in their Pr«-[3T; 
Fice, as they at firſt did Reverenc:FIth; 
in Approaching to Them. gear 

44. AND, indeed, how ſhouldſ 
we expect that he who puts nof 
Value upon an Oath in his Common 
Talk, ſhould be much more Con-| 
cera'd for it, only by the Addi- 
t100NF 
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tion of a litrle more Solemnity to 
it? Or be afraid to Break his Pro- 
miſe, or to Diſſemble the Truth, 
which he Ratifies by an Appeal to 
God, when Impoſed upon him; who 
has no Regard to Either, tho' he 
Swears to them an Hundred Times 
of his Own Accord. Alas! an Oath 
is only terrible to a Young Begin- 


2 ner: To him who Conliders what 


red[ it is; and who has the Fear of 


210801 
Con- 


| God's Knowledge and Juſtice, ill 


Vigorous upon his Mind. Bur to 
him who Swears every Hour that 


I he lives; who Trafficks with it, 
Jand could not tell how to carry 
Son his Buſineſs without it: Who 
4 Szears with as little Concern as he 
Talks; and YValvesan Oath, no more 
Ithan he does a Common Lie : What 
Jcan we expect bur that as ſuch a 
10nes Regard to this Sacred Tie is ve- 
ry ſmall ; fo his Care to anl wer the 


of it ſhould be proportionably 
45-TO 


1/mall too. 
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45. TO ſuch a terrible Height If. 
of Wickednels is Common: Swearing | 
apt to bring: Men at-the laft. Nor ff ; 
does the Ew4/ of it ſtop here; but, - I}, 


(3dly) and laftly ; From. the|f ; 
Particular Contempt of an Oath, 4 
carries Men on, by Degrees, [4 | 
to a (General Profaneneſs 5 to 
an Unconcernedneſs for, if not | 


a Neeled of, whatſoever 1s Sa-Þ 
cred, x 
: 46. AND this is (till but the | 
Natural Progreſſion of this Sin; and 
the Next Step to that I betore men-Þ 
tioned. For {ince the Honour of Goa ou 
and his Power and Juſtice, are allf of 
deſpiſea, and that in a moſt outra-ſ 
g10us manner, by the Si of Per-|,r 
jury ; lo thata Man mult have laid; hg 
alide all Regard to Theſe,. before he, 
can harden inmſelf to the Pradicf;,,, 
of That : What ſhould hinder him}, 
who is become ſo great a Proficient . ,; 
ta Wickedneſs as to be able- toflþeg 
crample| 


to 


concernmg S wearing, 


$ trample-under foot the Honour, the 
8 Power, the ' Juſtice, and even the 
or If Vengeance of God too, in One Great 
tt I»ftances from proceeding, if need 
be, to do it as readily 1n any O- 
the | ther ? i | 
th, | 47. THAT to Swear is'not on- 
| ly truly an A# bf. Rel:gion, but one 
ofthe moſt So/emn At; of it; and 
| moſt apt to ſtic up in our Minds a 
4 Fear of God, and Rewverence of his 
$ Nawe, .is not to be deny'd); 
1-48. THA T'to do: this Light- 
ly,,and Vnadwviſedly ;, but eſpecially 
and gro.do it Fa/fly; :only to carry on 
__ Own Deſigns, or to promote 
04 our Own Intereſts, at the Expence 
; AllF of God's Glory muſt be not-only 
Ira horridly to profane the Sacredneſs 
P r-Fof an Oath, but to flee dire#ly' in 
laidfFthe: Face of God, and to bid defiance 
© Ii::o Damnation; the neceſſary Impor- 
110%: ance of an Oath, will not {uffer us 
binfito doubt. ---: + 
ents - 49: N-O W:when once Men are 
c- toltbecome fo deeply; rooted'in Impie- 
mple}- ty 


Z 
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ty as to be able to do this, what 
is there left to reſtrain them from a 
General State of Profaneneſs and Ir- 
religion ? It is but proceeding upon 
the ſame Principles, and doing that 
in the Other Inſtances of Religion, 
which they do1n This : And why 
they ſhould not dof, if ever their 
Paſſions or their Iztereſts ſhould 
prompt them to it, I cannot fee ; 
and we need not queſtion but that 
they will go on accordingly. 

5o. I F therefore we have any 
Regard to God's Glory; if any Con- 
cern for our Own Souls; let both 
theſe perſwade us not to allow our 
ſelves in a Prafice ſo offenſive to 
the oze, ſo dangerows to the other. 

51. LET thoſe deſpiſe the Sox- 
ity of an Oath, and Proftitate it 
to a Common and Profane Uſage ; 
who know not how Sacred a Thing 
it is, and how dangerous to in- 
dulge the Cuſtomery Prattice of it, 
But let it ſuffice vs to take that 
liberty which our 6/eſſed Lord > 


concerning Swearing 
left to us, not only as the moſt 


ſafe ; bur as (in the General Af- 


fairs of Life,) ſufficient too. And 
let us ſo much the rather content 
our ſelves with it, by how much 
the more plainly it appears from 
all thoſe Conſiderations I have now 
been offering to you, That whatſo- 
_ More than That, Cometh of 
Vi 
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f 
I 
0 
CHAP. V. b 
Wherem an Enqury is made into | V 
the Cauſes Both of that Com: | |! 
mon , and Falle-Swearing, Þ Hi 
which ſo much Abounds in the 
World : And ſome DireEtions | ' 
are Offer d for the better Pre- 
vention of Both of Them. 
i. 8} HAVE now done with 
our Saviour*s Diſcourſe, re- 
Jating to the Point of Smearrng 3 And 
and might with that, have rea-J&S M 
ſonably enough concluded my Re-JT wil 
flections upon T his SubjeF. But be- 
cauſe there are ſome things which} T1 
T could not fo well refer to any of 
thoſe Heaz's I have before zreates ; 
of; which yet, I conceive, may t 


uſefully be obſerved by us upon 
thi 


th 
C- 
g 3 
ea 
\ 
be- 
ich 
of 
ited 


nay 
pon 


thi 
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this Occaſion : I ſhall chuſe rather 
to put them together, a little out 
of place, than wholly to paſs them 
by. 
2. NOW the Summ of whatI 
would farther propoſe, for finiſh- 
ing of this whole Subject, may 
be Reduced to theſe two General 
Heads : 


Itt I will conſider, How it comes 
to paſs, that Mea are ſo For- 
ward to Swear , almoſt upon 
Every Octaſion 5 and too of- 
ten Venture, even to Forſwear 
themſelves. 


And having given ſuch an Account 
as may be neceſiary of this Matter, 
I will go on, 


TI, To Offer ſome particular 
DireFions, for the better Cor- 
retion and Prevention of Both 
thoſe Evils, 


I 3, AND 
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3- AND, 1u# Let us conſider, 
How. it comes to paſs, that 
after all our Saviour has ſaid 
to the contrary ; yet we ſee 
Men, nevertheleſs, not only 
ſo Forward to Swear, almoſt 
upon. every Occaſion 3 but 


too often Venturing even to 
Forſwear Themſelves. 


4- IN the Proſecution of which 
Enquiry, it 15 not my Intention to 
make any laborious Search into the 
Cauſes of that Common - Swearing 
which has ſo Univerſally,almoſt,0b- 
tair'd in the World ; and makes up 
a Great part of Mens Ordinary 
Diſcourſe with one another. For 
tho* that be, without Controver- 
ſie, a very Grievous Sin, yet 1s it 
withal a very Umnaccountable One 
too. A Six which Men commit to 
Serveno End; to Gratifie no Luſt ; 
to Carry on no Buſineſs by. With: 
out Profit z without Pleaſure ; 

a 
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had almoſt ſaid , and without 
Temptation too. In ſhort 3 A Sin 
by which they Diſhonour God, and 
Raine'their own Souls, to no pur- 
poſe : but do the Work of the 
Devil, without that Common-En- 
couragement which, in moſt other 
Caſes, he allows wicked Men, to 
reward their doing of it. So that 
for ought 1 know, the Be# Account 
that can be given, why Men ever 
fall into this Sz at all, is; That 
they have ſlipp'd into the Habit of 
it, they know not how : and C#- 


ftom has made it a Faſhionable Vice. 


They look upon it as a Modiſh Way 
of Diſcourſe; and think it would 
bring an Imputation upon their 
Breeding, if they ſhould altogether 
Forbear it : And render their Con- 
verſation Flat,and Inſipid; for want 
of that Profaneneſs, which indeed 
is, Many times, the only rhing that 
1s remarkable 1n it, 
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5. BUT this 1s not that Swear- 
ing T am now concern'd for : Ner 
do we find that our Saviour has 
had any regard for ſuch Sinners as 
theſe. If Men will run into Evi/ 
Habits without Need, it is but fit- 
ting they ſhould Periſh without 
Pity: And not expect to be argued 
out of a Vice, which is ſo far from 
having any Shew of Reaſon to Ju- 
ſtifie it; that it has not ſo much as 
any Temptation, that may ſerve to 
make an Excuſe for it. The Swear- 
ing, T am now ſpeaking of, is of 
another nature, and praCtiſed by 
a better ſort of Men. | By ſuch as 
acknowledge the Obligation, tho' 
they do not ſufficiently conſider the 
Sacredneſs of an Oath : And for that 

reaſon allow themſelves, on eve 
little Occaſion, to flee to the Uſe of 
it ; as long as they do but. take 
care not to confirm any thing, but 
what is #rue, by it. And whence 
it comes to pals, that ſo many, even 
among the higher rank of Chri- 
{tians, 
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ſtians, are yet thus forward to Swear; 
is the firſt thing I propoſed to En- 
quire, 

6. AND here (1ſt.) It may be 
confider'd , that every one, who 
has any ſenſe of Probity remaining 
in him, deſires to be Believed ; eſpe- 
cially in what he ſertouſly Aﬀirms 
or Dezies : And cannot but think 
it very hard to be ſuſpeQed of any 
Falſeneſs and Untruth in his Di- 
ſcourſe. Beſides that, often times, 
it may be of Concern to him that 
he ſbould be Believed : And toleave 
his Veracity in doubt, may. prove 
not only to his Diſgrace, but to his 
Damage alſo. 

7. N O W Intere#t and Reputa- 
tion, are Two of the Deareſt Things 
in the World to moſt Men; and 
the Love of which they can the 
moſt hardly overcome. And there- 
fore when zheſe ſhall prompt a Man 
rather to confirm the truth of what 
he ſpeaks with an Oath, than to 
run the hazard of ſuffering in one, 

| I 3 or, 
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or, it maybe, in both of them ; 
there had need be a deep ſenſe of 
Religion, and a- very awful dread 
of an Oath indeed, rooted in a 
Man's Heart, to keep him from 
{io doing. 

8. LET us add to this, (2dly) 
That unreaſonable Jealouſie which 
abounds in Mankind towards each 
other; and moves them upon the 
leaſt appearance of Reaſon ; nay, 
and often-times without any; to 
ſuſpeF one another, Hence it is that 
it a Matter be but of never {o little 
importance ; if it be for a Man's ad- 
vantage, or diſadvantage ; tor his 
pleaſure, or trouble, to be thorough» 
ly convinced of it : It is ſeldom 
known that they will be fatisfied 
with the bare Word of him who re- 
ports it unto them; or with any 
thing leſs, than his Swearing to the 
1ruth of what he ſays. And if, 
out of Conſcience to his Duty, and 
being «»7;/lizg ro break in upon the 
Sacreaneſs of aa Oath, he ſhould 
chance 
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chance to ref/e {o to do; it is great 


odds but he {hall be wged and pro. 
poked to it : And hardly avoid the 


- cenſure of ſpeaking falſly from thoſe, 


who having no reſpett for an Oath 
themſelves, will not caſily be per. 
{waded that another ſhould have 
any higher regard to it; or refuſe 
to Swear upon any other account 
than this, that he is conſcious 
to himſelf that what he ſays is 
falſe; and therefore he dares not 
Swear to the Truth of it, | And ma- 
ny there are, even among the bets 
ter fort of Men, who by this means 
are betray'd into gn undue Ulage 
of an Oath : And chule rather to 
Swear, when otherwiſe they would 
not do it, than to bear the Reproe 
ches of thoſe to whom they ſpeak, 
by a peremptory refiſal of it. 

9. AGALN (3dly) To Men 
who have either no 2rue ſenſe at all 
of Religion upon their Minas; or 
have not ſufficiently conſider'd the 
Nature of an Oath, and convinced 

I 4 them- 
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themſelves thereby how much the 
Hoxour of God is concern'd in our 
uſing of itz and how cautious we, 
therefore, ought to be, upon what 
Occaſions we do Swear : The cuſto- 
mary forwardneſs which we com- 
plain of in moſt Men to recur to 
this way of confirming what they ſay, 
may be, and {I believe) has been, 
a great inducement, to the over-eaſie 
pratice of it. 

io. THERE are few Chri- 
ſtians ſo ignorant as not to know, 
that Perjury is a very hainows Sin, 
and ſuch as may not be commit- 
ted, without the Pers/ of Salva- 
tion, But yet there may be many 
who are ſtill to learn, that to Swear 
upon a ſmall occaſion, tho*' a Man 
ſwears nothing but the zrath, is of 
its ſelf criminal ; and, as ſuch, for- 
bidden in the Goſpel. Now ſuch 
Perſons as theſe , | being ſenſible 
how uſual it is for Men to do this, 
look no farther ; but follow on as 
they ſee others go before them 3 
nor 
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nor feel any Remorſe of Conſcience 
for doing that, which they never 
underſtood had any great harm 
10 1t. 

11. AND that which may 
poflibly have contributed to con- 
firm them in this praftice is ; that 
they ſee themſelves call'd upon to 
Swear, 1o very often, not only in 
their own Private Concerns , but 
even by Publick Authority. For 
fince Charity, as well as Duty, ob- 
liges us to think that nothing is 
done by that but upon the moſt 
mature deliberation ; and we know 
how great a number of _ and 
good Mer muſt concur to the ma- 
king of a Law with us; whoſe Wiſ- 
dom we cannot, and whoſe Piety 
we ought not to doubt of : It is but 
reaſonable to conclude, that they 
had certainly a due Regard to the 
Honour of God in all their Con- 
ftitutions;, and would. never re- 
quire us to Swear On any 0cucd- 
fron, in-which they efteem'd vey 
TI1CT 


. 4A Prattical Diſcourſe 


ther unlawful, or unſeemly for us to 
do it. 

12, HOW farſuch Reaſoning 
as this may have diſpoſed ſome un- 
wary Perſons to Swear ' more fre- 
quently, and upon leſſer occaſions 
than they ought to do, I cannot 
tell : - But I think it may deſerve 
to be confiderd, - Whether the 
Multitude of Caſes wherein :not our 
Laws only, but thoſe of all other 
Countries , do ob/ige, or, at leaſt, 
allow Men to Swear ; may not have 
ſomewhat contributed to that for- 
wardneſs of doing it, which we ce 
and complain of in them, upon o- 
ther occaſions: And have diſpoſed 
them to be more yeaay, than they 
ought to be, to recur to an Oath in 
{uch Caſes, wherein there is nei- 
ther any Command of Man, nor 
any Excuſe before God, for their 
doipg of it. 

13.1 SHALL ofter but one 
Account more of this Unwarran- 
table Readineſs of Men to Swear ; 
And 
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And that is (4thly) From the Re. 
fuſal which ſome, of late, have 


made of Al! Swearing whatſoever : 


And in oppoſition to whoſe Error, 
ſome may poſſibly have been fo 
unwary as to run into the contrary 
Extreme; and to have concluded, 
that ſo far is it from being wzlawfal 
to Swear in any Caſe, that, rather, 
there is oe ſo ſmall ia which they 
may not freely do it. 

14. I T 1s the Infirmity of ma- 
ny, of more Warmth than Judg- 
ment, that they are always in Ex- 
tremes : And think the only way 
to ſecure themſelves from Error, is 
to fly as far from it as they can. 
Not conſidering that there may be 
as little Reaſon in one EF xtreme, as 
in another ; and that, according 
to the old Remark, Truth, as well 
as Vertue, is ſeldom found in e#- 
ther. | 

15. THUS ſome ont of an 0- 
ver - eager Oppoſition to Popery, 
have caſt off Epsſcopacy 5 and for 
car 
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ther «nlawful, or #nſcemly for us to 
do it. 

12, HOW farſuch Reaſoning 
as this may have diſpoſed ſome un- 
wary Perſons to Swear. more fre- 
quently, and upon leſſer occaſions 
than they ought to do, I cannot 
cell : But I think it may deſerve 
to be confiderd , - Whether the 
Multitude of Caſes wherein-not our 
Laws only, but thoſe of all other 
Countries , do oblige, or, at leaſt, 
allow Men to Swear ; may not have 
ſomewhat contributed to that for- 
waraneſs of doing it, which we ſce 
and complain of in them, upon 0- 
ther occaſions: And have diſpoſed 
them to be more ready, than they 
ought to be, to recur to an Oath in 
ſuch Caſes, wherein there is nei- 
ther any Command of Man, nor 
any Excuſe before God, for their 
doing of it. 

13. I SHALL ofter but one 
Account more of this Unwarran- 
table Readineſs of Men to Swear ; 
And 
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And that is (4thly) From the Re. 
fuſal which ſome, of late, have 


made of Al! Swearing whatſoever : 


And in oppoſition to whoſe Erroar, 
ſome may poſſibly have been fo 
unwary as to run into the contrary 
Extreme; and to have concluded, 
that ſo far is it from being w/awfal 
to Swear in any Caſe, that, rather, 
there is oe ſo ſmall in which they 
may not freely do it. 

14. I T 1s the Infirmity of ma- 
ny, of more Warmth than Judg- 
ment, that they are always in Ex- 
tremes : And think the only way 
to ſecure themſelves from Error, is 
to fly as far from it as they can. 
Not conſidering that there may be 
as little Reaſon in one EF xtreme, as 
in another ; and that, according 
to the old Remark, Truth, as well 
as Vertue, is ſeldom found in e#- 
ther. | 

15. THUS ſome ont of an 0- 
yer - eager Oppoſition to Popery, 
have caſt. off Ep:ſcopacy 5 and Favs 
car 
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fear of Superſtition, would have all 
Decency thrown out of the Church, 
And I verily believe we had not 
ſeen at this day ſo much Profane- 
zeſs and Irreligion among us , had 
not the deteſtation of ſome Mens 
Hypocritical Pretences to Goalineſs, 
firſt prompted on others to fly our 
into a Looſxeſs of Living, and from 
thence into a Neglet of every thing 
that is Sacred. And how far this 
Vice of Common-Swearing may have 
gotten Grounds by the ſame Means, 
and have been improved too a- 
mong the reſt ; I ſhall leave it to 
thoſe who have conſfider'd, from 
what Time it has begun more eſpe- 
cially to prevail among us,to deter- 
mine. 

16. SUCH therefore may, I 


ſuppoſe, have been the (Cauſes of þ 


that Readineſs which we find in 
Men to Swear, even upon the moſt 
common, and wnjuſtifiable Occaſions. 
But now, as for the other $:z pro- 


poſed, that of Perjury ; I can ſcarce- þ 


ly 


of 
in 
oft 
ns. 
"rO- 
rce- 
ly 
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ly tell to what Casſe to aſcribe the 
httle Concern which many ſhew 
of falling into that ; becauſe, in- 
deed, I can ſcarcely tell what Cauſe 
ſhould be ſufficient to harden their 
Conſciences againſt it. 

17- THAT the Frequency of 
Swearing , and the /ittle Occaſions 
on which Men ſometimes allow 
themſelves in the Pra#ice of it, 
may have very much taken off from 
their Reverence of an Oath, IT can 
ealily believe ; and by that means 
have diſpoſed them to Swear more 
carelefly, and with /eſſer conſideration 
than they ought to do. 

18. TH AT by their oftez and 
careleſs Swearing, they may proba- 
bly ſometimes have incurrd the 
Guilt of Perjury, unawares ; and by 
that means have been unhappi- 
ly made acquainted with itz I do 
dt doubt. 

19. BUT yet ſtill, to Smear 
alſly, where a Man k»ows what he 
foes ; and deliberately Deſigns fo to 


ao; 
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do ; this adds ſo much not only 
to Common«-Swearing, but even to 
an Umnwilling Perjury allo ; that a 
Man ought.to become a great Pro- 
ficient in Wickednels, betore he ca 
bring his Mind to 1t. | 


20, THIS therefore is a Sin Þ 


which I can aſcribe to no other 
Cauſe than that of a Profane Heart, 
and a Hardned Conſcience. Whether 
it be that a Maa falls into it 
through an abſolute Infidelity ; or 
that by a long, habitual Continuance 
in Sz, he. is at laſt become depri- 
wed of God's Grace, and is given up 
to be /ed Captive by Satan at hu 
Will, For otherwiſe, Perjury 1s a 
Crime of ſo deteſtable a Nature, 
and which has ſo much of the fal/e- 
eſs of the Devil in it; that were 
there but any Sperk of Piety re- 
maining 1a the Sow/, it were 1m- 
poſhible a Man ſhould ever be per- 
{waded to commit it : Or having 
once committed 1t, {ſhould be able to 
endure his own Torments; _ 
leſs 
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teſs ſhould ever return tothe Com- 
miſſion of it again. 

21. I SHALL therefore ſeek 
no farther for the Cauſe of this Sin 
but ſhall confidently conclude, that 
the. Habit of it can proceed from 


| nothing leſs than an Urrer Dereli- 


Hon of God, and an Extin#ion of 
All Senſe of Good and Evil in the 
Soul. 

22. WHICH being thus re- 
ſolved ; Let us now go on, 


TIdly, To Conſider » What Ds» 
reFions may be offer'd for the 
Corredtion of theſe Great E- 


wvils. 


23. AND, ft: For what con- 
cerns the Point of Perjury; As I 
have now ſhewn, that a Man muſt 
be arrived to an Extraordinary 


| Pitch of Wickedxeſs, before he can 


allow himſelf in the commiſſion of 
it ; ſo I know no way there 1s to 
draw Mea oft from that, butoaly 
ro 
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to ewakes their Conſciences, if it may 
be, to a ſerious Conſideration of their 
Sins; and by that Means to bring 
them to a ſincere Converſion from 
them. 

. 24. INDEED could even 
Charity its ſelf warrant us tothink, 
that it were poſſible for Men to 
be ſo far deluded, as not to know 
Falſe-Swearing, I do not ſay to be 
a Sin, but to be a moſt hainovs and 
damnable Offence ; ſuch a Sin for 
which God has no Pzty; and it 
may almoſt be queſtion'd whether 
he will afford Men his Grace for 
Repentance of it ; there might then 
be alſo ſome hope, that by a better 
Information of their Judgments, as 
to this Matter, they might per- 
haps be rec/aimed from it. 

25. BUT when ſuch is the 
Notoriouſne(s of this Crime , that 
tis impoſſible any one ſhould fall 
into it without k»owing that he does 
at the ſame time Defie God, and 


make a Mock of Damnation; we 
muſt 
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muſt conclude that *tis in vain to 
hope by any particular Applications 
to Corre# this Evil : And that we 
muſt reſolve either to reduce ſuch 
a Perſon to a general ſenſe of Piery 
and Vertne ; or to leave him in the 
guilt of this, as well as under the 
power of his other ſins. | 

26. AND this, I ſay, as to 
what concerns the Point of Mora! 
Convition and Perſwaſion. For, 0- 
therwiſe, one Method there is, and 
'tis the only one I can imagine, by 
which a ſtop may be put to the 
PraRice of this, without medling 
with a Man's other Sins; And that 
is, by a ffri Execution of Humane 
Juſtice upon him : And which or 
of Charity to our Neighbour's Soul, 
as well as out of Duty to God, and 
with Regard to the Publick Wel- 
fare 3 it 15 great pity but all Ma- 
giſtrates ſhould, with all poſſible 
Vigour and Severity, do. 

27. HO W much the Welfare 
of Mankind is concern'd in the 
K Sup- 
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Suppreſſion of Falſe-Smearing,1 need 


not ſay: And what Provition our 
Own * Laws. have made for the 


', better effeting of it, cannot be 


unknown to thoſe who are 1n- 
truſted with the Adminiſtration 
of them, and who are eſpecially 
concern'd to take notice of it. Let 
me only beg leave earneſtly to Re- 
commend it to all ſuch, ſo far to 


confider the great T7u# which is F 
Repoſed in them ; and what an Iz- | 
zereit every honef# Member of the (| 
(ommon-wealth has todemand their 
Care in this, more than in any o- Þ 
ther Si» committed to their Cen- F 
ſure; as not to admit of any Ex- | 


cuſes, nor to ſhew any Favour, to 


ſuch MalefaQtors : Who if, by this Þ 


means, they ſhall be brought to a 
true Senſe of their Sin, and to Re- 
pentance for it; will then thiok 
themſelves Gaizers by their Pro- 
ſecution : And if they ſhall not, 1 


am {ure cannot, by our Laws, bep ; 


too ſeverely puniſh'd for it. 


28. BUTEI 
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28. BUT, 2dly: As for the 
other ſort of Swearing forbidden by 
our Saviour, yet too eaſily Indul- 
ged by many Chriſtians : Whe- 
ther it. be that of their Common 
Diſcourſe, where there is 20 Need 


| at all of it; Or in the Proſecution 


of their Ordinary Affairs, in which 


| there is no Sefficient Occaſion for it : 


Many are the Dzire&ions that may 
be offer'd for the Prevention of ſuch 


a Prattice, proportionable to the 
| ſeveral Principles upon which Men 


may be prompted to «low them- 


| ſelves in the V/e of it. 


29. FOR (ifſt.) Should they 
chance to go on in ſuch Swearing, 
for want of being Convinced of 
the Danger and Unreaſonableneſs of 
it ; The ſureſt Way, in this Cale, 
to draw them off from their Pra- 
Ctice of it, will be. to ſhew them 
how expreſly it has been Forbidden 
by our Saviow ? What an Afﬀront 
it puts upon the Majeſty of God ? 


| And how Indecent a Thing it 15, 


K 2 (were 
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(were there nothing elſe to be faid 
againſt it) to Call the Great1Lord 
ot Heaven and Earth to Witnefs, on 
ſuch Silly and Trivial Occaſions, as 
ſuch Perſons cannot but acknow- 
ledge, they very often do. 

20. BUT (zdly.) Tho' polht- 
bly Men may know, 1a the Gene- 
ral, that ths ro Swear 1s Not con- 
veniest ; yet till they may neg- 
le& to take all that Care and Pazns 
with themſelves, that is neceffary 
for the 1atire avoiding of it, becauſe 
they are not ſufficiently perſwaded, 
ho.yv great the Sinfulneſs of it 1s. 
This 15, I believe, the real Caſe with 
very many : And if ſo, then *ris 
plain that here again the Beſt Way 
to draw them off from this Evil 
Cuſtom, will be to Convince them 
of the mighty Danger and Malignity 
of it. To ſhew them, that thusto 
Swear, 1s not, as they may imagine, 
{ome light and ordinary Offences nor 
w1ll be pals'd-over by God, as ſuch. 
That to Swear, 15 to Appeal to God : 

And 
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And if that be done without great 
care, and a ſuitable occaſion for it, 
we ſhall put ſuch an 4fronrt upon 
Him, as we would be a{named to 
put upon one of our Fellow (rea- 
tures, and would not endure that 
any ſhould put upon owr [elves. 

31, THESE andthelikeCon- 
ſiderations, if plainly urged, and 
{crioully laid to Heart; can hardly 
fail of convincing any rational per- 
ſon of the ſinfulneſs of this Pradttice, 
And having done that, they muſt, 
in theconſequence of it, oblige him 
to Corre@ it tooz if he be truly ſuch 
an one as wenow ſuppoſe him to be, 
viz, anhonest and upright Chriſtian. 

32. BUT (;dly.) Should not 
this be the Cale; but. the Perſon 
who is engaged 10 this Evil Habit 
ſhould be one who purſues this 
Swearing not ſo much out of any 
particular ignorance of, Or unconcern- 
edneſs for, the Sacredneſs of an Oath ; 
as out of a general levity of Mina 
and inſenſibility of his Duty : Then 

KR 3 it 
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it will not be ſufficient to argue 
with him, concerning the Nature 
and Importance of an Oath, and with 
what Care and CircumſpeFion we 
ought to approach to the taking of 
it : But we muſt proceed with ſuch 
a One 1n a more — Way ; and 
bring him to Rewerence an Oath, by 
teaching him to be more conſiderate; 
and to have a greater value for all 
the other As of Religion. 

23. SUCH a Perſon as this, 
as he does not Prophane God's Name 
out of any particular dil-regard 
which he has for an Oath, more 
than for any other thing of the 
like nature, ſo neither muſt he be 
brought off from the doing of it, by 
any particular Conſiderations rela- 
ting to the Sacredneſs of an Oath ; 
but muſt be perſwaded, 1n the ge- 
neral, to become Serious and De- 
vout ; to honour God, and to pay a 
due Reſpett to every thing that re- 
lates tro him : And this will Com- 
poſe his Thoughts, and Influence 
| hs 
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his AﬀeCtions in «4 the Offices of 
Religion ; and in this Particular a» 
mong the reſt. 

34. BU T now (4thly.) and 
to go yet higher : What if the Per- 
ſon who thus Swears, ſhould not 
only be more careleſs and inconſide- 
rate, than he ought to be, in the Bu- 
fineſs of Religion ; but ſhould, by 


' Principle, be become a deſpifer of it? 


What if he be one who Believes 
not in any God at all; but Laughs 
at all our Talk either of a Provi- 
dence here, or of a Judgment hereaf- 
ter ? 

- 35, THO 1n this Caſe, as in 
the foregoing, the beſt way to Re- 
claim ſuch a one's Common Swearing 
would be to Convince him of his 
Errors; and, by ſo doing, to cutoff 
the firi# Cauſe of this Irregularity : 
Yet till that ſhall be done, ſome- 
what, I think ,may fairly be offer'd, 
upon his own Prixciples, to Re- 
ſtrain this Vice, without medling 


with any of his others. 
K 4 36. FOR 
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36. FOR, indeed, how fooliſh 


and ridiculous a thing muſt it be 


for ſuch a one, (if he be in good 
carneſt,) by Swearing, to Appeal to 
God, who profeſles to Believe None ; 
or at leaſt None that has any Con- 
cern for, or Knowledge of, what we 
ao here Below ? .How abſurd, for 
him to refer himſelf to the Cenſare 
of a- Future FTudgment, who would 
be thought not to own any State at 
all after z#&x in which we zow live ; 
nor, by conſequence, to revere any 
{ach Final Inqueit. 

37. OR if in all this he only 
attsa part z How baſe and diſ-inge- 
24045 mult he then ſhew himlſelt ro 
be; tooffer an Oath for the confirma- 
tion of what he promiſes or aſſerts ; 
Who neither believes any Obliga- 
tion to be thereby laid upon him to 
deal ever the more ſincerely for it ; 
Nor can have any deſign in Swear- 
:ng, but only to impoſe upon the 
Credulity, and to ridicule the Reli- 
2t0n of his Neto hbour ? 


32, WHE- 
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38. WHETHER therefore 
Men acknowledge the Principles of 
Religion or no, yet certainly Com- 
mon Juſtice and Honeſty ; nay, or 
even Hononr its ſelf, (which with 
ſome Men is of greater Authority 
than both ; ) ſhould make them a- 
ſhamed to Swear, in any Matrer, for 
the Confirmation of the Truth of 
what they Speak : Becauſe they 
know, in their own Hearts, that 
they do but impoſe thereby upon 
thoſe with whom they deal by the 
ſhew of an Obligation ; which, how 
great-ſoever it may be to others, 
yet to them is of no force ; nor lays 
any reſtraint atall upon them. And, 
as for their Ordinary-Conver ſation 3 
ſince to Swear in that, is to Prophane 
the Name of a God, whom other 
Men*do believe in, tho? they them- 
{elvesdo not; and which they can- 
not therefore but think mult be ve- 
ry wngrateful and offenſrve to them : 
Methinks even Czwility and Goods 
Manners ſhould teach them to for- 

bear 
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bear ſuch Oaths,if not for the perpe- 
tual Contradidtion which they there- 
by run 1ato, as to their own Prix- 
ciples, yet at leaſt for that Afront 
which they know they put upon 
other Mens. 

39. THESE then are the 
Ways by which Men are to be 
drawn off from their Cz/ſtomary and 
Profane- Swearing , upon the Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon and Religion. There 
is yet (5thly.) Another Method, 
which the Care and Piety of our 
Laws has ſet before us, and which 
it is to 'be hoped fhall now, at 
length, be made uſe of in order to 
this end; and that is, by a ſtrict 
ExaGtionof that Penalty, which they 
have order'd to be inflicted upon 
ſuch Offenders, for the reſtraining 
of their Profaneſs : And whichhow 
{mall ſoever it may ſeem tobe, and 
in truth is, in compariſon of the 
Sin of taking God's Name in vain 5 
yet, being duly required, might 
go very far towards the prevention 
of it. 40. IT 
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40. I T is true there was ſome- 
what of this kind * long before at- * See the 
tempted ; and which one would —_ 
have hoped ſhould have kept this ch. 20. : 
Sis from becoming ſo Common, or 
rather ſo Univerſal, as it is, amon 
us. But alas! What can the bel 
Laws do, if they are never put in 
Exccution? And how little chat Law 
has, of late Years, been either Pub- 
liſprd,or Executed, as it ought to have 
been;is a Refleionthat may deſerve 
the Conſederation of many among us. 
41. I'N the mean time we all 
now know how that Ancient, and 
almoſt Antiquated Law, is not only 
Revived, but Improved too, in order 
to this End : And {ſuch Care taken, 
that if we would but heartily {et 
our ſelves to it, I cannot but think 
we ſhould ſoon put an end to a great 
part of that Prophane Swearing that 
has of late ſo ſcandalouſlly prevail- 
ed among us. 
42. AND to engage us ſo to 
do, give me leave to ſay but this 
, one; 
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one thing ; that for any of us to 
negle# our Duty mn this Particular ; 
i5, in efteR, to coxſert to every ſuch 
At, as we refule to bring to light. 
It is to abet the taking of God's a 
in vain : And then let us fear leſt 
we ſhare 1n the Pariſbment, as we 
do partake in the Gw#/t of it. 

43. BUT (6thly.) and to con- 
clude theſe Refletions : As it is 
certain that nothing has more con- 
tributed to the PraCtice both of 
Falſe - Swearing , and of Common- 
Smwearing,among, us, than the Want 
of that due Rewerence Men ought to 
have of an Oath; fol know no way 
more likely to reclaim Men from the 
Prattice of both, thanto Endeavour, 
as far as may be, to Reſtorethe Ule 
ot anOathto its juſt Veneration; and 
to bring Men, it it be poffible, to a 
more Sacred Eſteem of it. And 10 
order thereunto, as it is certainly 
the Duty of Private Perſons, ne- 
ver to Swear at all, but when lame 


more than ordinary Occafron (hall 
TC 
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require their doipg of it ; ſo were 
it much to be wiſh'd, that the Ne- 
ceſſeties of Government would per- 
mit, that an Oath ſhould never be 
impoſed upon, nor required of any, 
but upon ſome greater Exigence ; to 
be ſure, more ſe/dom than now it is. 
And that when it is required, ſuch 
Care ſhould be takea m Adwini- 
ftring of it ,/as to Raiſe in Mens 
Minds a {ſerious Confideration of 
what they are about: At leaft that 
it ſhould be ſo done, as not to 
prompt them to a Diſ-eſteem of it ; 
throughan over-hafty,and irreverent 

Diſpenſing of this great Oblization. 
44. AND thus have 1 ſhewn, 
by what Meas, if by any, oot only 
Perjury, but Common and Profanc- 
Swearing, may be moſt like to be 
CorreQed and Suppreſs'd. And o 

exts to move every one 0 

Egon our beſt —— wats A in the 
Accompliſhment of fo good and pro- 
fitable a Deſigp; ſhall only add thus 
much , to what I have already 
offer*d 
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offer'd, in the Proſecution of this 
SubjeF 3 That ib we have any Re- 
gard to God's Honour ; If any Con- 
cern for our own Souls ;, If any Zeal 
for the Publick Good; All theſe call 
upon us to do, what 1n us lies, to 
reform both our ſelves, and others, as 
to this Matter. 

45. THAT by Common and Cu- 
ſtomary , but eſpecially P Falſe- 
Swearing ; God's Majeſty is abuſed,and 
his Wrath and Vengeance very emi- 
nently provoked; the neceſiary rela- 
tion which every Oath has to him, 
ſufficiently ſpeaks. 

46. THAT therefore by ſuch 
PraQtices, Mens Souls muſt be great- 

* Mal.lii.s. ly endanger d 5 both the * Denun- 
Ze. V. 3» rj ations of God againſt ſuch Offen- 
4 ders, and the Quality of the Szxs 
themſelves, effeQtually aſlure'us. But 
eſpecially by the Si» of Perjury ; 

which, it may be, 1s of all others a 

Sin the moſt hard to be forgiven, be- 

cauſe it is the moſt hargfor any one, 
according to the Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity, 
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ſtianity, ſufficiently to repent of it. 

47. INDEED were a bare 
Converſion towards God, enough to 
waſh away the Guilt of itz a Man 
might,by God's Grace, be brought to 
ſuch a deep /exſe of his Sz, and to 
ſo hearty a Contrition for it, as to de- 
liver himſelf from the Danger of it. 
But if by our Perjury we ſhould 
chance not only ro have ab»/ed the 
Majeſiy of God, but to have ruined 
our Nezghbour too: Should we have 
Rob#'d him of his Eſtate, his Repu- 
tation, or even of his very Life its 
ſelf; and 1n none of all which we 
can make him any tolerable Com- 
pen{ation : How can we ever hope 
that Ciod will be reconciled to us; 
whilſt we lie under ſuch an utter 
Incapacity ofever making an amends 
to our Neighbour ? 

48. AND then, laſtly; Forthe 
Intere#t which the Publick hasin the 
Suppreſſion of ſuch Swearing ; I have 
already ſhewa that Truth and Fide- 
lity , are the great Baſes on _ 

a 
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all Society is founded 5 and without 
which there could be no Peace, no 
Security, no Right or Property in the 


World. And therefore, whatſoever 


is1n any wiſe apt towndermine theſe ; 
(as Perjury direttly does, and 'as 
Common-Swearing naturally tends to 
do ;,) ought to be avoided, and di/- 
couraged by all who either /ove their 
Own Welfare, or have any regard to 
the Publick Good. 


-- I ſhall conclude this whole Di- 
ſcourſe with that Exhortation of 


St. James, which I have ſo often 
referr'd-to in it ; James, V. 12. 
Above all things, my Brethren, Swear 
not : Neither by Heaven, neither by 
the Earth ; neither 'by Any Other 


Oath: But let your Yea, be Yea, 4nd 


your Nay, Nay ; l&#t ye fall into 
Condemnation. 


FINIS. 
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